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Observer's column 



Pak-US-Taliban: an uneasy trio 



"jpsTl n July 6, just the day after his crisis meeting 
■ 1 with Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif at Blair 
I House, President Clinton signed an execu- 
tive order imposing financial and *other' conmier- 
cial sanctions on the Afghan Taliban for its support 
of Osama bin Laden on his terrorist network in 
Taliban-controlled Afghanistan. 

*The executive order, I have signed* , wrote the US 
President, *will deepen the international isolation of 
the Taliban, limit its ability to support terrorist net- 
works and demonstrate the need to confirm the 
accepted norms of international behaviour...' And so 
on. On July 4, 1999, coincidentally the very day 
when Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif phoned him for 
an urgent appointment, the US President addressed a 
letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
and the President of the Senate to explain his action 
in respect of the Taliban Under Section 204(b) of the 
International Emergency Economic Powers Act. ^ 
After a detailed description of Osama bin Laden' s 
organisational structure and hierarchy. President 
Clinton went on to conclude that the actions and 
policies of the Taliban pose an unusual and extraor- 
dinary threat to the national security and foreign 
policy of the United States. 

A perceived threat almost as grave as the actual 
threat once posed by the Soviet Union to America's 
national security and foreign interest. No other coun-. 
try or power before the Soviet Union and since its 
demise, is known to have projected a threat as serious 
as Afghan TaUban's to the supreme national interest 
and'intemational strategies of America. And that too 
recognised at the Jevel of the President and the 
Supreme;Cbmmanderi:(3f rjthel^wrid'^^^^^^ superT? 

i/power.'/: V ■"■■"■f^i'^'"-<'^^j^^"' •■•'•^ • ■ ; y 
A mere coincidence, the issuance by the Presi- 
dent' s executive order and the conmiunication to the 

i heads of the highest lawmaking bodies on the eve of 
the Prime Minister's air dash to Washington, lent a 
deeper significance to US-Pak relations than meets 
the eye. Pakistan happens to be one of the three ^ 
countries, besides Saudi Arabia and the UAE, to ' 
have accorded full recognition to the Taliban Af- 
ghanistan. It has observed the arrangement scrupu- 
lously, apparently, without a second thought. 

The question, even if hypothetical is (or in due 
course may well arise with some vengeance): Would 
it be at all wise or realistic for Pakistan to expect the 
US President take more than a formal or nominal 
interest in Pakistan's foreign relations in spite of its 
friendly ties with the Afghan Taliban? In other words, 
can the friend of a country's enemy be also a friend 
of that country? ^ 
America makes no bones about the Taliban Af- 
ghanistan being a rogue state. In turn, the Taliban 
Afghanistan treats America as an ungodly, hostile 
nation much in the same way. They threaten America, 
even if only rhetorically, with dire consequences 
should it persists in its anti-fundamentalist (Islamic) 
and anti-Osama policies. 

Where does Pakistan stand vis-a-vis America and 
the Taliban Afghanistan looking up to the one for 
overarching support and assistance and to the other 
for all, the goodwill as an ally and a close neighbour? 



Brigadier (Retd) A.R. Siddiqi 



It would be little more than having one's bread and 
eating it. Since Pakistan is in no position to give up 
the one for the sake of the other it would have to 
strike a balance no matter how tenuous and expedi- 
ent. Whether it does it by bringing the Taliban 
Afghanistan closer to its relatively liberal tradition 
or convincing America and the world of its defacto 
and ie jure status as it being the duly established 
government of the day, remains to be seen. 

As for the objective of bringing the Taliban closer 
to the Pakistani perceptions and perspectives, ef- 
forts towards achieving that would seem to have 
been akeady under way , no matter with what degree 

of success. 

Chief of the Army Staff and Chairman of Joint 
Chiefs' Committee, GeneralPervaizMusharrafdur- ; 
ing course of a recent talk before an elitist public 
forum in Karachi, roundly argued for Pakistan's 
full support to the Taliban. As the majority Pushtun 
segment of the Afghan society and state, the Taliban, 
sharing a historical commonality with our own 
Pushtuns, must be accepted and recognised as such. 
As for their religious radicalism and zealotry, these 
could be tempered in due course to bring them 
round to the Pakistani mindset - 

Gen. Musharraf called the Taliban Afghanistan *a 
success story' for its spectacular military successes. 
They brought peace to the war-torn Af^anistan by 
ending the bitter and protracted intra-Mo/a/i/rfeen 
factional fighting. Ever since the fall of Kabul in 
September' 4 996 andi the first capturerpfiMazar-i'^ 
:ShsM iiliiMa? i997,2thfiijTaUbanTth2uve .been in: 
command and control of three-fourths of the coun- 
try regardless of the temporary setbacks suffered 
{viz the loss of Mazar-i-Sharif for a while followed 
by its recapture and continuing hold). 

Pakistan' s principal dilemma vis-a-vis the Taliban 
Afghanistan is that the stronger the latter grows the 
worse off Pakistan finds itself in foreign relations 
vis a vis the US, the UN and much of the rest of the 
worid. And yet its close and intimate relationship 
, with the US remains the mainstay of its foreign 
policy; and the Washington joint statement its 
centerpiece. 

At their last conference at the GHQ, the Corps 
Commanders and VSOs reviewed, at length, the 
post-Kargil geostrategic environment, pen. Pervaiz ^ 
Musharraf presided over the conference. Among 
the large array of subjects discussed,Uhe partici- 
pants, also, reviewed the Pak-US relations *with 
special reference to the Washington Accord* . What 
sort of a consensus emerged at the end of the revie w 
is not known. Which ever it might have been, die 
joint statement stays on our strategic agenda at the 
' top policy-making level. Not until either one or both 
of the summit-level parties the US President and the 
Pakistani PM make a public gesture to wriggle put 
of it, could we start having second tiioughts about it. 

In his statement (dated August, 13) Foreign Min- 
ister Sartaj Aziz spoke optimistically of the poten- 
tial of the success of the Washington joint state- 
ment. He hoped that tune would Vindicate' it. 



*Only time will tell, it will bear ftuit...' He went 
rebut the criticism of the joint statement by tl 
opposition parties contending that the *involvemei 
of the international community in the Kashmir iss' 
*greatiy' favoured Pakistan's stand. Regardless 
the pros and cons of die US President - Pak PM joi 
statement, it was projected as a triumph of Prir 
Minister Nawaz Sharif s statesmanship in saving t 
Subcontinent from a catastrophic war witii a nuclc 
potential. 

And justifiably so; for the avoidance of war, esj 
cially one looking so imminent, is indeed the aeid ti 
of statesmanship. That is in spite of the ovcrwheli 
ing and quite often, raw, compulsions of natioi 
pride and vanity. In his wide-ranging address to t 
nation on August 12, die Prime Minister said, "...^ 
never pray for war as it becomes difficult to find w 
is die winner after a war between two atomic coi 
tries." Words of great wisdom and sagacity dist 
guishing a statesman from a rabble-rousing pol: 
cian. He went on to urge the two neighbours to e 
dieir differences so diat dieir economic conditio 
could improve by ^avoiding billions of expendim 
on their defence.' 

Would it be wrong to call the Washington jc 
statement as the expedient and the precipitat 
circumstance behind the shifting of the focus of 
PM's public pronouncements from confrontatior 
reconciliation? The tone and accent of die P^ 
statement has, once again, picked up quite a gc 
deal of the verve of those at the height of the Kai 
crisis between May 26 and July 5. Still diere is li 
^ctft underestimate die reality of die Washington ijc 
CHiistatero^ .except perhaps in the tone- of public ic* 
I .sumption speeches to suit die temper of the mom< 
The dilemma we must face, sooner or later, 
mains implicit in our traditional dependence 
America and our declared recognition of die Talil 
Afghanistan as an established fact beyond questi 
How long could we keep on riding die two n 
matched and skittish horses at the same time? Not 
very much longer. The US-Pakistan-Afghanis 
troika would be quite unsustainable for as long as 
Taliban Afghanistan persists in its Islamic radi( 
ism and America refuses to settle for anything 1 
dian a substantial departure from it. 
As for Pakistan, die choice between the fire and 

frying pan, hard as ever, would be becoming hai 
still. We are left widi die onerous task of proving 
credentials to two sworn enemies as a friend of b< 
A task beyoncf die accepted diplomatic norms 
not quite consistent even with the minimum m< 
standards. Running with die hare of the Isla 
Miban Afghanistan and hunting widi the houn< 
an unlslamic and reputedly arrogant America, c 
for die kind of stamina and cunning we could hai 
claim to have. ^ 

What dien niust we do? There is no easy answc 
that. Perhaps by tuning down our own media pro 
tion of political Islam, we could, at least, hop 
bring die Taliban round to our own perception s 
and convipce America of our calculated detachn 
from the so-called militant or terrorist' Islam in 
American usage. 
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Opp accuses 
Taliban of 
massacring 
300 villagers 

KABUL (AFP) - The Afghani oppo- 
sition on Monday accused the ruling 
Taliban of massacring hundreds of vil- 
lagers in territory north of Kabul cap- 
tured and occupied for three days last 
week. 

•We do not have an exact figure, but 
initial estimates put it at between 200 to 
300 people in different places,' said 
Mohammad Aref, a spokesman for 
opposition commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

He alleged in one instance the Is- 
lamic fighters had tied 25 people in a 
row and shot them dead near Bagram 
airbase, 50 kilometers (30 miles) north 
of Kabul. 

No independent confirmation or 
Taliban comment was immediately- 
available. , 

The Taliban early last week swept 
through most of the northern provinces 
of Parwan and Kapisa as, well ^as thej 
adjacent Shamali plains in a long an-| 
ticipated summer offensive. i 

But three days later they were pushed 
out from strategic areas in counter- 
attacks by Masood' s troops and sup- 
porters. 

According to the opposition, up to 
450 Taliban soldiers died in the clashes. 
Their bodies have been left to rot. 

Masood is the only obstacle frustrat- 
ing the Taliban's aim of bringing the 
entire country under its strict Moslem 
rule. The militia already holds around ' 
80 per cent of the territory. 

DAWN 
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Alliance offer 
to hand 

over bodies 
of Taliban 



ISLAMABAD, Aug 7: Afghan- 
istan's opposition aUiance offered 
on Saturday to hand over the bod- 
ies of Taliban fighters in exchange 
for allowing thousands of civilians 
displaced in the latest fighting to 
return home. 

Sources close to main opposition 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood 
also said opposition forces recap- 
tured some ground from the ruling 
Taliban in fighting on Saturday in 
the northeast. i 
The opposition alliance said 
more than 500 Taliban fighters 
were killed when Masood's forces 
launched a counter-attack on ^ 
Thursday to recapture most of the 
territory they had lost in a Taliban • 
offensive north of Kabul. 

Ahmad Wali, a brother of Masood, 
told Reuters by satellite telephone 
on Saturday Taliban could get the 
bodies of its fighters if it allowed 
displaced civilians to return to their 
homes in the Shomali region north 
of Kabul.— Reuters 
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Opposition mopping up after countersteike: Taliban wary of next.move 

Ahmed Shah Masood offers 
talks to Taliban leadership 



By Nafees Takkar 



ISLAMABAD - Afghanistan's oppo- 
sition Northern Alliance's surprise 
counter attack has made Taliban wary 
of their next move towards north of 
Kabul as they remained defensive on 
the battlefield on Friday. 

"Our forces are busy in regrouping," • 
said Taliban officials here Friday. They 
said their Thursday's retreat from the 
newly captured areas was tactical. 

Taliban received a major setback on 
Thursday in their summer offensive 
against commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood when they lost all the captured 
areas to forces loyal to Masood in only 
one day. Taliban later said local upris- 
ings forced them to leave their newly 
occupied positions to avoid heavy civil 
casualties. The offensive was launched 
on July 28 last Which, earned condem- 
nation of US and United Nations Secu- 
. rity Council (UNSC). 
I On Friday, the battle-field did not 
I witness major ups and downs. "Both 
sides are trying to strengthen their po- 
sitions," an Islamabad-based Taliban 
official said. He said new strategy 
would be evolved to reach a crucial 
stage on the battle field. ' 

Ahmad Shah Masood, on the other 
hand, has once again expressed his will- 
ingness for talks with Taliban. In an in- 
terview with a Peshawar-based Pashto 
daily, "Wahdat", Masood said that war 
was not the solution of Afghanistan is- 
sue. He also alleged that mercenaries 



including Pakistanis and Arabs were 
fighting on the side of Taliban. 

Over a week long offensive Taliban 
captured about 50 kilometers area of 
Ahmad Shah Masood which, included 
towns of Charikar, Mehmude Raqi, 
Tagab, Nejrab, Jabalus Siraj and Gul- 
bahar situated near Masood's native, 
Panjsher Valley. 

The Taliban official claimed, howev- 
er, that their fighters were still holding 
mountain tops in areas close to the op- 
position positions. 

Masood Thurday's offensive brought 
the frontline from the opening to Pan- 
jsher valley to 25 kilometer^ to the north 
' of Afghanistan's capital Kabul. 

This was for the third time that Tali- 
ban advances towards Panjsher valley 
have met with failure. 

The previous two occasions were m 
1996 and 1 998 when Taliban were dealt 
with heavy casualties. This time, how- 
ever, the Taliban claim they lost five to 
six men at Jablus Siraj. 

The Taliban have maintained their 
hold on areas they had captured in Kun- 
duz province. 

Earlier on Tuesday Taliban took Sher 
Khan port bordering Tajikistan and 
Imam Sahib district of the northern 
province of Kunduz. 

The Tuesday's gains had given Tali- 
ban the only remaining port of Sher 
Khan on river Oxus so far held by the 
opposition forces, which also led to the 
total fall of the province of Kunduz. The 
provinces of Takhar and Badakhshan, 
both under the control of the opposi- 



tion commander Ahmad Shah Masood, 
are bordering the Kunduz province. 

T^iban's this summer offensive has 
displaced about 100,000 people from 
the areas they have captured, accord- 
ing to UNHCR. ^ ^ 

Taliban said earlier they had shifted 
displaced people to Kabul and refugees 
camps of Samarkhel and Hisarshahi 
near Jalalabad. 

AFP adds: Afghan opposition forces 
said Friday they were mopping up and 
securing territory snatched back from 
the ruling Taliban militia in a lightoing 
counter-offensive which left hundreds 
dead. 

An opposition spokesman said the old 
front lines on the Old and New Roads 
about 25 kilometres north of the capital 
Kabul had been secured as the Taliban 
conceded their losses. 

*We have now captured all lost terri- 
tories. The previous front lines have 
been re-established and we will soon 
decide our next course of action,* said 
the opposition spokesman, who de- 
clined to be named. 

Taliban dead may amount to 1,000 
but we have to confirm this with other 
field commanders,' he added. 

Independent sources said they be- 
lieved the situation on front lines was 
tense but quiet with many of the mili- 
tia's troops returning to Kabul where 
they were expected to regroup. 

*The casualties were heavy, there is 
no doubt, the hospitals in Kabul have 
been very busy,' one western source 
told AFP. 
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Alliance wants 
Pakistan to 
stop backing 

Taliban 



TEHRAN, Aug 22: Afghan oppo- 
sition has asked Pakistan to bring 
shift in its policy on Afghanistan by 
"withdrawing army from 
Afghanistan and abandoning sup- 
port to the Taliban." 

In an interview with Radio 
Tehran, a dose aid of Afghan com- 
mander Ahmed Shah Masood and 
chief delegate of the Afghan opposi- 
tion in talks with Pakistan delega- 
tion, Yunus Qanooni said that the 
problem could not be resolved only 
through rhetoric and urged 
Islamabad to take practical steps in 
this direction. "If Pakistan really 
wants to bring in a shift in its policy 
and hold talks, it should withdraw 
forces from Afghanistan and also 
give up its support to the Taliban," 
he said. » 

Pakistan, he said, "should prove 
itself as a neutral and impartial 
country. It should prove that it 
would not longer interfere in 
Afghanistan. I think, it would be a 
practical step for good relations 
between the people of Afghanistan 
and Pakistan", Qanooni said. 

"Instead of sending army to 
Afghanistan and fighting against 
the Afghan nation, Islamabad 
should evolve a new strategy keep- 
ing in view the interests of the peo- 
ple of Afghanistan and Pakistan," 
he observed. 

On Pakistan contacts with the 
Taliban in the wake of Dushanbe 
talks between the Afghan opposi- 
tion and Pakistani delegation* 
Qanooni said that "it is upto them 
as to whether or not they want to go 
to Kandahar and meet the Taliban 
leaders. 

The Afghan opposition has noth- 
ing to do with it. The talks are 



between the governments of 
Afghanistan and Pakistan," he said. 
"We told them that it is their inter- 
nal problem as to whether or not 
they meet the Taliban and also 
informed them that we did not have 
any message to be conveyed to the 
Taliban through Pakistan", 
Qanooni said. 

He said that Pakistan govern- 
ment has requested Professor 
Rabbani to send a delegation for 
talks between the governments of 
Pakistan and Afghanistan in the 
wake of new political and military 
developments in Afghanistan. 

The Afghan opposition, he said, 
believes in talks and that is why, 
the proposal of Pakistan was wel- 
comed and a delegation formed for 
talks. It was agreed upon that the 
Pakistani delegation would come to 
Faizabad but due to technical prob- 
lems, the meeting could not take 
place in Faizabad and instead nego- 
tiations were held in Dushanbe, he 
said. 

The Afghan opposition, Qanooni 
reiterated, has rejected the media- 
tion off of Pakistan because medi- 
ation could be done by a neutral 
country but "Pakistan is not impar- 
tial as its army and people are fight- 
ing against the nation in 
Afghanistan. This is why their medi- 
ation offer has been rejected," he 
said. 

"If the Pakistan government now 
stresses that war is not a solution to 
the problems and wants to resolve 
problems between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, we think, it is a positive 
development as it is in conformity 
with the policy of the Islamic gov- 
ernment of Afghanistan," Qanooni 
added.— NNI 



Islamabad's 
initiative 
has failed: 
spokesman 

KABUL, Aug 24: Pakistan's mi- 
tiative to start a peace process in 
Afghanistan has "failed" because 
the anti-Taliban alliance did not 
consider Islamabad an impartial 
broker, an opposition spokesman 
claimed here on Tuesday. 

"The talks failed because the 
Pakistanis did ^ot offer anything 
new, nor could ^ey prove in prac- 
tice that they were impartial peace 
mediators,"- the spokesman 
Abdullah told AFP. . 

A Pakistani delegation headed 
by top interior ministry official 
Rustam Shah travelled to Tajikis^ 
tan's capital Dushanbe on Monday 
for a second round of talks with' 
representatives of the Afghan 
northern alliance. 

Abdullah said the northern 
alliance would not hold further 
talks with Pakistan until it took 
practical steps to end its "military" 
support to the Taliban militia* 

"We believe ^at the short-cut to 
peace in Afghanistan is cessation of 
Pakistani aid to the Taliban and 
dispatch of reinforcements of 
troops and volimteers to our coun- 
try," Abdullah claimed. 

Abdullah said intemational and 
domestic pressure had forced 
Pakistan to initiate the peace 
move. ^ 

The spokesman alleged that the 
Pakistan "mediators" had tried to 
"politically manipulate" Monday's 
talks in Dushanbe with a northern 
alliance delegation headed by 
Yunus Qanooni. He did not elabo- 
rate. 

Another opposition figure, com- 
mander Sayed Hussain Ahwari, 
who participated in the talks, said 
Pakistan had proposed a formula 
for power sharing between the two 
sides to end the conflia. 

He said Northern Alliance lead- 
ers were expected to discuss the 
formula and give a response to 
Islamabad in the coming days. 

Qanooni is a dos^ aid to opposi- 
tion miUtai^ commimder Ahmad 
Shah Masbod;— AFP : 
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Afghans reject 
Pakistan move 
for mediation 



DUSHANBE, Aug 19: Afghan 
groups allied to opposition com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood have 
rejected Pakistan's offer to medi- 
ate in peace talks with the Taliban, 
an Afghan delegation said here on 

Thursday. 

"We have rejected the mediation 
proposal of the Pakistani delega- 
tion," said Muhammad Yunus 
Konimi, head of the Afghan delega- 
tion. 

"We explained to the Pakistani 
repr^esentatives that they cannot 
act aV mediators because a media- 
tor is a neutral and impartial per- 
son and they are at war against us," 



he told reporters. 

Konuni, who met the Pakistani 
delegation in the Tajik capital, 
called on Pakistan to end its sup- 
port for the Taliban and to with- 
draw its forces from Afghan territo- 
ry. 

Delegations from the Afghan 

opp osition and Pakistan will meet 

again next week, although no firm 

date or venue for the talks have 

been set. 
Pakistani officials will travel on 

Saturday to- Kandahar, headquar- 
ters of the Taliban.— AFP 



Afghan opposition 
rejects Pakistan 
mediation 

DUSHANBE (AFP) - Afghan groups 
allied to opposition commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood have rejected Pakistan's 
offer to mediate in peace talks with the 
Taliban, an Afghan delegation said here 
Thursday. 

*We have rejected the mediation pro- 
posal of the Pakistani delegation,' said 
Muhammad Yunus Konuni, head of the 
Afghan delegation. 

* We explained to the Pakistani repre- 
sentatives that they cannot act as medi- 
ators because a mediator is a neutral and 
impartial person and they are at war 
against us,' he told reporters. 

Konuni, who met with Pakistani del- 
egation in the Tajik capital, called on 
Pakistan to end its support for the Tali- 
ban militia and to withdraw its forces 
from Afghan territory. 

Pakistani officials were to travel Sat- 
urday to the southern Afghan region of 
Kandahar, headquarters of the Taliban. 



Kandahar people carried 
out blast, says opposition 



KABUL (AFP) - Af^hahistan'^ anti- 
Taliban alliance said Wednesday it was 
not responsible for any assassination 
attempt pn the life of the ruling 
Taliban's supreme leader Miilla 
Mohammad Omar. ^ x - \ 

Opposition general Sayed Anwain 
said Tuesday's massive bomb explo- 
sion near Omar' s house in the southern 
capital of Kandahar was the result of 
frustrated locals venting their anger at 

the militia. 

* We cannot take responsibility for 
this act. We have not done it. This is 
the reaction of the ^epple of 
Kandahar after Pakistan religious 
scholars announced a Jehad (Holy 
War) against Afghan people,' he 

said. , 

The anti-Taliban alliance has fought 
a five year civil war against the Taliban 
which has enUsted the support of Is- 
lamic fundamentalists in Pakistan. 

*There will be more of such incidents 
against Pakistan,' Anwari said. 

Since winning control over most of 
Afghanistan, the Taliban has imposed 
a strict interpretation of Islamic sharia 
law while thousands of Pakistan vol- 
unteers have taken up arms against 
the alliance. 

UN special envoy for Afghani- 
stan Lakdhar. Brahimi has warned 
against the use of Pakistan and Arab 
mercenaries. , 

*The Kandahar blast is the reac 
tion of the people of Kandaha 



against the Pakistani invasion. This 
shows the hatred of, our freedom 
loving people against MuUa Omar 
who brought the Pakistanis to Af- 
ghanistan,' Anwari said. 
:*This spirit is strengthening,' he 

::added;^'\v' ■ 'l;: 
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Pakistan's Afghan peace bid founders 

N. Alliance doubts 
Islamabad impartiality 



KABUL (AFP) - A Pakistani 
initiative to start a peace process 
in Afghanistan has "failed" be- 
cause the anti-Taliban alliance did 
not consider Islamabad an impar- 
tial broker, an opposition' 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

"The talks failed because the 
Pakistanis did not offer anything 
new, nor could they prove in prac- 
tice that they were impartial peace 
mediators," the spokesman 
Abdullah told AFP: 

Another' opposition figure, 
commanded Sayed Hussain 
Anwari, said Pakistan had pre- 
sented a formula for power-shar- 
ing between the warring sides at 
Monday*s talks in Tajikistan 
with a Northern Alliance delega- 
tion. 

Anwari, who participai^ed!^r*tt!ir 
Dushanbe meeting.'did not give 
details of the formula, but said op- 
position leaders could meet to dis- 
cuss it and give their response to 
Islamabad in the coming days. 

He, however, stressed that 



Pakistan should end its "interfer- 
ence." The delegation headed by 
top Interior Ministry official 
Rustam Shah travelled to 
Tajikistan's capital Dushanbe on 
Monday for a second round of 
talks with representatives of the 
Northern Alliance. 

The delegation held talks with 
the opposition in Dushanbe last 
week after which it conferred with 
the Taliban leadership in 
Afghanistan before returning to 
the Tajik capital. 

Abdullah said the Northern 
Alliance would not hold further 
talks with Pakistan until it took 
practical steps to end its "mili- 
tary" support t0^th'e Taliban mili- 
tia..- 

"We believe that the short-cut 
to peace in Afghanistan is cessa- 
tion of Pakistani aid to the Taliban 
and despatch of reinforcements of 
troops and volunteers to our coun- 
try," Abdullah stressed. 



Pakistan, which launched the 
mission early last week, has dis- 
missed allegations of military sup- 
port to Taliban as "malicious and 
baseless." It said the aim of its re- 
newed peace efforts was to help the 
warring sides engage in negotia- 
tions to restore peace to the war- 
torn country. ^ 

Abdullah observed international 
and domestic pressure forced 
Pakistan to initiate the peace move. 
He said Pakistan's ''flagrant in- 
volvemeht" in the Afghan conflict 
had upset its, own people as well as 
the international community. 

The spokesman alleged that the 
Pakistani "mediators" tried to "po- 
litically manipulate" Monday's 
talks iir Dushanbe with a northern 
alliance delegation headed by 
Yunus Qanooni. He did not elabo- 
rate. 

Qanooni is a close aid to oppo- 
sition military commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood, who stands as the 
last hurdle to the Taliban's avowed 
goal to extend its more than 80 per 
cent control in Afghanistan to the 
entire country. 

The religious militia accuses 
Tajikistan, Iran, Russia and India of 
backing Masood. 
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Fighting eases in 
Afghanistan 



KABUL, July 31: Fighting had 
eased on Afghanistan's front lines 
by Saturday morning as the 
TaUban and forces loyal to oppoa- 
tion commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood re-grouped and prepared 
for fresh assaults. 

"There are signs the Taliban are 
preparing for a new wave of 
attacks and we are preparing to 
defend," an opposition spokesman 

^^The Taliban — which controls 80 
per cent of Afghanistan — 
launched its summer offensive on 
Wednesday, aimed at taking 
ground controlled by Masood and 
ending the country's protracted 

civil war. 

The opposition spokesman said 
the five focal fronts of the offensive 
— the Old Road and New Road, 25 
kilometres north of Kabul, Koh-i- 
Safi, Nejrab and Ghorband were all 

Independent sources confirmed a 
lull in the fighting. A Taliban 
spokesman was unavailable for 

comment. 

However, Taliban aerial bom- 
bardments around the front lines 
continued and fighting had erupted 
in Faryab province in the north 
west, the opposition added. 

Masood and his troops have 
heavily fortified themselves in the 
Panjsher Valley. The southern 
perimeter is ringed by the Old and 
New roads, Koh-i-Safi and the twin 
districts of Tagab and Nejrab. 
Ghorband lies to the valley's 

west. 

The Panjsher is manned mainly 



by Tajiks together with ethnic 
Hazaras, Uzbeks and Turkmen. 
Masood's commanders originated 
from the Mujahideen factions who 
fought the 1978-89 occupation by 
the former Soviet Union. 

In conjunction with other ethnic 
groups they have maintained five 
years of war against the ethnic 
Pashtoon Taliban. 

The opposition spokesman said 
the Taliban stiU held Nejrab which 
they seized on Wednesday after 
launching infantry assaults from 
nearby Tagab while General Sayed 
Anwari, from Harakat-i-Islaihi, said 
casualties were heavy. 

Independent sources say com- 
bined figures from individual 
reports put the number of dead and 
wounded for both sides at more 
than 1,000 after three days of fight- 

"^Masood has also conceded militia 
gains along the New Road towards 
the opposition-held and strategical- . 
ly important Bagram airbase. 
However, Anwari rejected specula-^ 
tion the Taliban had captured 

Bagram. , 

Kabul's money markets were nfe 
with speculation that Bagram had 
been taken by the Taliban, result- 
ing in the Af j^ani currency gaining 
4.6 per cent against the US dollar 
on Saturday morning, money ven- 
dors said. 1. u- 
"I can tell you that as of this 
morning Bagram has not fallen," 
Anwari said. Masood's official 
spokesman Abdullah also said he 
could "categorically deny reports 
Bagram had fallen".— -AFP 



Masood men 




'Pakistanis' 



KABUL, July 31: Afghanistan's 
opposition on Saturday said three 
alleged 'Pakistani mercenaries' 
fighting with the Taliban had been 
captured by forces loyal to com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood in 
northern Afghanistan. 

"The three were captUf ed at 
Dara-i-Souf two days ago wftftre the 
fighting has now eased,^ fi^neral 
Sayed Anwari told AF]^^ 

Anwari also dalai^d *2,000 
Pakistani merceiU||l^ had been 
deployed to Qargl^lp^'the north 
west outskirts of Kalym%DLd called 
on the United Natior|| Bnd the 
Organisatioii^ ol Islsuxiic*C^im$eiQS« 
to exert their influence on 
Islamabad. 

"They need to pressure Pakistan 
to help ease tensions in 
Afghanistan and to stop interfer- 
ing," he said. 

Pakistan has rejected claims of 
any formal military involvement in 
Afghanistan but has conceded that 
Mujahideen trained in Pakistan 
madrassas could be fighting with 
the Taliban. 

A Taliban spokesman was 
unavailable for comment.-— AFP 
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Taliban blitz forces 
opposition to retreat 



. KABUL (AFP) . Afghanistan's front- 
lines erupted into full scale battle zones 
on Sunday with the ruling Taliban mi- 
litia scoring quick victories and forc- 
ing opposition troops led by command- 
er Ahmad Shah Masood to retreat. 

Opposition and independent sources 
said the Taliban had made substantial 
gains in pushing back Kabul's northern 
frontlines with the heaviest fighting 
centred on Bagram airbase, 50 kilome- 
tres north of the capital. 

*We are no longer on the Old Road. 
Our forces have retreated,' opposition 
spokesman Abdullah conceded. 

Kabul's two frondines had been po- 
sitioned on the Old and New roads 
about 25 kilometres north of the city. 
They had remained unchanged for three 
years until the Taliban launched the 
summer offensive on Wednesday. 

Abdullah said Masood's troops had 
withdrawn from the C^d Road to defend 
Charikar, a provinoial ^eit)^ ri^ighbbfirC, 
ing Bajgram airbase. Effectively Kabul's 
frontlines have been redrawn. 
The Taliban earlier stunned tHe op- 



position by capturing Bagram airbase 
with a fresh assault along the New Road 
that ended a 24-hour lull in fighting 
which enabled both sides to clear out 
the dead and wounded. 

But later the opposition retook the 
base, opposition and independent sourc- 
es said. 

Diplomatic sources in Islamabad said 
some 300 foreigners who were fighting 
alongside the Taliban were taken pris- 
oner by the opposition troops at Ba- 
gram, but added the overall military sit- 
uation was precarious for Masood. 

*Our forces recaptured Bagram. We 
launched a counter strike from the north 
and from villages around Bagram. Some 
Taliban tanks, about 30, moved out from 

Bagram. Now they are in a semi-siege 
situation,' Abdullah said. 

Abdullah conceded the. Taliban had 
strong^, firepower, greatly lielped/by 
^^e^^^Qjetfighters.•/*^^ #^ 4 
' V^^'ln the' Current offensive they are 
widely using battle tanks and other ar- 
jnour^d vehicles as opposed to the Japr 
anese pick-ups,' he said. 

Last year the Taliban swept through 
northern and central Afghanistan 
aboard their Japanese four-wheel-drive 
pick-ups, locally known as *bipour'. 

The Taliban regime has not comment- 
ed since launching the offensive 
Wednesday. He is the last rival who stands 
between total Taliban control of Afghani- 
stan, following five years of civil war. 

The Islamic militia controls 80 per- 
cent of Afghanistan but Masood holds 
the northeast provinces and has heavily 
fortified his forces in the Panjsher Val- 
ley which relies on Bagram to the south 
for supplies and arms. 

Independent sources with close links 
to the Taliban said the militia had 
launched separate strikes from bases in 
the Ghorband Valley to the west of Cha- 
rikar and Jabul Saraj. 

Other sources confirmed Taliban in- 
fantry from Ghorband had cut the 
Northem- Highway, an extension of the 
Old Road, between Charikar and Jabul 
Saraj. 'This means the Taliban are now 
advancing on Masood's troops and the 
new frontline at Charikar and Bagram 
from the north and from the south,' one 
independent source said. 

Across the Afghan capital residents 
complained bitterly over the renewed 
civil war. 



The artillery fire and aerial bombard- 
ments were much heavier and louder 
; tl^an in recent memory, with jets 
j screaming low overhead and shells ex- 
ploding perilously close to homes on 
Kabul's outskirts. 

I 'In 1996 it was worse with civil war 
being fought in Kabul. But still last 
night was different, very loud, very hot 
fighting, particularly around dawn,' 
said a resident, Mohammad Yar. 

Independent sources said the Tali- 
ban's ability to secure Kabul had vastly 
improved by forcing the opposition into 

retreat and knocking out rocket-launch- 
" ing positions held by Masood along the 
way. No rockets landed on Kabul Sun- 
day and the militia's aging MiGs flew 
out of Kabul airport unimpeded. 

At least 75 rockets have exploded in 
or around the airport in the last tiiree 
months alone: Thirty-one were fired 
from Masood's po^sitions last week. 

'Masood can still strike Kabul from 
the Panjsher ^yith longer range rx)ckets 
but for the moment his routine means of 
hitting the Taliban are over,' one west- 
em observer said. The Taliban have 
had a good day.' Updated casualty fig- 
ures were unavailable for the fifth day 
of the offensive. But independent sourc- 
es have said the number of dead and 
wounded from the first four days, on 
both sides, could exceed 1,000. 

*The militia's biggest problems are 
landmines. Masood has laid them out in 
a very clever way. There are paths 
through the fields but at the end you'll 
fmd machine gunners,' the western ob- 
server said. 
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Opposition denies claim 



Taliban 
capture 
Bagram 

airbase 




KLAlBUL, Aug 1: Afghan 
frontlines erupted into full 
scale battle zones on Sunday 
with the ruling TaUban scor- 
ing quick victories, forcing 
opposition troops and their 
commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood into a retreat. 

Sources said the Taliban had 
made substantial gains in push- 
ing back Kabul's northern 
frontlines with the heaviest 
fighting centred on Bagram air- 
base, 50 kilometres north of the 
capital. 

"We are no longer on the Old 
Road. Our forces have retreated," 
opposition spokesman, Abdullah 

conceded. 

Kabul's two frontlines were posi- 
tioned on the Old and New roads 
about 25 kilometres north of the 
city. They had remained 
unchanged for three years until the 
Taliban launched its summer offen- 
sive on Wednesday. 

Abdullah said Masood's troops 
had withdrawn from the Old Road 
to defend Charikar, a provincial 
city neighbouring Bagram airbase. 
Effectively Kabul's front lines have 
been re-drawn 50 kilometres north 

of the city. 

The ruling Taliban earlier 
stunned the opposition by captur- 
ing Bagram airbase with a fresh 
assault along the New Road that 
ended a 24-hour lull in the fighting 
which enabled both sides to clean 
out the dead and wounded. 

"Our forces recaptured Bagram. 
We launched a counter strike from 
the north and from villages around 
Bagram. Some TaUban tanks, about 
30, moved out from Bagram. Now 
they are in a semi-siege situation," 
Abdullah said after conceding ear- 
lier the loss of the airbase. 

A clear picture about the latest 
military situation was not avail- 
able. Independent sources and 



opposition also claimed that about 
300 Pakistani Taliban were also 
captured when Masood troops 
launched a counter off ensive. 

The TaUban has not commented 
since launching its offensive 
against Masood last Wednesday. 
He is the last rival who stands 
between total Taliban control of 
Afghanistan, f oUowing five years of 

civil war. . 

The miUtia controls 80 per cent 
of the country but Masood holds 
the northeast provinces and has 
heavily fortified his forces in the 
Panjsher Valley which reUes on 
Bagram to the south for suppUes 

and arms. 

Across the Afghan capital resi- 
dents complained bitterly. 

The artillery fire and aerial bom- 
bardments were much heavier and 
louder than recent experiences 
with jets screaming low overhead 
and shells exploding perilously 
close to residential areas on 
Kabul's outskirts. 

"In 1996 it was worse with civil 
war being fought in Kabul. But still 
last night was different, very loud, 
very hot fighting, particularly 
around dawn," local, Mohammad 

Yar, said. 

However, independent sources 
said the TaUban's abiUty to secure 
Kabul had vastly improved by forc- 
ing the opposition into retreat and 
knocking out rocket launching posi- 
tions held by Masood along the 

way. ' ■ ' , 

No rockets landed on Kabul on. 
Simday and the miUtia's aging fleet 
of MiGs flew out of Kabul airport 
unimpeded for the first time in^ 
recent memory. 

At least 75 rockets have explod- 
ed in or around the airport in the 
last three months alone. Thirty-one 
were fired from Masood's positions 

last week. 

Updated casualty figures were 
unavailable for the fifth day of the 
offensive.—AFP 
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Masood men join 
Taliban 



ISLAMABAD, July 31: Two oppo- 
sition commanders and 900 fighters 
surrendered on Saturday to the 
TaUban in the province of Kapisa 
north of Kabul, AIP reported. 

Abdul Had! Safi with his 600 
troops and HabibuUah Afghan with 
300 fighters joined the TaUban in 
the town of Nejrab, the private 
news service said. 

The TaUban launched an offen- 
sive on Wednesday against opposi- 
tion forces loyal to Ahmad Shah 
Masood. The AIP said the TaUban 
had seized part of Nejrab in their 
current offensive but the two com- 
manders who surrendered were stiU 
occupying some areas in the 
district.— AFP 



Kuwaiti killed in 
Afghanistan 

.KUWAIT CITY, Aug 9: A 
Kuwaiti has been kiUed ii;i Afghan- 
istan while fighting in\ a recent 
offensive for the taliban hiiUtia, a 
newspaper reported on Monday. 
The man, identified by the initials 
A.B. and his nom-de-guerre Abu 
Maath, was killed in Panjsher 
VaUey.— AFP 
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Taliban make strategic gains 

Pakistan has no troops in Afghanistan: FO 



KABUL (AFP) - Taliban forces made 
major strategic gains Monday with the 
capture of the key northern city of Cha- 
rikar and Bagram airbase after heavy 
fighting with troops loyal to opposition 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood, in- 
dependent sources said. 

The Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) later 
reported the fall of the town of Jabul 
Seraj, 80 kilometers north of Kabul, to 
the Taliban in their push toward 
Masood's Panjsher valley bastion. 

Another AIP report said Taliban 
troops had also captured Mahmmud-i- 
Raqi, capital of the northeastern prov- 
ince of Kapisa. 

The Pakistan-based private news 
service quoted Taliban sources as say- 
ing Masood*s forces had retreated into 
the Panjsher after dynamiting the en- 
trance to the valley. 

There was no immediate comment 
from the opposition on the day's events. 

Independent sources in Kabul said 
hundreds of civilians fled surrounding 
districts as the Taliban troops advanced 
into Charikar. 

Taliban troops are in Charikar and 
they have also advanced northwards and 

are on the edge of Jabul Saraj,' one 
source in Kabul said earlier. 

Jabul Saraj is strategically important 
as it guards access to the Salaiig Tun- 
nel on the main Salang highway that 
links Kabul with northern Afghanistan. 

It is also located close to Gulbahar 
district which sits at the mouth of 
Masood's Panjsher Valley bastion. 

Independent sources said combined 
dead and wounded figures for both sides 
from five days of renewed fighting were 
well in excess of 1,000. The number is 
probably closer to 1,500 by now,' one 
foreign aid worker said. 

AIP said at least 28 Masood soldiers 
died and many were wounded in the 
fighting for Charikar. The AIP put the 
Taliban losses at five dead. 

It said the Islamic militia also cap- 
tured 130 opposition fighters and seized 
a large quantity of arms and ammuni- 
tion iti the city. 

A local journalist said 'Bagram air 
base and Charikar town are under firm 
and complete control of the Taliban. 

The Islamic militia seized back the 
airbase, north of Kabul, after capturing 



and then losing it again within hours on 
Sunday. 

'Masood forces have retreated into 
the Panjsher valley. There was not much 
fighting and the Taliban entered Chari- 
kar without any resistance early in the 
morning after Masood pulled out.' 
, He said Charikar was like a 'ghost 
town' with all the shops closed and no 
civilians on the streets. Normally 
around 30,000 to 40,000 people live 
there. " ' ; • 

'The advance has forced hundreds of 
civilians to flee. Many are heading for 
Kabul and some, particularly Masood 
supporters, will head north or retreat 
into the Panjsher valley,' one foreign 
aid worker said. 

The journalist added the Taliban have 
gone beyond Charikar to Pul-i-Matak, 
70 kilometres north of Kabul. Bagram 
was also totally under Taliban control, 
he said. 

The capture of the Masood stronghold 
and the airport was a major gain for the 
Taliban which launched a summer of- 
fensive last week. The Islamic militia 
control more than 30 percent of Afghan- 
istan. > 

Masood is the only obstacle to com- 
plete control. 

The offensive came almost iiiirnedi- 
ately after peace efforts by the United 
Nations failed to find a political resolu- 
tion to the Afghan civil war. 

On Sunday the militia made signifi- 
cant gains by pushing the Kabul front- 
lines back 25 kilometres to the south- 
em edge of Charikar and Bagram air- 
base, about 50 kilometres north of the 
capital. 

AIP said the Taliban overran several ; 
northern towns on Sunday including 
Guldara, Shakardara, Istalif, Qarabagh; 
and Farza. No comments were imme- 
diately available from the Taliban or the . 
opposition spokesmen. 

The Taliban have been waging a five 
year civil war against forces loyal to 
ethnic Tajik commander Masood who 
holds the northeast provinces. 

Nafees Takkar adds: Habibullah, First 
Secretary of Afghan embassy in Islam- 



abad, told The Nation on Monday that 
Taliban forces have captured Mehmude 
: Raqi — capital of Kapisa province, Cha- 
Tikar-capital of Parwan province, Gul- 
bahar and Jablus Siraj, at the doorsteps 
of Panjsher Valley. Tahban have already 
strengthened their positions at Charikar 
and Bagram airbase. 

The frontlines are now positioned 
about 70 kilometers far from the Afghan 
capital, Habibullah said. "Our forces 
can now easily hit Panjsher Valley with 
rockets from Mehmude Raqi," he said. 

Habibullah, First Secretary of the 
Afghan Embassy got the latest fighting 
position from Taliban high authorities 
in Kabul. "Yes, I have a constant con- 
tact with Kabul," he said. 

He said Taliban's quick advance to- 
wards Panjsher valley has been stopped 
for the time being due to destruction of 
a bridge situated on the mouth of a 
mountain pass leading to the valley. The 
bridge called Pol-i-Mutack was de- 
stroyed by Taliban forces, Habibullah 
said, to obstruct Taliban's movement 
towards Panjsher. ' 

v^^fall of Panjsher is now immi- 
nent;'''ire said. He was hopeful of more 
gains for Taliban and more losses for 
the opposition forces in the coming few 
days.Ghairat Baheer, a former com- 
mander of Hizb-i-Islami of Engineer 
Gulbadin Hikmatyar, now based in Is- 
lamabad, also said that after the capture 
of Mehmude Raqi. Panjsher could pos- 
sibly fall to Taliban. He, however, said 
military positions in Afghanistan al- 
ways remained unpredictable. " If Tali- 
ban can advance they can also retreat," 
he said. 

"For our side, we, however, think that / 
fighting will not resolve the Afghan is- 
sue, " Baheer said. Taliban should, rath- 
er, involve all the Afghans in consulta- 
tions to restore the rule of law in the 
war-torn Afghanistan, he said. 

A spokesman for the National Islam- 
ic Front of Afghanistan led by Pir Gi- 
lani also predicted fall of Panjsher Val- 
ley to Taliban. He was not siire that 
when Taliban will capture the valley, 
locked in the small hills adjacent to the 
Hindukush peak series^ N^^ Islam- 
ic Front is a pto-King Zahir group. 

Former governor of eastern provinc- 
es including Nangrahar and Kunar, Haji 
Qadeer, however, told BBC Pashtc 
Service that their troops were still oc- 
, cupying positions on the hill tops ol 
Salang in the north-east, about 90 kil- 
ometers, of Kabul. He said their forces 
were in a striking distance. Haji Qadeei 
forms part of the Anti-Taliban North- 
em Alliance. ; * 

APP frpm Islamabad adds: Foreign 
Office Spokesman on Monday rejected 
allegations leveled by former President 
of Afghanistan Burhanuddin Rabbani 
that Pakistan's forces were meddling ir 
the war-shattered country. 
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Masood retreats 

/ . , - . 

toPanjsher, 
losing two towns 



CHARIKAR (Afghanistan), Aug 
2: Opposition leader Ahmad Shah 
Masood and his fighters retreated 
to their Panj^er valley stronghold 
on Monday alter the Taliban forces 
captured two key towns and an air 
base. 

The Taliban captured the strate- 
gically important towns of 
Charikar, 60kms from Kabul, and 
Mahmud-i-Raqi, capital of nearby 
Kapisa province, after weekend 
fighting which gave them Masood's 
Bagram air base, a major prize. 

Thousands of Taliban fighters on 
tanks, armoured personnel carriers 
and four-wheel drive pickups head- 
ed north towards the Panjsher val- 
ley in pursuit of Masood and his 
fighters, less than a week into a 
summer offensive aimed at silenc- 
ing him. 

Masood, an ethnic Tajik and mil- 
itary commander of the govern- 
ment the Taliban toppled three 
years ago, is the last major hurdle 
facing the Taliban in its drive to 
gain total domination of the coim- 
try. 

The fall of Charikar, which 
resembled a ghost town on Monday 
morning, gave the Taliban control 
of the whole Shomali region and 
pushed back front lines only 25kms 
from Kabul which allowed Masood 
to rocket the capital for the past 
three years. 

Charikar is only about 30kms 
from Panjsher and lies on the main 
road that links the south and 
north of the country through the 
Salang pass in the Hindukush 
mountains. 

Masood holds heights around 
Salang, which has a narrow link 
through the mountains to the 
Panjsher, his birthplace and the 
site of three failed Taliban attacks 
in recent years. 

"Masood has blown up the 
entrance of Panjsher and has 

DAWN 



retreated to the valley,'* one 
Taliban commander told Taliban 
Information Minister Mullah Amir 
Khan Muttaqi, who drove to 
Charikar with Kabul-based 
reporters. 

Muttaqi denied media reports 
and opposition charges that thou- 
sands of Pakistani and Arab 
recruits were involved in the cap- 
ture of Charikar, capital of Parwan 
province. 

"Our foreign and domestic ene^ 
mies have been waging a propa- 
ganda war that oiu: victories were 
made possible with the participa- 
tion of Pakistani and Arab fight- 
ers," Muttaqi said. 

"They want to give the credit 
and honour of our gains to foreign- 
ers. It is not true. Can you see 
any foreigners here?" he asked 
journalists who visited the desert- 
ed town. 

The journalists saw only Taliban 
fighters and said the town was 
barely damaged, suggesting that | 
Masood's defenders had fled the i 
Taliban's pre-dawn advance. 

All shops were shut and the only 
civilians were a few perplexed 
women leaving the city. The bodies 
of half a dozen young men lay on 
the sides of streets adjacent to the 
dty. 

The Taliban mounted the offen- 
sive days after the end of inconclu- 
sive UN-backed peace talks. The 
Taliban say Masood should surren- 
der and join their administration 
but Masood wants an interim gov- 
ernment grouping all factions and 
ethnic groups. 

The Taliban argue that complete 
domination of the country should 
reinforce their claim to be recog- 
nized as the legal government of 
Afghanistan. It is viewed as such 
only by Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates. 
— ^Reuters 



New attacks 
launched on 
Taliban posts 

KABUL, Aug 17: The Afghan 
opposition said on Tuesday it had 
launched a series of attacks on 
Taliban forces in a bid to pUe pres- 
sure on the militia and draw its 
troops away from Kabul. 

Opposition spokesman Abdullah 
said 80 Taliban soldiers were killed 
in an attack in the eastern 
provinces of Kimar, Laghman and 
Nangarhar near the Pakistan bor- 
der and the Khyber Pass. 

A further 12 Taliban died during 
a strike on militia positions in cen- 
tral Ghor province where the oppo- 
sition temporarily held the provin- 
cial capital of Chaghhcharan, he 
said. ' 

"One of the aims of these opera- 
tions is to draw Taliban soldiers 
away from Kabul front lines and to 
put more pressure on the militia," 
Abdullah said. 

The Taliban have pushed the 
Kabul front lines back to SOkms 
north of the capital since it laun- 
ched its stmimer offensive against 
forces loyal to Ahmad Shah Masood 
on July 28. 

However, Taliban authorities 
said opposition strikes in the east 
had been repulsed. 

"A plot by the enemy was neu- 
tralized in Kunar and Nangarhar 
and the perpetrators were pun- 
ishedi" the nuUtia's official broad- 
caster Radio Shariat said. 

Abdullah said fighting was heavy 
on Tuesday morning near Asad- 
abad, in central Kunar. 

"These operations prove the 
Taliban lie, their claims that they 
haye brought security to Afghanis- 
tan. People rise against them when- 
ever they can seize the opportuni- 
ty," he said. 

The Kabul front lines were quiet 
throughout the day.— AFP 



DAWN 

1 8 AUS 1983 



03 



m 




Taliban capture post 
bordering Tajikistan 
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By Nafees Takkar 



ISLAMABAD - Taliban Tuesday 
captured Sher Khan port bordering 
Tajikistan and Imam Sahib district of 
the northern province of Kunduz as 
guns remained silent in the north of 
Kabul, Taliban embassy officials con- 
firmed here. 

The Tuesday's gains gave Taliban the 
only remaining port of Sher Khan on 
river Oxiis so far held by the opposi- 
tion forces, which also led to the total 
fall of the province of Kunduz. The 
provinces of Takhar and Badakhshan, 
both under the control of the opposi- 
tion commander Ahmad Shah Masood, 
are bordering the Kunduz province. 

Taliban captured the other port called 
Hairathan on the same river, bordering • 
Uzbekistan one year ago in their offen- 
sive against former commander of 
northern provinces General Rashid 
Dostum. The two dryports at Turghun- ; 
di on Afghan-Turkmenistan border and 
Islam Qilla on Afghan-Iran border were 
quite earlier captured by Taliban. 
• Taliban's latest victories has brought 
them in direct geographical links with 
three Central Asian Republics, namely, 
Uzbekistan at Hairathan, Tajikistan at 
Sher Khan port and Turkmenistan at 
Turghundi. 

**The advance march was launched on 
Tuesday from Kunduz centre towards 
"Imam Sahib district and later tcwafds 
Sher Khan port and both were captured 
- successfully," said Habibullah, First 
Secretary of Afghan embassy in Islam- 
abad. The two ports on river Oxus are 
now under the control of Taliban, he 
added. Tajik border town called Qizil 
Qilla can now be seen from this side of 
the Afghan-Tajik border. 

Imam Sahib is the hometown of Gul- 
badin HekmaSr^ l^er of the Hizb-e- 
Islami of Af^anistffligSher Khan port 
is about 30 kilometers in the south west 
of Imam Sahib town* the Afghan 
embassy official. From plbper Kunduz 
town, Sher Khan port lies at a distance 
of about 60 kilometers. V 

On Tuesday, Taliban took a breather 
in the north of Kabul and did not order 
their troops to enter the pass leading to 
Panjsher valley. They have reached to 
the mouth of the mountainous pass 
which could land the invaders in the 
Panjsher town. 

Taliban officials say the march on 
Panjsher was halted for the time being. 
Their movement towards the stronghold 
of Masood is believed to have been 
stopped due to the destruction of a 
bridge called Pul-i-Mutack, situated on 
the pass. 

Taliban forces captured Mehmude 
Raqi - Capital of Kapisa province, Cha- 
rikar - Capital of Parwan province, 
Gulbahar and Jablus Siraj, at the door- 



steps of Panjsher valley, earlier on Mon- 
day 

llieir frontlines are now positioned 
about 70 kilometers far from the Af- 
ghan Capital and are at a striking dis- 
tance from Panjsher valley. 

Since the launching of the fresh sum- 
mer offensive on Wednesday last by 
Taliban, the Opposition Northern Alli- 
ance lost three provinces— Parwan, 
Kapisa and Kanduz. Taliban pushed 
Masood troops as back as 75 kilometers 3 
towards their stronghold, Panjsherfiom 
Capital Kabul during the week-long 
fighting. Only one week ago Masood 
forces were as close as 25 kilometer to 
Kabul. , . 

The fighting was also expensive in 
temis of casualties. The unofficial re- 
ports say so far over 1000 people were i 
killed in the fighting living more as in- 
jured. Both sides claim, df incurring 
heavy casualties upon each other. 
100,000 civilians flee 
AFP adds: At least 100,000 civilians ^4 
have fled the advancing Taliban qaus-/;? 
ing a widespread refugee crisis. 

The opposition claimed 250,000 ref- 
ugees had fled to the Panjsher Valley 
where anti-Taliban commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood remains the last obstacle . 
to total Taliban domination of Afghan- J 
istan. ' : .;. • ■\i ''-fiy 

*There are a bare minimum 100,000 
refugees in the valley Who have fled the ; 
fighting and this is a very big humani-' 
tarian crisis. The civilian population is 
maybe 300,000 so it could be much 
higher,' one western source said. 

The exodus follows six days of the 
Taliban's summer offensive which has 
forced Masood to retreat from frontlines 
north of Kabul. , 
Backed by tanks, artillery and infan- 
try, the militia has marched through 
Bagram airbase, taken Charikar and 
Jabul Saraj with the opposition conced- 
ing their rivals were now closing in on 
the highly important Salang Tunnel. 

The capture of the strategic Bagram 
airbase *does not constitute a major loss 
... since we stopped using it a long time 
ago,' Masood insisted in an overnight 
satellite telephone interview with a Bei- 
rut Arabic daily. 

The airbase *could easily be targeted 1 
with heavy weapons by the Taliban' so 
the opposition had long relied on the 
*safer' option of reinforcing its posi- 
tions by land, the opposition command- 
er told Al-Mustaqbal. 

Masood said his commanders had 
ordered a retreat in a bid to save the lives 
of ci vilians caught up in the heavy fight- 
ing- . 

Masood blamed intervention by Pa- 
kistani and Arab forces for the new ad- 
vances by the Taliban. 



On Friday, Taliban chief MuUa Mo- 
hammad Omar denied Pakistani sol- 
diers were involved in the militia's of- 
fetf^iv^ and Islamabad also denied the 
charges. 

Masood aaid the irregular forces 
fighting alongside the Taliban includ- 
ed supporters of Afghanistan-based 
Saudi dissident Osama bin Laden, who 
is on Washington's nidst wanted list for 
his suspected role in two deadly bomb 
attacks on US embassies in east Africa 
last year. Independent sources said the 
collapse of Masood 's frontlines had 
triggered a flight of civilians who feanjd 
Taliban retribution for supporting 
Masood. As an ethnic Tajik Masood 
enjoys popular support among the Tajik 
dominate area. 

'Civilians are continuing to flee. At 
least 200,000 people fled mto the Pan- 
jsher within 24 hours. Afghanistan has 
never seen anything like that,' opposi- 
tion spokesman Abdullah said. 

'There are now 250,000 refugees in 
the valley. They have little water and 
have had no food for two days and there 
is nothing our people can do,' an oppo- 
sition commander said from the Pan- 
jsher, appealing for international help. 

In Kabul, there were further reports 
of civilians fleeing the fighting in tens 
of thousands after themilitia told lo- 
cals in areas previously held by Masood 
to leave until the militia could secure 
the area. 

*They are streaming down the Old 
Road and seeking refuge with relatives, 
friends and anyone in Kabul who can 
help,' the independent source said. 

Abdullah said the Taliban were near 
the S alang Hmnel which links the coun- 
try's norti[i and sotith through the Hin- 
du Kush at an altitude of 3,300 metres 
while the opposition Avas preparing for 
fresh assaults in the far north. 

If the Taliban take the tunnel, this 
would enable the militia to link its 
troops from the south with the north and 
allow for a mass assault 011 the north. 

Abdullah said Taliban commanders 
were expected to attack the northern 
city of Taloqan and attempt to sweep 
across the noith from west to east and 
cut the opposition's supply rdutes to the 
Panjsher from Tsyikistan. 
, *We expect this but so far it hasn't 
happened,' Abdullah said. 

liie AIP also reported Tuesday the 
Taliban had captured Hairatan port on 
the Amu Darya (Oxus River) that forms 
the border between Afghanistan and 
Tajikistan. 

Abdullah denied the report and no 
independent confirmation was immedi- 
ately available. 
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Taliban clai 
victories in Kihduz 

Omar offers amnesty to opposition forces 

" ' ~ . ' ■ *■ ' ■ • . ' ' ■ '1,' 



KABUL (AFP) - The Taliban's su- 
preme leader urged the opposition to 
surrender Wednesday as fresh fighting 
erupted in north Afghanistan with a 
major offensive to capture the whole 
country entering the second week. 

Fighting was reported around the 
newly established frbntlines about 100 
kilometres north ofTCabul while Ihe 
militia claimed new victories in the 
northern province of Kunduz. 

In an open letter to opposition forces 
the militia's chief Mulla Mohammad 
Omar offered an amnesty to the oppo- 
'sition. 

•All thpse people who are still with 
the opposition are requested not to stand 
against their religion or country and lay 
down their arms. 

*If they give up the resistance I de- 
clare.an amnesty for them according to 
which their lives and property will be 
safe,' Omar said. 

Tens of thousands of people are said 
to be fleeing the fighting, flooding into 
the capital Kabul and other areas in 
search of a safe haven. 

Opposition commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood, who has fought a five year civ- 



il wax agam^^ MM^ blew up the 
entrance to the Panjsher Valley oh Mon- 
day to block the Taliban from his main 
base. 

But, the militia, which controls 8^6 per 
cent of Afghanistan claimed it had tak- 
en the district of Imam Sahib in the far 
north. ' 

Tdiban iijformatior minister Mtilla^ 
Amir Khaii Muttaqi said troops were 
securing areas around Imam Sahib and 
the border areas between Afghanistan 
and Tajikistaa. 

*We have '^so captured Slier Khan 
Bander,' Muttaqi said. Sher Khan 
Bander is a port town on the Amu Riv- 
er which borders Afghanistan and 
Tajikistan. ' 

Analysts expect the Taliban to launch 
the second wave of its summer cam- 
paign eastwards from Irpam Sahib and 
target the provincial city of Taloqan ; 
which straddles key supply routes head- 
ing south to the Panjsher Valley. Its aim 
i^ to wipe out the last pockets of resist- 
ance to.its rule. 

Opposition general, Sayed Anwari 
disputed the Taliban's claim saying the 
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From page 1 

militia had been repulsed from Imam 
Sahib while opposition troops were 
holding the high ground around Jabul 
Seraj. *While label Saraj remains a vir- 
tual no man's land, the Taliban militia 
is unable to advance further northwards. 

'Thck troops were repulsed from the 
district of Imam Sahib and surround- 
ings districts. Previous frontlines re- 
main intact,' Anwari said. 
Taliban accused of forcing people to 
leave homes 

Meanwhile, the opposition and Ka- 
bul residents accused the militia of forc- 
ing people to leave their homes and 
moving them by bus to eastern Jalala- 
bad. 'This is very serious. The Taliban 
are forcing people out of their houses 
while claiming to protect the people, 
300,000 people have left fearing Tali- 
ban savagery,' opposition spokesman 
Abdullah said. 

Rejecting the opposition claim, Tali- 
ban's Minister of Information Mulla 
Amir Khan Muttaqi said 1 ,800 families 



were taken to the eastern province of 
Nangarhar to safeguard them against 
fighting. 

He said the transfer was in keeping 
with international la>ys covering civil- 
ians in war zones and was done because 
the opposition had used civilians and 
their homes as *human shields*. 

The families have settled in Sar Sha- 
hi, a desert camp out of the provincial 
capital Jalalabad which used to house 
tens of thousands of people displaced 
from Kabul in the 1994 Mujahideen 
factional fighting, he said. 

*Some 1,800 families have so far 
reached Jalalabad and the same number 
have been brought to Kabul where spe- 
cial places will be allocated for them,' 
the minister said. 

Independent sources say a further 

100,000 people had scattered across the 
opposition-held Panjsher Valley. 

However, independent sources said 
Taliban motives were based on secur- 
ing the civilian population in safe areas 
and away from front lines to the north 



of Kabul where the nulitia has over-run 
opposition positions. 

Muttaqi said the move was temporary 
while Jalalabad local authorities had 
provided food, water and security meas- 
ures for them. He reassured refugees in 
the Panjsher Valley they could return 
to Kabul safely. 

It is a legal' practice in the 'particu- 
lar military situation' and does not tar- 
get any group in particular, he said when 
asked why die families were being re- 
located. 
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Taliban chief 

offers amnesty to 
Masood forces 



ISLAMABAD, Aug 4: The 
supreme leader of Afghanistan's 
Taliban movement on Wednesday 
issued a thinly-veiled appeal to 
forces loyal to his last real foe, 
Ahmad Shah Masood, to defect to 
advancing Taliban troops. 

" The life and property of those 
joining (the Taliban) will be pro- 
tected and those opposing (us) will 
be regarded as rebels acting in the 
interest of internal and external 
enemies," Mullah Mohammad 
Omar said in a statement. 

It was issued through the inde- 
pendent Afghan Islamic Press 
(AEP) news agency as thousands of 
Taliban fighters closed in on the 
last strongholds of Masood in the 
Panjsher valley and northeastern 
provinces. 

The Taliban launched a major 
offensive to crush Masood one 
week ago and have captured key 
ground held by Masood, military 
commander of the government the 
Taliban ousted in 1996, in an 
advance on several fronts across 
Afghanistan. 

Omar said the Taliban's sole pur- 
pose was to impose Islamic law 
across the country. 



The statement, issued ajgainst a 
background of warnings of ethnic 
reprisals by both sides, said the 
Taliban were not motivated by 
revenge. 

" Our military movement is not 
for revenge. Masood, (ousted presi- 
dent Burhanuddin) Rabbani and 
(their ally Abdurrab Rasul) Sayyaf 
are using you for their own inter- 
ests. You should take benefit of the 
general amnesty ,and join the 
Islamic emirate (government)," the 
statement said. 

Omar asked all his fighters to 
protect the life and property of 
opponents joining their ranks and 
to treat prisoners of war well. 

Masood, who has retreated into 
his Panjsher valley bastion, was 
the military commander of the gov- 
ernment of Rabbani,- who was 
chased from Kabul when the 
Taliban seized power three years 
ago. Sayyaf is a Masood associate. 

Western military analysts said 
they expected the Taliban to try to 
win over Masood's supporters in 
the northeastern provinces of 
Badakshan, Kunduz and Takhar 
rather than extend their forces on 
distant fronts. — ^Reuters 



Taliban attack 
across Kabul 
frontlines 



KHAIR KHANA PASS (Afghan- 
istan), Aug 11: Afghanistan's rul- 
ing Taliban launched a pre-dawn [ 
strike across front lines to the 
noft^, of Kabul and captured two 
strategic districts, militia sources 
and reports said on Wednesday. 

Taliban commanders here on • 
the northern outskirts of Kabul 
said the districts of Sarai Khawaja 
and Kalakan, 35 kilometres north 
of Kabul, were captured from 
forces loyal to commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood. 

"We smashed through their 
frontlines around 8:00am and 
advanced on Kalakan,". one com- 
mander told AFP. 

In Kabul, the heavy artillery 
shelling across the front was clear- 
ly audible for about four hours 
until it subsided arotmd 8:00am. 

The militia's claim was backed 
by a report from Pakistan-based 
Afghan Mamie Press (AIP) but dis- 
puted by the opposition. 

AIP said the fighting was heavy 
and at least 13 troops from both 
sides were killed. Another 24 were 
injured. 

The militia also carried out a 
bombing raid on a Masood convoy 
about 70 kilometres north of 
Kabul, AIP said in a statement. 

However, an opposition spokes- 
man.said the fighting was restrict- 
ed to artillery duels and there 
were no changes to the front line. 

"There was a lot of shelling but 
there was no infantry engagements 
and the front lines have not 
changed. The Taliban have not 
advanced," he said.— AFP 
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Masood forces 
recapture 

key towns 



ISLAMABAD, Aug 5: Anti- 
Taliban fighters in Afghanistan 
recaptured their Bagram airbase 
and key towns in a surprise 
counter-attack against the Islamic 
militia, a Taliban official and inde- 
pendent sources said on Thursday. 

The unexpected counter-strike 
was launched by the forces of oppo- 
sition leader Ahmad Shah Masood 
overnight and forced the Taliban to 
retreat from Bagram and the towns 
of Charikar, Jablus Seraj, 
Mahmood-i-Raqi and Gulbahar. 

**The opposition forces attacked 
last night and we feared civilian 
casualties and retreated. It was a 
tactical retreat," the Taliban's 
Information Minister Amir Khan 
Muttaqi told the independent 
Afghan Islamic Press news agency. 

"We will soon start oiir dean-up 
operation in a very organized way," 
the Taliban official said. 

Bagram and the recaptured 
towns lie in a belt of land, some 
80kms north of Kabul, which 
Masood's forces have controlled for 
more than two years, denying the 
Taliban complete domination of 
the broken state. 

Independent sources said 
Taliban fighters were retreating 
towards Kabul along the same 
roads they advanced just over one 
week ago in an attempt to crush 
Masood, a veteran military com- 
mander who controls northeastern 
provinces. 

"The Taliban forces would 
appear to be in retreat along a 
nimiber of fronts and in some disar- 
ray," said one source. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of opposition claims that 
up to 1,000 Taliban fighters and 
their Pakistani and Arab backers 
had been killed by a counter-attack 



launched by Masood from his 
Panjsher vaUey stronghold. 

In New Delhi, a spokesman for 
the government the Taliban top- 
pled three years ago — forcing 
Masood to flee to the Panjsher val- 
ley — said Taliban casualties were 
extremely high. 

Masood Khalili told Reuters: "I 
have been told that it cannot be 
less than 1,000 wounded or killed," 
adding that many Taliban tanks 
and weapons had been captured. 

Bagram was the first target of the 
Taliban offensive. It is Masood's 
main military supply line and sits 
close to the Panjsher valley, a nat- 
ural fortress from which the ethnic 
Tajik has led three years of resis- 
tance to Taliban rule. 

The faliban want to crush 
Masood to extend their control of 
90 per cent of the country, to rein- 
force their demand to be recog- 
nized as the legitimate govern- 
ment. 

Opposition spokesmen have 
accused the mainly ethnic Pashtun 
Taliban of forcing an exodus of 
Tajiks from battle zones, but the 
Taliban said it had only asked civil- 
ians to shift to safety. 

The Taliban have scrapped plans 
to move women, children and the 
elderly who fled the fighting to a 
makeshift camp near Jalalabad on 
the border with Pakistan, after 
many broke down in tears on learn- 
ing that they would be transferred 
there. 

Independent sources said the 
militia would return some 8,000 dis- 
placed people already in the Sar 
Aahi camp to Kabul, and that other 
people fleeing the fighting would 
be housed in the gutted former 
Soviet embassy in a Kabul sub- 
urb. — ^Reuters 
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Retakes Bagram airport, is 30 kms away from capital: 
Taliban retreated because of locals uprising: 500 killed 



Opposition 
areas north 




aU 



By Nafees Tikkar 



ISLAMABAD - Afghanistan's oppo- 
sition Northern AlUance Thursday re- 
captured almost all the areas north of 
Kabul it had lost to the ruling Taliban 
in its week long summer offensive, Tal- 
iban Information Minister's office con- 
firmed from Kabul. 

But the official in Amir Khan Mutta- 
qi's office said Taliban retreated from 
the newly captured areas because of 
uprisings by local people. 

*The people started firing from inside 
their homes. Taliban pulled back from 
there to avoid heavy civiUan casualties," 
he told The Nation. 

Taliban lost Mahmoud Raqi, capital 
of Kapisa, Charikar, capital of Parawan 
province, Nijrab, Jablus Siraj and Gul- 
bahar at the mouth of Panjsher valley, a 
stronghold of opposition commander 



Ahmed Shah Masood. 

The Taliban official claimed, howev- 
er, that their fighters were still holding 
mountain tops in areas close to the op- 
position positions. 

Thurday's fighting brought the front- 
line from the opening to Panjsher val- 
ley to Mir Bacha Kot, 30 kilometres to 
the north of Afghanistan's capital Ka- 
bul, the Taliban official said. ' 

The opposition also captured the lone 
' Bagram airport clahned Ghairat Baheer, 
a close aide of a Taliban opposed lead- 
er, Gulbadin Hikmatyar. 

This is for die third time that Taliban 
advances towards Panjsher valley have 
met with failure. 

The previous two occasions were in 
1996 and 1998 when Taliban were dealt 
with heavy casualties. This time, howr 
ever, the Taliban claim they lost five to 
six men at Jablus Siraj. 

The Taliban have maintained their 



hold on areas they had captured in Kun- 
duz province. 

. Earlier on Tuesday Taliban took Sher 
Khan port bordering Tajikistan and 
Imam Sahib district of the northern 
province of Kunduz. 

The Tuesday's gains had given Tali- 
ban the only remaining port of Sher 
Khan on river Oxus so far held by the 
opposition forces, which also led to the 
total fall of the province of Kunduz. The 
provinces of Takhar and Badakhshan, 
both under the control of the opposi- 
tion commander Ahmad Shah Masood, 
are bordering the Kunduz province. 

AFP adds: Earlier Thursday opposi- 
tion forces claimed to have advanced 
to within 50 kilometers of Kabul in a 
heavy counter attack which they say has 
left up to 500 Islamic militiamen dead. 

The opposition were supported by 
thousanck of men who just two days ago 

^^^^ "^^'v- 



Talibm shore: ui^ 
:Kabul defe^ 

V KABUL (AFP) -Taliban troops were 
*^^lioring up defences around the capital 
Kabul on Saturday as the Afghm pp- 
position closed in around the twin dis- 
^ tricts of Tagab and Nijrab, north-east of 
the capital, reports said. 

Taliban Information Minister Mulla 
Amir Khan Muttaqi said soldiers had 
been re-deployed from the north and 
central provinces to the Afghan capital 
but said the niilitia had held onto; key 
heights on the front lines. ^ v 

"We still hold the strategic^ heights 
like the hill tops to the east of Bagram 
airbase. We control Barikaw Bridge 
close to Bagram," he saicfc 

"More troops have been deployed 
around the Kabul belt and in Kabul." 

Ten days ago the Taliban launched its 
summer offensive from Tagab and 
quickly took nearby Nijrab in a battery 
of , artillery and tank shelling, aerial 
bbfnbardments and infantry engage- 
ments. 

Over the next week the militia kored 
a stunning series of victories and forced 
the opposition to abandon Bagram Air- 
base^ 50 kilometres north of Kabul, and 
retreat into the heavily fortified Panjsher 



Valley. 

But on Thursday opposition com- 
mander Ahmad Sh£di Masood launched , 
a counterstrike and has since regaiined 
nearly all territory lost to the militia and , 
pushed the front Unes back to within- . 
30 kilometres of Kabul. ., r 

In Kabul, signs the militia was bol- 
stering the city's defences were^obvi- " ■ 

ous. ■ ' . 

Hundreds of well-armed Taliban were 
cruising the streets in four->yheel drive 
pick-ups while authorities had erected 
a series of check posts and were search- 
ing for illegal arms. and munitions. 

Residents who had ventujed beyond 
the front lines to chedc on relatives and ] 
friends said the situation, was calm. 

"I went to Deh Sabz Pass'^and people 
were relaxed and drinking tear one lo- ^ 
cal resident said. \. • ' ^ ¥ 
, An opposition spokesnian said over- . 
night fighting focussed on Tagab and 
Nijrab while Taliban fighter jets, had , 
carried out four sorties on Masood's 
bases in the Panjsher Valley.. ; 
, . "There were civilians killed in the 
bombing raids but we're still assessing . 
the damage," he told AFP *'At Nijrab 
and Tagab both districts will soon be 
• back'under our control.'' ; | i 

The opposition spokesihan'said beJ 



tweeh SOOSid 1,000 Taliban fighters 
were killed in the counter offensive. 

After a five-year civil war, the ethnic 
Pashtodh Taliban control most of Af- 
ghanistan and is atteinpting to capture 
the northeast provinces held by 
Masood, his ethnic Tajiks and an alli- 
ance of Uzbeks, Hazaras and Turkmen. 

UN Se^reti^ General Kofi Annan on 
Friday appealed to the six countries 
bordering Afghanistan to honour a 
pledge to keep out of the civil war, lest 
it beconi^ a "trans^hational conflict." 

"Even as a! purely! internal conflict, 
the Afghan crisis is a clear menace to 
regional peace and stability," Annan 
said in,a|statement. ^ 

He iaid he was disturbed by reports 
"tiiat there are now thousands of non- 
Afghan nationals taking part in the 
fighting,^ |'/| I"* I , 

AhdGhiiia's foreign ministry on Sa^ 
urday reportedly said it regretted the 
escalation of fighting in Afghanistan 
and urged the two sides to reach a set- 
tiement. 

Beijing, which shares a border with 
northern Afghanistan, fears that a deci- 
sive Taliban/victory in Afghanistan's 
civil war could risk destabilising the 
three ex-5oviet Muslim-dominated re- 
PjfeiT^Ii^stan,^^ 
Kyrgyston ^ on its borders. i < 
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Opposition recaptures all 
areas north of Kabul 



From page 1 

sought refuge with the opposition. 

Anti-Taliban General Sayed Anwari 
said those Taliban who resisted were 
killed immediately and the militia had 
lost nearly half the area it captured in 
the first week of its summer offensive. 

Anwari said 250 Taliban were taken 
prisoner, including large numbers of 
Arabs and Pakistanis, and 10 tanks and 
15 artillery pieces were captured. 

*By late aiFtemoon Jabul Seraj, Cha- 
rikar and elsewhere were completely 
under our control. Bagram has been cut 
off from Taliban supply line and its fall 
is inevitable,' Anwari said. 

The battle zone begins 50 kilometres 
north of Kabul and stretches from Ba^ 
gram airbase and Charikar along the 
Northern Highway to Jabul Seraj and 
Gulbahar at the start of the opposition- 
held Panjsher Valley. 

At least 100,000 civUians fled into the 
Panjsher Vaney as advancing Taliban 
troops swept down the highway earlier 
this week and forced Masood to retreat 
into the Panjsher. 

There are no foreign aid workers left 
and civilians who stayed behind were 
evacuated by Taliban commanders to 
Kabul. Information minister Mulla 
Amir Khan Muttaqi said this was done 
in accordance with international law to 
ensure the safety of non-combatants. 

However, independent sources said 
male refugees had joined Masood's 
ranks after they learned the militia had 
separated women and children from 
their husbands in Kabul. 

Women and children were then relo- 
cated to Jalalabad in the east. 

One Afghan analyst from Kabul Uni- 
versity described the battle as tribal, 
saying: *In Afghanistan you can be 
forgiven for committing a massacre 
but never touch women and chil- 
dren.' 

From the Panjsher spokesman for 
French foreign aid group Medicins du 
Monde (MDM), Julian Bousac, said 
Masood's fighters had been concentrat- 



ed in the lower part of the valley from 
where the offensive was launched. 

*It appeared the opposition had 
launched its counter'offensive. Now we 
hear that Jabul Seraj has fallen and per- 
haps Charikar as well but it's impossi- 
ble to confirm from here,' he told AFP 
by telephone. 

The opposition's main spokesman 
Abdullah said opposition troops had 
moved out of the heavily fortified Pan- 
jsher Valley late Wednesday and taken 
Gulbahar near the entrance of the val- 
ley before advancing west to the North- 
em Highway at Jabul Seraj . 

He said a large number of Taliban had 
fled into the surrounding mountains 
while opposition ranks were bolstered 
by refugees in the Panjsher who want- 
ed to recapture tfieir homeis. . . : ' < 

Bousac said most refugees had since 
left the valley with mostly women and 
children heading northwards towards 
Takhar province. 

*They have nothing and there is no 
news of them. The mosques and schools 
were full of women and lost children, 
there was no means of providing food 
for them,' he said. 

Abdullah said that an opposition plea 
made earlier this week for help in cop- 
ing with the mostly Tajik refugees had 
fallen on deaf ears. 

*We made the plea and no one helped 
us. No one did anything. So we had to 
do something, ' he told AFP. 

The Islamic militia had earlier over- 
run the areas after it launched a major 
offensive on July 28 in a bid to neutral- 
ise Masood, the last potent military ri- 
val. 

On Wednesday Taliban chief Mulla 
Mohammad Omar asked the opponents 
to surrender and offered a general am- 
nesty after his militia's sweeping gains 
nordi of Kabul. 

.US plotting to end Taliban rule: 
JUI 

Jamiatul Ulema-e-Islam has charged 
the United States with plotting to end 
the Taliban Govt on the pretext of at- 



tack against Osama bin Laden (wanted 
by Washington for his alleged involve- 
ment in bomb attacks on US Embas- 
sies in Kenya and Tanzania in August, 
1998). 

"We are absolutely not ready to ac- 
cept your (US) argument that your at- 
tack is against Osama bin Laden (who 
lives in Afghanistan as guest of the Is- 
lamic Emirate). The US wants end of 
an Islamic government under its pre- 
text 

**Therefore, if you took such steps for 
end of an Islamic government obvious- 
ly you may invite difficulty for your- 
self. For this purpose, the US will have 
to take initiative for changing its atti- 
tude," warned Maulana F^lur Rehman 
Amir of JUI-F in an interview with 
BBC Thursday. 

The US has sharply reacted over 
statement of Maulana Fazlur Rehman 
that American citizens will be attacked 
if US attacked Afghanistan to search 
Saudi dissident Osama bin Laden. 

The JtJI (F) Amir who met Ameri- 
can diplomats in Islamabad on Tuesday 
said he made it very clear to them (US 
diplomats) that normal positions exists 
till the US does not attack, otherwise 
"we will stand by our stand. If we are 
not safe from the Americans on our own 
territory, then how the Americans will 
be safe on our territory." 

He referred to reports in Pakistani 
newspapers last month that the US was 
once again going to attack Afghanistan. 
He said, after Ms party expressed se- 
vere reaction in this regard. The US 
diplomats called on him and wanted to 
get record their protest or concern that 
the US Government felt concerned over 
our statements. We formally rejected it 
and madexlear to them that you would 
have to follow path of negotiations in- 
stead of force, but tHe talks should also 
not be under the cover of cruise mis- 
sile. 'Washington had carried out cruise 
missiles attacks on the hideouts of Os- 
ama bin Laden in Afghanistan in Au- 
gust last year. 
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Bodies of 3 Pakistanis received 



Sit Pak- Afghan border 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR -BocUes of Arce Paki- 
stanis which were received at Torkham 
on Pak-Afghan border have been des- 
patched to dieir iiative villages. Reports 
reveds that two among three victinas 
belong to Bannu while t^e third one 
belongs to the Punjab province. 

The rc^ports from Torkham further- 
^ said that the bodies of Safeer son Of 
Omer Shaheen from Bannu, Maiulana 
. Mohammad Ishaq son of Mohammad 
Karim f^^nv^^ipnu an^,Hol^^inad 
, Naveed fp;j|m^i§hahd^^J^ were 
from Giilbar to norm of Kabul 
^ military helicopter^ 
e bodes were handed over to Tal- 
iban stalwarts in Torkham and later on 
boarded on. wagons so as to despatch 



to their native villages. 

The reports said that Taliban leader 
had decided to send the bodies of thos 
Pakistanis people to their native villag 
es whose identities have confirmed. I 
this connection, special cards have beei 
issued to the volunteers before leavin; 
for the war fronts. 

y" It is feamt that a large number of peo 
pie who are the close relatives of th 
IWstani students and volunteers ar 
everyday visiting Taliban office a 
Torkham to know about the fate of thei 
youngsters. 

'^Ar Tqf)chan|;^^^^^^ offio 
' Wi^^^^sesi ^W^ of such Pd 
kistanis but registering complaints o 
these Pakistani visitors and conveiy sue! 
data to their offices in Kabul and Jalal 
abad. 
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TUiban shore up Kabul defence 



KABUL, Aug 7: Taliban tropps 
were shoring up defences around 
Kabul on Saturday as the Afghan 
opposition closed in around the 
twin districts of Tagab and Nijrab, 
northeast of the capital, reports 
said. 

Taliban Information Minister 
Mulla Amir Khan Muttaqi said sol- 
diers had been redeployed from the 
north and central provinces to the 
Afghan capital but said the militia 
had held onto key heights on the 
front lines. 

"We still hold the strategic 
heights like the hill tops to the east 
of Bagram airbase. We control 
Barikaw bridge close to Bagram," 
he said. 

"More troops have been deployed 
around the Kabul belt and in 
Kabul." 

Ten days ago the Taliban 
launched its summer offensive and 
scored a series of victories. 



But on Thursday opposition com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood 
laimched a counter strike and has 
since regained nearly all territory 
lost to the militia and pushed the 
front lines back to within SO kilome- 
tres of Kabul. 

In Kabul, signs the militia was 
bolstering the city's defences were 
obvious. 

Hundreds of well-armed Taliban 
were cruising the streets in four; 
wheel drive pick-ups while authori- 
ties had erected a series of check- 
posts and were searching for illegal 
arms and munitions. 

Residents who had ventured 
beyond the front lines to check on 
relatives and friends said the situa- 
tion was calm. 

"I went to Deh Sabz Pass and peo- 
ple were relaxed and drinking tea," 
one local resident said. 

An opposition spokesman said 
overnight fighting focused on Tagab 



and Nijrab while Taliban fighter 
jets had carried out four sorties on 
Masood's bases in the Panjsher 
VaUey. 

"There were civilians killed in 
the bombing raids but we're still 
assessing the damage," he told 
AFP. "At Nijrab and Tagab both 
districts will soon be back under 
our control." 

The opposition spokesman said 
between 800 and 1,000 Taliban 
fighters were killed in the coxmter 
offensive including "many 
Pakistani nationals and Arabs". 

"We are trying to identify as 
many of the Pakistan bodies as pos- 
sible and gather as much evidence 
as we can to present to the interna- 
tional community to validate our 
claims of Pakistan involvement," he 
said. 

Independent sources say the 
number of dead and wounded for 
both sides was close to 4,000.— AFP 



Anti-Taliban forces make 
several strategic gains 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghani opposition 
forces have recaptured several strategic 
northern towns, an opposition spokes- 
man said Sunday, as the ruling Taliban 
militia appeared to be shoring up de- 
fences in the capital Kabul. 

Spokesman Mohammad Aref said 
forces loyal to opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood regained Dasht- 
i- Archi and Imam Saheb districts in the 
northern province of Kunduz and the 
port town of Sher Khan Bandar pn the 
border with Tajikistan. 

Aref, speaking by satellite telephone 
from Masood's Panjsher Valley strong- 
hold, told AFP opposition fighters also 
repulsed a heavy attack by the Taliban 
on ard^ around Taloqan, in the north- 
em province of Takhar. 

'*The fighting was very heavy and the 
attack was backed by Taliban jets, but 
they failed to have any gains,* Aref said, 
adding the clashes had subsided. 

*First we captured Dasht-i-Archi, then 



Imam Saheb and Sher Khan Bandar after 
heavy fighting on Saturday.* 
Sher Khan Bandar is located on the 

Afghan side of the Amu Darya or Oxus 
River which forms the border between 
Afghanistan and Tajikistan. It faces Ter- 
mez port in the former Soviet republic. 

Aref also said pro-Masood soldiers 
also retook seyeral strategic heights 
they had lost to Taliban troops in the 
Ghorband valley in the province of Par- 
wan. ^ 

And he added that Taliban jets on 
Sunday carried out eight sorties on res- 
idential areas of Charikar and Gulba- 
har. 

The three strategic locations were 
earlier seized by the Taliban in a major 
offensive that briefly dismantled 
Masood's frontlines north of Kabul with 
the fall of several towns in the nearby 
provinces of Parwan and Kapisa. 

However, the opposition launched a 
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surprise counter-attack earlier this week 
driving the Taliban back to Kabul with 
heavy losses. Opposition sources said 
between 800 and 1,000 Taliban fight- 
ers were killed in the counter offensive. 

While the opposition has declined to 
release its own casualty figures, inde- 
pendent sources have said the number 
of dead and wounded for both sides in 
11 days of fighting was close to 4,000. 

Meanwhile in Kabul, reports said the 
militia was bolstering die city !s defenc- 
es. Hundreds of well armed Taliban 
were seen cruising the streets in jeeps 
while the authorities erected special 
check points to search for illegal arms. 

But sources also said the frontlines 
— now restored to within 30 kilometers 
of Kabul — were quiet on Sunday. 
The Islamic Taliban militia last week 

scored a series of stunning victories and 
forced the opposition to abandon Ba- 
gram Airbase, 50 kilometres north of 
Kabul, and retreat into the heavily for- 
tified Panjsher Valley. 

But last Thursday Masood launched 
a counter strike and has since regained 
nearly all the territory he lost. 

After a five-year civil war, the ethnic 
Pashtoon Taliban control most of Af- 
ghanistan and is attempting to capture 
the northeast provinces held by 
Masood, his ethnic Tajiks and an alli- 
ance of Uzbeks, Hazaras and Turkmen. 
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Opposition claims surprise 
attacks on Taliban forces 



KABUL (AFP) - The Afghan oppo- 
sition said Tuesday it had launched a 
series of surprise attacks on Taliban 
forces in a bid to pile pressure on the 
Islamic militia and draw its troops away 
from the capital Kabul. 

Opposition spokesman Abdullah said 
80 Taliban soldiers were killed in an 
attack in the eastern provinces of Ku- 
nar, Laghman and Nangarhar near the 
Pakistan border and the Khyber Pass. 

A further 12 Taliban died during a 
strike on militia positions in central 
Ghor province where the opposition 
temporarily held the provmcial capital 
of Chaghhcharan, he said. 

*One of the aims of these operations 
is to draw Taliban soldiers away from 
Kabul front lines and to put more pres- 
sure on the militia,' Abdullah said. 

The Taliban has pushed the Kabul 
front lines back to 50 kilometres north 
of the capital since it launched its sum- 
mer offensive against forces loyal to 
opposition commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood on July 28. 

Independent confirmation of the op- 
position claims was not immediately 
available. However, Taliban authorities 
said opposition strikes in the east had 
been repulsed. 

* A plot by the enemy was neutralised 
in Kunar and Nangarhar and the perpe- 



trators were punished,* the militia's of- 
ficial broadcaster Radio Shariat said. No 
further details were provided. 

Abdullah said fighting was heavy 
Tuesday morning near Asadabad in 
centhd Kunar! * 

•These operations prove the^Taliban 
lie, their claims that they haVe brought 
security to Afghanistan-. People rise 
against them wheneve^' they can seize 
the opportunity,' he said. 

A Taliban official, quoted by the Af- 
ghan Islamic Press (AIP) in Pakistan, 
said the Islamic militia had beaten back 
opposition attacks in Kunar and Lagh- 
man and brought in reinforcements to 
face any further threat. 

The town of Asmar in Kunar was 
firmly in Taliban control, Maulvi Sa- 
dar Aazm, deputy chief of the militia 
administratin in the eastern region, told 
AIP. 

He admitted the district of Daulata- 
bad in Laghman was in the control of, 
the opposition, the Pakistan-based pri- 
vate agency said. * 

*Our opponents will fail to achieve 
their designs in the eastern provinces,' 
the Taliban official vowed. 

The Kabul front lines were quiet 
Tuesday. 

Another report from Geneva says: 
One thousand Tajik men are being held 



by the Taliban in Kabul after fleeing 
fighting to the north of the Afghan cap- 
ital, the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) 
said Tuesday. 

The men were part of a new wave of 
around 20,000 people displaced by 
fighting between the Taliban and op- 
position forces. They have been arriv- 
ing in Kabul since the weekend. UNH- 
CR spokeswoman Judith Kumin said 
here. 

She said the new wave of displaced 
were mainly families arriving on foot 
from the Panjsher Valley. 

Those arrested were ethnic Tajik, 
Kumin said. 

Opposition commander Atunad Shah 
Masood, meanwhile, conmiands a mul- 
ti-ethnic force which includes Tajiks, 
Hazaras, Uzbeks and 'Rirkmen. 

The of^sition controls the northeast- 
em provinces from the heavily-f ordfied 
Panjsher Valley, which lies just beyond 
the Kabul front lines. 

The Taliban launched a summer of- 
fensive against opposition forces on 
July 28. 

The UNHCR said almost 60,000 peo- 
ple displaced by the fighting were now 
sheltering in Kabul and a further 
100,000 had fled towaids the north of 
the country, to an area bordering 
Tajikistan. 



Xaliban retake Bagram 



ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
ruling Taliban militia Friday captured 
the opposition-held Bagram air base 
north of Kabul, the Ai^han Islamic 
Press reported. 

Forces of opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood *itetreated' from 
the base SO kilometers, north of the 
Afghan capital after Taliban troops en- 
tered without a fight, the report said 
without elaborating. . 

No independent confirmation on 
whether tl^ Taliban were in Bagram 
was inamediately available but sources 
said forces loyal to Masood had wiUi- 
drawn fix)m the base. 

*Bagram is empty. Masood has with- 
draw \0 we're not too sure if the Ted- 
iban ha^e entered. The Taliban control 
the southern area of the base,' an inde- 
pendent source said, adding that front 
lines were quiet Friday.However, an 
opposition spokesman said its troops 



were still in control of the area. 

*As of Friday morning, the airbdse 
was still held by the opposition,* said 
spokesman Abdullah (eds: one name). 

The Tediban control most of Afghan- 
istan. They launched an offensive over 
two weeks ago to wrest control of norA- 
easterh^provincels from Masood, the last 
rival capable of thwarting total militia : 

dominadon. , , ^^^^'-^ ry;^'^ 
: TSS^^ Afghan womeiiy^" 
children hi danger.S;^/^' . 
^ An>und 20,000 womaf andJiMdrra 
are ^ing d^ith in Afjghaniitan unless 
they recdve urgent supplies^aid agen- 
cy Mc^ecins du Monde (MDM - Doc- 
tors of the WoriliJ Warned here Friday. 

The women and children have sou^t 
shelter in the northern Panshir valley 
after fleeing fighting between the rul- 
ing Taliban militia and opposition forc- 
es, said MDM staff who have just re- 
turned from the region. 
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Afghan see-saw 



THE latest developments in 
Afghanistan have shattered all 
hopes of peace in this war-torn 
country. Much to the despair of 
the world community, earlier 
this week the Taliban launched 
their summer offensive against 
Ahmad Shah Masoud's forces 
in Panjsher. They returned to 
the path of hostility soon after 
they had held talks with the 
Northern Alliance af Tashkent 
where the six-plus-two confer- 
ence was held last weejc. 
Needless to say, the peace talks 
have collapsed. The UN repre- 
sentative's desperate efforts to 
keep the peace process going 
have not succeeded. Peace 
prospects in Afghanistan could 
not have been bleaker. In the 
initial attacks, 130 people have 
been killed. It is plain that as 
long as hostilities persist, no 
reconstruction or rehabilitation 
work can be imdertaken in this 
war-ravaged country. 

Pinpointing \yho started the 
new round of /fighting is diffi- 
cult. Both sides were preparing 
for war. But the Taliban will 
have to take the major part of 
the blame for sporadic violence 
and strife in the country. They 
have been consistently rigid in 
their stance and have reneged 
on their cotomitments oil sever- 
al occasions. For instance at the 
Ashkhabad talks in March, the 
Taliban had agreed to enter 
into a power-sharing arrange- 
ment with their opponents. But 
soon thereafter they forgot all 
about it. The pattern is famil- 
iar. With the onset of winter 
they evince some interest in 
some sort of settlement with 
their rivals but turn their back 
on it with the approach of sum- 
mer. It is strange that the 
Taliban do not see the wisdom 
of a political settlement but 
want to achieve their aims on 
the battlefield. 

There are two aspects to this 
strategy which call for atten- 
tion. First, a military victory of 
the Taliban can at best a tem- 
porary one as happened before. 
Earlier, they had captured 
many of those areas where bat- 
tles are being fought now, but 
had to retreat in, the face of 



local uprisihgiS. Secondly, it is 
plain that if the Tdiban's oppo- 
nents are driven but of their 
strongholds they will seek sanc- 
tuary in neighbouring countries 
and keep up their counter- 
offensive from there. Hence a 
military victory will not bring 
any lasting gain or produce a 
political solution of this crisis 
in Afghanistan. It will keep the 
country immersed in turbu- 
lence. 

It is . also time the* Taliban 
recognized the multi-ethnic 
composition of the Afghan soci- 
ety. This is a fact of life which 
has determined the course of 
history in the region. In today's 
context when governments do 
not put too much reliance on 
military force as on political 
consensus for their writ to run, 
the Taliban should work for the 
establishment of a broad-based 
government which should have 
representatives drawn from all 
major sections of the popula- 
tion. This is possible only if 
meaningful talks are held 
between the Taliban and the 
Northern Alliance. 

To facilitate these talks to be 
productive, it is important that 
the neighbouring countries, 
which have been aiding the 
combatants in: Afghanistan by 
supplying them arms and 
money, cease their intervention 
by proxy. They should prevail 
on fiieir protege to be concilia- 
tory in their stance in the nego- 
tiations. Once the warring sides 
know that the flow of arms and 
money will stop, they will have 
to opt for reconciliation and 
compromise. Pakistan has a 
major stake in peace across its 
northwestern border. The insta- 
bility in Afghanistan has a way 
of overflowing into Pakistan 
and affecting its poUtics, eco- 
nomics and society. The Afghan 
events also cast their shadow 
on Pakistan's foreign relations, 
especially its ties with Central 
Asia, Iran and also the majoi 
powers. To neutralize the 
imwholesome effect of Afghan 
events on Pakistan's affairs, it 
is essential that the confUct in 
that country is brought to ac 
end. 
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Panjsher's invulnerability threatened 



From page 

they tried to extend their rule to the val- 
ley. Taliban's *Try, try again" formula, , 
however, this time poses a threat to all 
the stories of Panjsher's might and in- 
vulnerability. A common Panjshiri is 
tired of a long military resistance he 
showed to the enemies throughout the 
civil war. A prolonged indulgence in the 
civil war has made him short of all sort 
of resources. His wish that his leader 
Ahmad Shah Masood will once become 
the ruler of Afghanistan seems now un- 
attainable to him in the present scenar- 
io. The allies of Masood are no more 
existing in the active field. And here 
frustration starts. 

Contrary to Panjsheris, Taliban has 
more than one edge, in their latest sum- 
mer offensive over tficir main opposi- 
tion group — Shura-e-Nazar, led by 
Masood. Taliban's frequent adv^tuies 
towards Panjsher valley since the fall of 
Kabul in September 1996 had made 
them familiar with the geography of the 
area. The geographical syndiesis of Pan- 
jsher provides a natural defence to the 
valley. The well-equipped Russians, 
Masood*s other enemies and TEdiban— 
all failed to make a breakthrough in the 
north of Kabul where liesi the Panjsher 
valley and its surroundSngs^ AlUhe in- 
vaders later covered thdr rdi^ts by say- 
ing that narrow passes and moun- 
tains did not give them way tq ^ lihead. 

For Taliban the situadoh is now dif- 
ferent. They overcome the geogn^hical 
advantage of the oppositicm by staying 
there for about three years w||ile engag- 
ing their opponents aU the tidm^ The tem- 
po of engagement, thouj^, wt^^ 
many ups and downs but the exercise 
was not futile. It helped Taliban to get 
familiar with the higWy difficult eircunii 
stances and geogra^)hically tough region. 
Their presence in the north of Afghmi 
capital built up a constant pressure oti 
their enemies, who did not miss H single 
chance for recapturing Kabul since its 
faU to Taliban three years ago. Now for 
Taliban, it seems that geog^ijrfiical ob- 
stacles will be of little impcHtam^, which 



in itself is a dangerous development for ' 
Masood. 

That Taliban are comparatively fresh, 
is their other plus point in the current 
offensive against Masood. The latest 
fighting in the north of Kabul is between 
the fresh and weary fighters. The last 
three years saw Masood men highly en- 
;gaged in defending their areas includ- , 
ing north of Kabul, Panjsher valley, Ta- 
khar and Badakhshan provinces.. His 
troops remained mobile in the recent 
years, without having proper arrange- 
ments for reinforcements, moving from 
one comer to another to resist Taliban's 
move to extend their rule. The exercise 
led to an overall fatigue without scoring 
any major victqry. . » * 

Taliban, on the other hand, give prop- 
er breathing space to their fighters. They ' 
not only wait for a proper time to strike 
at the opposition but tiiey have also bet- . 
ter arrangements for reinforcements. 
These factors k^p their troops fi'esh and ) 
energetic against their opponents. Tali- 
ban's recent history of success showed 
^ they inflicted heavy casualties on their 
enemiesinthebeginningof thdrassault and 
made quick advances. Only a fresh army 
can give such results. 

In their latest assault m the north of 
Kabul, the Taliban troops don't seem 
weary. Their attack took place after an 
interval of about one-year though some 
skirmishes occurred between the two 
forces during this period. In its very fist 
phase, Taliban seem strong as they 
scored victories on the ground, and mov- 
ing smoothly towards their ultimate 
goal — the valley of Panjshen 

Then Taliban's numerical advantage ■ 
gives a psychological setback to 
Masood's weary and comparatively 
small troops. The previous fightings be- 
tween the two sides proved Masood men 
good fighters. They repulsed Taliban 
successfully from their areas though they 
were smaller in number. It was mainly 
due to the fact thfit Taliban did not prop- 
erly utilise their numerical advantage. 
They often preferred to fight on one or 
two fronts. 



Now with the passage of time Taliban 
learnt exploiting their numerical advan- 
tage. Like their earlier strategy in Maz^ 
ar-e-Sharif , they have opened more than 
two fronts against Masood men in their 
latest offensive against Panjsher valley 
and its surroundings. Only in the first 
four days of the fighting Taliban opened 
five fronts against their opponents. They 
have now engaged the opposition forc- 
es at the New Road, Old Road, Kohi- 
Safi; towns of Tagalrand Nejrab and a 
fifth position called Ghorband. That 
means more engagement with small 
number of troops for Masood, which can 
possibly lead to Taliban's success in the 
latest sununer offensive. 

Apart from opening new fronts, Tali- 
ban will also this time use available tech- 
nology against their opponents. In their 
previous failed attempts, many of Tali- 
ban troops were killed due to landmines. 
This time Taliban are extra careful to 
avoid mines-related casualties. The use 
of their ageing Migs gives the impres- 
sion to the other side that Taliban are 
well-equipped. That impression is not a 
positive sign for Masood men at a time 
when they need more confidence and 
courage to at least repulse the current 
Taliban offensive. 

And finally, Taliban's determination to 
do away with their only viable opponent- 
Ahmad Shah Masood, is a major factor 
behind the recent adventure in the north 
of Kabul. Taliban leaders in their private 
conversations are of the opinion that 
their war-torn country could only be- 
come stable once Masood is vanished 
from the Afghan scene. 

It is perhaps this determination that 
Taliban opted for launching a fresh at- 
tack against the opposition soon after the 
peace negotiations concluded in 
Tashkent m the third week of July. They 
have so far resisted all pressures against 
their recent attack on opposition forces. 
For Taliban, the capture of Panjsher, will 
mean control over the whole of Afghan- 
istan, which they think can be attained 
only tfirough abolishing all other author- 
ities in the country. ^ 

r 
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Taliban securing new 
conquests north of Kabul 



DEH SABZ PASS, Afghanistan 
(AFP) - Afghanistan's lUiban militia 
Thursday launched a clean-up qieration 
in several districts captured on the 
Shamali Plains north of here,, militia 
soldiers and locals coming from the area 
said. 

Villagers who left Qara Bagh, 40 kil- 
ometers north of here, said militia sol- 
diers were conducting a house to house 
search looking for opposition troops 
before they advanced any further. 

They said that frontlines have been 
pushed back close to a point known as 
the T-junction on the Old Road where 
the districts of Gul Dara, Dakou, Ka- 
lakan, Istalif, and Qara Bagh are under 
the Taliban's firm control. 

The Taliban drove supporters of op- 
position commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood out of these areas during an 
intense dawn attack on Wednesday. 

Militia soldiers manning a checlqpost 
on Deh Sabz Pass, 35 kilometers north 
of Kabul, also said the Taliban would 
focus on securing the Shamali districts. 

*A clean-up operation is under way. 
We want to go ahead step by step in 
order not to repeat the same mistakes,* 
a Taliban commander told journalists. 

Last week the Taliban took the 
Shamali region and areas in the adja- 
cent Parwan and Kapisa provinces but 
they were pushed back in a counter-of- 



fensive by Masood after holding their 
ground for just three days. 

Anti-Taliban groups claimed they had 
killed around 8^ Taliban soldiers in the 
surprise counter attack. 

Ddi Sabz Pass on the New Road leads 
to Bagram airbase, another 50 kilom- 
eters further north, which the Taliban 
described as a no-man's land. 

*Nobody controls the airport,' the 
commander said, adding journalists 
who intended to drive towards Bagram 
needed permission from MuUa Rabba- 
ni, the Taliban's second in command. 

Plumes of smoke were seen colunm- 
ing skywards from villages in Qara 
Bagh. 

Taliban soldiers said houses had 
caught fire during the fighting. 

*The bushes and the firewood, peo- 
ple had stocked for winter had caused 
the fire,' the militia commander said. 

However, a local carrying his family 
on a donkey said the Taliban had burnt 
some houses. *Yes they are burning 
some of the houses,' he said. 

Masood has accused the Taliban of 
teaching people's houses and levelling 
their gardens and farmlands. 

Displaced villagers, on their way to 
the capital, carried a few belongings, 
cattle and water and said the militia told 
Uiem to leave their houses. 

Hie locals, mostly women, children 



and elderly people said they left home 
at dawn and had walked out in 40 de- 
gree Centigrade heat. 

Earlier the Afghan opposition ac- 
cused the Taliban and their Pakistani 
supporters of adopting a scorched earth 
policy in the latest round of fighting on 
front lines north of Kabul. 

An opposition spokesman said in a 
statement that homes had been torched, 
vineyards, orchards and cultivated land 
had been levelled to deter the local pop- 
ulation from returning. 

*The objective by the enemy as ob- 
served from Kalak^, Guldara, Dakou 
and Istalif is clearly the complete forced 
deportation of the civilian population, 
including women and children through 
wreaking havoc.' 

The statement said heavy artillery 
barrages and air sorties including the 
use of cluster bombs on August 10 had 
preceded the withdrawal of the opposi- 
tion from the combat zone.' 

Masood controls the northeastern 
provinces and stands as the last obsta- 
cle capable of thwarting total Taliban 
control of Afghanistan, after five years 
of civil war. The militia already con- 
trols most of the country. 

Opposition claims were carried in a 
press statement issued by its foreign 
affairs department which is headed by 
Masood's main spokesman Abdullah. 



Taliban mop up after 
capturing villages 



KABUL, Aug 12: Taliban filters 
on Thursday launched mopping up 
operations against opposition 
leader Ahmad iShah Masood's 
forces after captiuing several vil- 
lages in an offensive just north of 
the Afghan capital, Kabul. 

"We have decided to clean up 
these villages from weapons an4 
the remnants of the opposition 
troops before moving forward," a 
Taliban fighter in the area told 
reporters. 

The Taliban flushed out opposi- 
tion troops from several villages in 
the north of Kabul, including 
Qarabagh, Istalif, Guldara and Mir 
Bacha Kot. 

The Taliban are now based dose 
to a junction that links the two 



main highways leading north from 
Kabul towards Masood's airbase at 
Bagram, 50 km north of the capital. 
' Big columns of smoke could be 
seen from a distance rising from 
most of the villages that have fallen 
to the Taliban in the area, witnesses 
said. 

Masood has accused the Taliban 
of burning down civilian houses in 
reprisal for a Masood counter-offen- 
sive last week that reversed key 
Taliban gains. The area, called the 
Shomali plains, is home to thou- 
sands of Masood's Tajik ethnic 
group. 

Taliban fighters denied the 
charge and said the houses caught 
fire during fighting on 
Wednesday. — ^Reuters 
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Taliban forcibly ejecting 
civilians from their houses 



From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR - In a bid to capture 
Ahmad Shah Masud-dominatcd areas 
to north of Kabul, Taliban soldiers are 
forcibly ejecting civilians of their hous- 
es in Shomali valley near the frontlines 
and asking them to walk to Kabul. 

The United Nations in its report on 
Sunday confuroed that a large scale dis- 
placement had occurred from th# 
Shamali valley. Within a period of le$s 
than 36 hours on August 1 3 and 14, over 
1,870 families) an estimated 10,000 
people) entered the Afghan capital, it 
added ami apprehended a major in- 
flux is anticipated within the next few 
days.'* 

Earlier, die Northern Alliance had ac- 
cused Taliban of making hostage thou- 
sands of Tajik families just to pressu- 
rise them ( Ahmad Shah Masud forc- 
es). 

However, Maulvi Abdul Raqeeb, the 
Afghan Minister for Refugees Repatri- 
ation who recently visited Peshawar had 
denied such allegations and claimed 
that these families are free to go any- 



where inside Afghanistan, But at the 
same time, he had confirmed' return 
from 50,000 to 60,000 people from 
Jalalabad to Kabul in his press confer- 
ence at Peshawar on August 10. He fur- 
ther claimed that Islamic Emirate was 
providing maximum facilities to the war 
displaced families. 

The report maintains that the United 
Nations had 'ob^iined Hrst hand ac- 
counts from the new arrivals represcnt- 
ing^l ethnic groups that verify thatTsd- 
iban fighters forced men, Wpmen^and; 
children out of their houses and told 
them to walk to Kabul. They had also 
cofifumed earlier reports that tte Tali- 
ban are intentionally setting homes on 
fire. The international agencies in Ka- 
bul are monitoring the arrival of grow- 
ing numbers of displaced from the 
Shamali valley, drawing up lists of the 
displaced, and providing new arrivals 
with water and high protein biscuits. 
, Some of the displiK^ed had made 40- 
kilomcter journey on foot, while oth- 
ers have been conveyed in trucks com- 
mandeered by the Taliban authorities. 
Many of the new arrivals are not only 



Five Taliban 



exhausted by their journey but are also 
some of thme have also become desti- 
tutes. A long queue of elderly men, 
women and children, some walking 
with their livestock loaded with a few 
possessions, continued to approach the 
city into the late afternoon on Saturday. 

The report further states that the 
forced displacement and intentional 
destruction of civilians homes is clear 
violation of imemational humanitariui 
law. It is also against the stated policy 
of Taliban, whose leader Mullah Omar 
earlier condemned such acts and called 
on Taliban tro^ to respect the life and 
property of civilians. 

Earlier, this mcmth, 2300 individuals 
forcibly displaced from Shamali were 
.temporarily accommodated in the an 
ex-diplomatic compound in Kabul. 

The United Nations is gready alarmed 
thatthe latest upsurge in fighting in the ; 
Shamali valley is, once;again, causing.| 
loss of life and intentimial destiructioa^i 
, of civiUans propertyilj^lImt^^Ni 
dons calls upon the l^OtJUitt^tb jni^^ 
ately halt the canii^M^ftgaiiist 11%^ 
vilian pq)ulation. r f ,*| - 



KABUL, Aug 13: Five members 
of Taliban movement h^d their 
right hands and left feet publicly 
amputated on Friday. 

"Hiousands of men and dozens of 
women gathered at Kabul's sports 



stadium to watch the punish- 
ment after a military tribujoal 
found all five giiilty of robbing a 
Kabul resideiit; of the equivalent of 

$700. ' • ^ \ 

The accused, in their midt20s;. 



were brought to the stadium in an 
ambulance in shackles. Masked 
doctors performed the amputa- 
tions and the severed limbs were 
put on display as a warning. 
—Reuters 
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Taliban force 

10,000 to 
leave homes 



By Masood Haider 



NEW YORK. Aug 17: The United 
Nations on Monday said that an 
estimated 10,000 people in 
Afghanistan had been forced to 
leave their homes in the Shamali 
Valley near the front lines north of 
Kabul. 

According to the office' of the 
United Nations Coordinator for 
Afghanistan "there aire confirmed 
reports that Taliban fighters forced 
men, women and children out of 
their houses and told them to waUc 
to Kabul. There are also confirmed 
reports that tl^e Taliban are inten- 
tionally setting houses on ^e." 

''Families speak of whole villages 
being burnt to the ground and 
crops set on fire to deter them from 
moving back to this once-fertile val- 
ley," the UN Coordinator's Office 
says. 

Taliban authorities continue to 
deny any ''scorched earth" policy 
in the area, the UN said. 

International agenqes lare pro- 
viding food and Water the new 
arrivals, many of them dehydrated 
and completely destitute following 
their 40-kilometre journey. The UN 
is expecting another major influx 
of displaced people into the Afghan 
capital over the next few days. 

Am FORCE CHIEF: The chief of 
the Taliban's air force in 
Afghanistan on Tuesday denied 
allegations by the beleaguered 
opposition that Pakistan was assist- 
ing the militia's air power, the 
A^an Islamic Press (AIP) agency 
said, adds dpa. 

Mulla Akhtar Mohammad 
Mansoor also said the Taliban had 
a sufficient number of Russian 



MG-21 and Su>22 jets and "do not 
need anybody else's planes", AIP 
n^pctfted* 

Besides, Pakistanis are not 
experts on Russian-made aircraft, 
the Pakistan-based private news 
service quoted Mansoor, Taliban 
air force chief , as saying. 

Mansoor also denied that Taliban 
jets were bombing civilian popula- 
tions. "We are hitting only militaiy 
targets," he said. 

Several opposition spokesmen 
have accused Pakistan of hitting 
their positions. ' 

Earlier, AIP reported that the 
Taliban militia has rushed rein- 
forcements to the Kunar and 
Laghman fronts as opposition 
forces continued their oftensive in 
the northeastern provinces. 

AIP quoted an opposition 
spokesman as saying Commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood's forces 
would intensify their attacks in a 
bid to capture the capital cities of 
Laghman, Kunar and Ningarhar 
provinces. 

The spokesman claimed that the 
opposition evicted the militia from 
Pashud district of Kunar in 
overnight fighting. 

Maulvi Sadar Azam, the Taliban 
administrator of the eastern zone, 
admitted to AIP that the opposition 
had captured Daulatshah district in 
Laghman but denied all other terri- 
torial gains claimed by the opposi- 
tion. 

Azam said the Taliban repulsed 
all other attacks in the provinces 
and "inflicted such a defeat at 
Khewa that the enemy would not 
dare to attack again". 
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Several dead as 
Kandahar attacked 

> * 

Missile slammed into Mulla Omet 's residence 



By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - Scores of people 
were feared dead as the Taliban 
headquarters in Kandahar came un- 
der what is presumed a heavy US 
missile attack late Tuesday night, 
reports from across the Durand 
Line said. 

Afghan sources, confirming the 
strikes, claimed that one of the sur- 
face-to-surface missiles slammed 
into the residence of Taliban's 
supreme leader Mulla Omer. 

They, however, pointed out that 
the Taliban supremo had been seen 
in the city after the attack, putting 
to rest speculation that Mulla Omer 
had been killed. 

**A boundary wall of Mulla 
Omer's residence was razed by the 
powerful hit preceded by a huge 
explosion which prompted the ter- 
rified residents to flee the city in 
droves," reports said, speaking of 
many casualties and severe damage 
to buildings. 

The blast that rocked Kandahar 
at around 10.45 pm led the panicky 



inhabitants to believe that the 
United States had launched the 
much-feared air strikes against 



US denies 
hand in blast 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
White House denied reports 
Tiiesday it was involved in a huge 
explosion in Kandahar, the head 
quarters of Afghanistan's ruling 
Taliban. 

*There is no truth at all to any re- 
port of US government involve- 
ment," an administration official 
said on condition of anonymity, 
when asked about an Afghan 
Islamic Press report. 
The story said the cause of the 
blast was still unknown, but the 
southern city's inhabitants be- 
lieved they were under air attack 
from the United States and fled in 
panic. 



Osama bin Laden 's bases. 

A diplomat here claimed that it 
was an isolated attack apparently 



targeting the residence of Mullah 
Omar. He also hinted at heavy loss- 
es in the assault, which plunged the 
Taliban headquarters into complete 
darkness. 

The Kandahar administration, 
meanwhile^ said that the exact 
number of casualties was hard to 
assess, given the chaotic situation 
blankedng the city. They feared 
that hundreds of people were seri- 
ously wounded. 

According to AIP, the cause of 
the blast was not known but the 
southern city's inhabitants believed 
diey were under air attack from the 
United States and fled in panic 

"Mullah Omar was seen safe 
and sound after the explosion," 
AIP said. Its report gave no further 
details and could not be immedi- 
ately confirmed by independent 
sources. 

AFP adds: On August 20 last 
year the US launched cruise mis- 
siles on suspected terrorist training 
camps belonging to alleged terror- 
ist . Osama bin Laden In 
Afghanistan. 
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Support for Osama 
undiminished: Taliban 



1 >"-'■ 



KABUL, Aug 10: On the eve of 
the first anniversary of US missile 
attacks against Afghanistan, die rut 
ing Taliban on Tuesday reiterated 
support for Osama bin Laden and 
launched an appeal to Muslim's to 
back them against any further US 
military action. 

Through thp official media here 
and a barrage of statemoits abroad, 
militia authorities are warning 
Washington is about tp cany out 
another military strike against the 
Taliban for harbouring bin Laden. 

However, there were no signs 
that Taliban supreme leader MuUa 
Mohammad Omar would relent and 
hand over the Saudi dissidasit 

Instead he con^lained die US is 
pressuring the militia because of 
their belief s, based on Sharia law. 

"American pressure is only 
directed at us. If there is any pres- 
sure from the United Nations or any 
other party that is also emanating 
from the American pressure," Omar 
said. 

"Therefore we call upon the 
world Muslims to back, support and 
help us,*' he told the official Radio 
Shariat 

Bin Laden has lived as a **wel- 
comed guest** in Afghanistan since 
1996 when the militia's campaign to 
; liberate Afghanistan was gaining 
1 momentum. Since then they have 
i won control of most of the country . 

Taliban Minister of Information 
MuUt Amir Khan Mutttqi said bin 
Laden's status has not changed, 
adding, "this is the position of the 
people of Afghanistan". 

Washington launched a Cruise 
missile attack last August 20 
against alleged installations run by 
bin Laden in retaliation for the 
bombing of US aoabassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania two weeks earlier. 

The August 7 embassy bombings 
last year left 224 people dead while 
official reports here claimed 25 



Afghans were killed in the Cruise 
mi^ale attack. 

Muttaqi's comments came after 
reports on Jaiira satellite television 
that dozens of commandos had 
landed in Islamabad, for an opera- 
tion against bin Laden. 

It said one US fighter plane had 
also landed in Islamabad, and 
another at an airport dose to the 
Pakistani border with Afghanistan, 
ready to cany out air strikes. 

The Jazifa report was confirmed 
to AFP by a Taliban official in Abu 
Dhabi but denied by officials in 
Washkigton. 

'*US planes landed in Islamabad, 

and they could be on a mission 
against Afghanistan," said Aziz 
Rahman, third secretary at the 
Taliban mission. 

' However, while bin Laden has 
enjoyed the support of the Taliban, 
opposition Af ^an groups yramed 
he should be tried as a murderer. 

If we capture him, we will treat 
him as the Idller of thousands of our 
fellow countrymen," opposition 
alliance spokesman ^i)dullah said. 

The opposition under comman- 
der Ahmad Shah Masood control 
the country's northeast provinces 
and have accused bin Laden of 
leading Arab fighters in the 055 
Brigade of fighting with the 
Taliblmsoldiars. 

Abdullah said the Taliban could 
have saved Afghanistan from the 
l^evioui US attack by eaq^elling bin 
Laden. The opposition spokesman 
said Omar's appeal would gain 
nothing but the backing of more 
terrorist organizations. 

The TaHban are only recognised 
as head of state in Afghanistan by 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

••We rely on God the Almighty 
whether or not someone helps us," 
Omar said in his address to 
Muslims.— AFP 



Taliban condemn 
US missile strikes 

KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's rul- 
ing Taliban Satiuday condemned US 
missile strikes targeting alleged terror* 
ist Osama bin Ladbn one year and one 
day ago, accusing Washington itself of 
terrorism. 

The first anniversary of the missile 
strikes on bases m the province of Khost 
passed without incident and without 
comment from the militia's official 
press. 

However, one day after the anniver- 
sary, militia authorities warned of the 
dangers of mterfering in Afghani af- 
fairs. 

*We believe that every issue can be 
solved peacefully and not through the 
use of force,' a Taliban foreign minis- 
try statement said. 

Saudi bin Laden is wanted for the 
twin bombings of two US embassies in 
east Africa on August 7 last year. 

Chttdren on front Unes 

Taliban have rejected claims by the 
United Nations that children had joined 
their ranks and were filt^^^S 
country's front line^. ■ 

*The Islamic Eihidite of Afghanistan 
(lEA) has never recruited young men 
to its ranks and will never do so,' 
Taliban (^prmlmf^ 

He accused the UN of 'making un- 
true statements in or^er to defame and 
pressure the OBA' in order 'to heighten 
the propaganda can^gn against the 
Islamic Emirate'. 

UN Secretary General Ko0 Annan 
earlier this month expressed 'deep con- 
cern' over reports of the involvement 
in the conflict of students, some as 
young as 14. He called on the warring 
parties to respect the con vention on the 
rights of the child. 

On Friday UNICEF officials in Paki- 
Stan reiterated the concern. 

ThellN hat recently connrmed the 
Taliban has conducted a scorched 
earth policy along the Shamali 
Plains, forcing more than 100,000 
people to flee villages during re- 
cent fighting. 

And the UN's special envoy to Af- 
ghanistan has warned against the mili- 
tia using Pakistani and Arab mercenar- 
ies, a charge Taliban authorities have 
denied. 

TheTalibancontrolmostof Afghani- 
stan after a five-year civil war against 
forces loyal to opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 

Three weeks ago the militia 
launched a summer offensive aimed 
at wresting control of the north east- 
em provinces. 
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Taliban did not ask for 
aid from Pak 



By Sadaqat Jan 



ISLAMABAD - Despite facing re- 
verses and setbacks on die battle front, 
Afghanistan's ruling Taliban have not 
asked religious schools in neighbour- 
ing Pakistan to send in students to rein- 
force their ranks, administrator of a 
madrassa (Islamic seminary) said on 
Sunday. 

"Except for a few Afghans who might 
have gone out of their own choice to 
join Taliban rest of the students are busy 
in their studies," Maul^ma Anwarul 
Haq, administrator Darul Ulum Haqqa- 
nia, said by phone from Akora Khat- 
tak. 

He said Taliban have so far not made 
any request for fresh reinforcements. 

Madrassa students in Pakistan, main- 
ly in the Frontier and Balochistan prov- 
inces, and predominantly from Afghan- 
istan, are used to taking their turns al- 
ternately at studies and war eversince 
the f aliban movement started. 

They leave their schools to join Tail- 
ban as fighters when needed or to rest 
those on the frontline for too long. 

Darul Ulum Haqqania, which has 
thrown up almost all of Taliban's top 



leactership, was closed last August when 
the student militia stormed into Mazar- 
e-Sharif, capital of Afghanistan's north- 
em Balkh province. 

An Afghan delegation arrived in 
Haqqania last year with a letter frbm 
Taliban supreme commandeir Mullah 
Mohammad Umar asking the ma- 
drassa's Afghan students to join Tali- 
ban ranks to help Aem finiin their hold 
on the newly-captured areas. 

Following the delegation's arrival, a 
meeting was held at Haqqania of ule- 
ma (Islamic religious scholars) who 
were running madrassas in different 
parts of the Frontier province a^d it was 
decided that not to harm studies of Af- 
ghan students. 

Haqqania md madrassas in the Fron- 
tier with mainly Afghans on the roll 
remained closed for over a month last 
year.The students were given a break 
from their studies to go home, to fight 
war. The seminaries were further desert- 
ed as hundreds of Pakistani Taliban also 
went over the border along with their 
classmates to help in the jehad. 

"They (the students) went in such 
overwhelming numbers that it was dif- 
ficult for the Taliban in Kabul to arrange 
proper lodging and food for them," 



Anwarul Haq said. 

Inspite of mounting a massive sum- 
mer offensive against the opposition 
tiiere \m been no flemand from Tali- 
ban for holidays to Haqqania's Afghan 
students this tinie around, he said. 

Haqqania contihues to hold a special 
place on the Afghan political scene 
eversince Soviet troops marched into its 
capital of Kabul in the winter of 1979. 
Leaders of the then Mujahideen groups 
kept close contact and at times held stra- 
tegic meetings in Haqqania. Attained 
spiritual guidance from its founder, the 
late Maulana Abdul Haq, who would 
dispatch in the 1980s Mujahideen con- 
tingents to Afghanistan with special 
prayers for their success. All this has 
been chronicled by Hwjqania's month- 
ly A/-/fa^ magazine. 

Haqqania was set up in Akora Khat- 
tak in 1948% Maulana Abdul Haq who 
also remained a member of Pakistan's 
parliament. 

As a mark of enduring Obligation to 
and association with Haqqania, many 
of its Afghan graduates sub-fix "Haqqa- 
ni" with their name. Afghanistan's cur- 
rent Ambassador to Pakistan Saeedur 
Rehman Haqqani. it is said, is one 
among them. - 
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Pakistan troops 
not fighting 

alongside 
Taliban: Kabul 



ISLAMABAD, Aug 3: The Afghan 
Embassy here on Tuesday refuted 
allegations of former president 
Sibghatullah Mojadeddi that 
Pakistani nationals were fighting 
along with Taliban soldiers against 
the Northern Alliance. 

"There i»^ presence of foreign 
nationals in the ranks of Taliban,** 
an embassy statement said. 

The Afghan nation does not 
give any importance to such base- 
less and uncalled-for statement by a 
person like Mojadeddi who has no 
say in the affairs of the countiy.** 

It said the former president, dur- 
ing his two- and- a- half months 
rule, did nothing for the Afghan 
nation and,**after completion of the 
two-month tenure, he left 
Afghanistan with some articles of 
Bait-ul-Maal.** 

The statement referred to the 
recent communique of Taliban's 
paramount leader Mulla Umar 
whereby he has invited foreign 
journalists and even opposition rep- 
resentatives to visit the frontline 
and see by themselves as to 
whether or not foreign nationals are 
fighting alongside the Talib^ 

Taliban Information Minister 
Amir Khan Muttaqi on Monday 
took the Kabul-based foreign jour- 
nalists to the frontline, north of the 
capital, to see for themselves 
whether there were any foreign 
troops among the Taliban ranks, the 
Afghan Embassy maintained.— APP 

ENVOY'S CHARGE: Qvil war in 



Afghanistan is being stoked by for- 
eign mercenaries, Masood KhaUli, 
the envoy to India of ousted Afghan 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
said on Tuesday, adds AFP. 

Khaliii alleged Pakistan was stok- 
ing ''terrorism and unrest*! in 
Afghanistan in the "same way that 
it smuggled P^ikistani regulars** into 
occupied Kashmir. 

He also alleged that Pakistani 
pilots flew the Taliban's Russian- 
made MiGs which pounded 
Charikar, Jabul Siraj, Qarabagh 
and Gulbahar towns of Afghanistan 
on July 29. 

" There is no question of a siuren- 
der. It is the duty of every Afghan 
to fight because no one will allow 
foreigners to take over their land,** 
Khaliii told a news conference in 
New Delhi. 

" The Northern Alliance is fight- 
ing the Taliban, whose forces are 
made up of 3,500 Pakistani regulars 
and over 1,000 Arabs, sponsored by 
terrorist Osama bin Laden." , 

Khaliii sought to downplay the 
Northern Alliance*s loss of Bagram 
airport to Taliban forces. 

*' We have not used the air . base 
actively f (NT the past two years ... it 
was too, close to the range of the 
Taliban's guns.** 

Military analysts attached to for- 
eign embassies in Islamabad, said 
the Northern Alliance had between 
10,000 and 15,000 hardened troops 
and could rely on 40,000 men who 
were willing to fight the Taliban. 
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Omar denies 
Pakistan troop 
jpresence 

PESHAWAR, JtiJ^ ' 31: 
Afghanistan's Taliban ilipreme 
leader Mulla Muhammad Omar 
has dismissed reports that 
Pakistani troops were fighting 
alongside militia against the belea- 
guered opposition forces in the 
north of die war-ravaged country, 
the private AIP news agency 
reported on Saturday. 

''There is no Pakistan soldier in 
our ranks," Taliban spokesman 
Mulla Abdul Hayee Motmain quot- 
ed his chief as saying in a state- 
ment released at the militia*s 
Kandahar headquarter in s6uth- 
westem Afghanistan on Friday. 

Motmaiqj^.Jhowever, admitted to 
the presence of a few "Pakistani 
Taliban,** who follow Afghanistan's 
radical Taliban as model, in their 
ranks. 

"These (Pakistani Taliban) are 
the Mujahideen who took part in 
Afghan war against Soviet occupa- 
tion and communist system,** in 
1970s and 19808. 

United Nations peace envoy for 
Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, has 
warned that involvement of 
Pakistani and Arab militants in 
Afghan civil war, "could reboimd 
on their countries of origin,** 
according to press reports.-^pa 



•;•.<. . .... .W.^ , -.■ . ., (.. . • .. . ' 

to leave Paiy 

KABUtO^I^-ITieT^ 
on Wednesday -urged refugees who 
have taken^helter imthe opposidon- 
held PanjstierValleytoleave and prom* 
ised a guarantee of safe passage. 

* We are ready |o help them and we 
^iil giveltliBa^nScq^ary assistance,' 
Mullah Amir Khan Muttaqi, Taliban 
informatton minister said. He told jour- 
nalists the opposition had breacheid in- 
ternational humanitarian law by using 
noQ-combatants and their homes dur^ 
ingrecentheavy flghtingontheShomali 
Plains north of Kabul. 
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Taliban reaffirm 
support to Osama 



KABUL (AFP) - On the eve of the 
anniversary of the US missile attack 
against Afghanistan, the Taliban Thurs- 
day reaffirmed its support to Osama bin 
Laden and accused Washington of con- 
ducting international terrorism. 

Mulla Mohammad Rabbani, the mi- 
litia number two, said that Washington 
was using the Osama issue as a means 
to pressure the Taliban government to 
submit to US demands. 

*Osama is our guest and it is the cus- 
tom of Afghans and Muslims to respect 
and care for the guest. 

* We are Muslims and we do not deem 
it right to allow the case of a Muslim to 
be decided in a non-Muslim court,* he 
said, commenting on US demands for 
the extradition of the Saudi dissident. 

* America itself conducts acts of glo- 
bal terrorism by launching missile at- 
tacks against Afghanistan and Sudan. 
Who is going to compensate this?' Rab- 
bani asked. 

*They accuse us, and put pressure on 
us to make the Islamic Emirate accept 
their way and religion,* he said. 

The Taliban leader asserted that Osa- 
ma was not allowed to use Afghanistan 
for launching activities against oth^coun- 
tries. He called for a negotiated solution of 
the issue concerning Osama. 

Rabbani vowed that Washington's 
pressure cannot force the Taliban into 
submission. 



He also said the people of Dagestan, 
Kashmir, Palestine and Chechnya 
should be given their freedom, accus- 
ing the Uhited Nations and the interna- 
tional community of turning a blind eye 
to the violation of human rights in these 
regions. 

The problems of the worid Muslims 
wouldcome to an end if they stopped fight- 
ing each other, he said, adcUng the Mu^im 
crusade should continue till the end to 
thwart the plots by non-believers. 

He attacked the United Nations and 
the international community for criti- 
cizing the militia for violating human 
rights and said the Taliban practice was 
ba^ed on Islamic Sharia law. 

*We have given to the women what 
Islam has allowed,* Rabbani said. 

NNI adds: Mutaqqi stressed that dif- 
ferences between Taliban and the Utiit- 
ed States should be resolved through 
talks. Problems could not be solved 
through force, he insisted saying Tali- 
ban are ready to settle issues with Wash^ 
ington through talks. 

The United States rained Tomahawk 
missiles on Afghanistan's southern 
province of Khost one year ago to kill 
Osama but he remained unhurt. Wash- 
ington accuses the Saudi national of 
masterminding bombing of American 
embassies in Tanzania and Kenya on 
August 7, which killed more than 220 
people including 12 Americans. 



Taliban offer talks 
to US on Osama 



PESHAWAR, Aug 21: Taliban 9n 
Saturday hinted at possible readi- 
ness to discuss, with the United 
States die long-standing issue of the 
expulsion of Osama bin Laden by 
saying all difficulties coul^ 
solved peacefully, the Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP) agency report- 
ed. 

"Weapons and force will not do," 
the AIP said quoting an Afghan 
Foreign Ministry statement on the 
anniversary of US missile strikes 
against alleged terrorist bases run 
by Osama Bin Laden. 

The statement did not mention 
Laden by name, but .condenmed the 
attacks last year saying: "The 
Americans should refrain from 
repeating the blunders that the 



British and the Russians committed 
by invading Afghanistan." 

"What the Americans did last 
y^ar in their bid to get Laden was 
not only in violation of the intema- 
tiohal law^ but also put a big ques- 
tion mark against the support the 
Americans provided to Afghan 
mujahideen during their struggle 
against the Soviet Russians," the 
statement issued in Kabul said. 

It said the Americans used to 
vaunt the areas they hit last year as 
"bases of freedom" but they 
declared these places as ^strong- 
holds of terrorists" after the Soviet 
Union collapsed, the foreign min- 
istry said adding that peac^ul con- 
flict resolution was always the best 
way to deal with issues.— dpa » 



Afghan FM 
arriving 
tomorrow 



ISLAMABAD, Aug 22: Afghan 
Foreign Minister Mulla 
Mohammad Hassan Akhimd would 
anive here on Tuesday (Aug 24) on 
a four-day visit to Pakistan for talks 
on a number of issues, including 
Afghan transit trade, officials said 
on Sunday. 

Mulla Hassan would lead a high- 
level delegation, including minis- 
ters, the officials told NML 

The Afghan foreign minister 
would hold talks with his Paldstani 
counterpart Sartaj Aziz on bilateral 
issues, especially transit trade, the 
officials said. 

Pakistan had imposed restric- 
tions on Afghan transit trade two 
years ago, on the grounds that most 
of the goods, imported under a 
transit trade agreement, were 
smuggled into Pakistan, which 
adversely affected its locsd indus- 
try, the officials said. 

The Taliban had repeatedly 
asked Pakistan to Uf t the restric- 
tions on the transit trade and 
release goods at Karachi port 

Islamabad's fresh diplomatic 
' efforts would also come under dis- 
cussion, the ofiEidals said.— NNI 
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Taliban reiterate 
warning to US 
against attack 



ABU DHABI (Interaews>-The Tali- 
ban have warned the United States of a 
fate similar to that of the erstwhile So- 
viet Union if it dares attack Afgham- 
stan to kill Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden. 

"America will face the same fate as 
the Soviet Union if it carries out any 
military action against Afghanistan " 
MuUa Mohammed Rabbani, the 
number two offi- 
cial of the Tali- 



ban said in an 
exclusive inter 
view to Al-Itti- 
had newspaper, 
published here 
Sunday. 
Rabbani said it 



US steps up 
drive against 
Osama 



Rabbani stated. "What it is doing in 
cstine and Iraq? And what did it do last 
year against Afghanistan and SudanT* 
he asked. 

"It actually uses the Osama bin Lad- 
en issue as an excuse in order to take 
revenge against the Islamic government 
in Afghanistan and wants to subject us 
to its laws and orders, which we will 
not let happen," he asserted. 

Rabbani threat- 
ened that if 



Washington car- 
ried out its direats 
by bombing Af- 
ghanistan, it 
would be very se- 
rious and the Is- 

DoKKoni c«iH it I WASHINGTON (PPI)-Washington has lamic emirate 
fi;wlrfh^ stepped up its campaign against Osama bm would not stand 
n^. iiw ff Lad^^ hands 
ahVni.l^n be million dollars for" providing information tied, 
gnanisia^ oe embassy bombmg m He said that the 

causeUdenwasI ^^^^ Laden issue 

never in ine campaign is in form of a thirty- could not be re- 

?4?n!h.r second television cbmmercial which the us solved through 

Brother usama sending to its embassies force and that di- 

is always on Ae ^^^^^ ^^ ^^,1^. \ alogue was the 

move. Eve^^ay expected that US embassies wUl per- best means for 
he IS m a oiricr- as many countries as possible to air reachmg a solu- 

ent region, ne commercial containing a graphic foot- tion. 

TK- f^r^ Tait age of the bombings and an appeal for "Osama came 
w nVXl who information.The us government wants this Uo Afghanistan 
ban otnciai wno ^.^^ ^^^^ ^^^j^ by as many under the admin- 
chairs the ruling possible, said BBC television in istration of 

Council of Mm- P ^^^^^ p^^.^^^^ 

isters, saia ne charged Osama bin Laden Burhanuddin 

w ?ilnliu^ with the embassy bombing and Osama Rabbani so he is 
c. r 7^,^^^ is now on the FBFs most wanted list for the guest of Af- 
!T.^nL%\ sometime. | ghanistan and our 



about the likely 
targets which could be bombed to kiU 
Laden. 

Confirming that the Taliban was m 
the know of the rumours about the ex- 
istence of US commandos and aircraft 
equipped with missiles in Pakistan, he 
said he did not care. 

*The people are talking about it but 
the government of the Islamic Emirate 
does not care about it. We tell America 
that it can bring any number of forces 
and attack any target, but in all cases its 
fate will be failure after failure. This is 
the inevitable result," he said. 

"I advise America not to follow the 
fate of the Russians," he said. 

"America practices international ter- 
rorism itself but accuses others of it," 



customs and faith 

bar the eviction of a guest or handing him 

ovar to his enemies," he asserted. 
Asked by the Al-Ittihad newspaper if 

the Taliban would accept the trial of 
Laden in a neutral state, which recog? 
nises Taliban as a government and has 
no hostility towards Laden, such as the 
United Arab Emirates, Rabbani was 
evasive in his reply. 

"America has so far not produced any 
proof about Osama's involvement [in 
terrorism] and therefore there is no jus- 
tification for his trial anywhere," he re- 
plied. "If America produces convinc- 
ing proof about his involvement in the 
Nairobi and Dar es Salaam bombings, 
we will try him in die courts of Afghan- 
istan," he added. 



Afghan Fpreign 
Minister.calls 
on President 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - The. A^ 
ghan Foreign Minister Mullah Mu- 
hammad Hassan Akhund on Thurs- 
day called on President Muhammad 
kafiqTarar. 

He was accompanied by MuUah 
Amir Khan Mutaqi, Minister of In- 
formation & Culture, Mullah Abdul 

Razaq Akhund.; Minister Com- 
mercf . Molvi Jalaluddin Haqqani. 
Minister of Fromiers, Moulvi Abdul 
RAqib, Minister of RjCfug^s and 
Martyred, Mullah Hanidullah Nom- 

ani. 

Minister for Higher Education, j 
Dr. Abdul Satar Paktecs. Chief of i 
Protocol^ Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs and.Saecdur Rchman Haqqa- 
ni, Afghan'Charge d' Affairs in Is- 

lamabad. \ . - ». 

The President emphasized the im- 
portance of establishing peace in Af- 
ghanistan. Peace, he said, was a pre- 
requisite for progress and prosperi- 
ty. • 

The Afghan Foreign Minister stat- 
ed that his govemm^ y^antcd to 
bring peace to Afghanistan. He also 
appreciated'the latest peace initiative 
of the Cjovemincnt of Pakistan, The 
further expansion of economic and 
commercial cooperation between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan were also 

discussed. > ^ 

TJie meeting was also attended by 
the Minister of State for Foreign Af- 
faire Siddique Khan Kanjo and sen- 
ior officials of the Foreign Office. 
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Taliban start probe 
Mullah Omar into Kaiidahar blast 



survives big 
explosion 



ISLAMABAD, Aug 24: Afghanis- 
tan's supreme leader, Mullah 
Mohammad Omar, survived a big 
explosion near his house in Kan- 
dahar city on Tuesday night, AIP 
reported. 

AIP said a resident of the city 
reached by phone could not explain 
the explosion but said it damaged 
Omar*s house and jolted a large 
number of others. 

Kandahar, in southern Afghanis- 
tan, is the headquarters of the 
Taliban movement. First reports 
said there were many casualties 
and serious damage. 

Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) quot- 
ed residents as saying the explosion 
happened at 10.30pm. 

"The blast was so big that every- 
one thought it had happened in 
their area,** AIP reported. 

"People ran from their houses, 
windows were broken and there 
was panic and confusion^' No one 
knows what caused the explo- 
sions,** the agency said. 

It said that people ran from their 
houses fearing they were under 
bombardment but the cause of the 
explosion or explosions was not 
immediately known. 

AIP said some residents believed 
it might be another US attack on 
suspected hideouts of Osama bin 
Laden, who is a "guest** of Taliban 
movemeW which controls most of 
Afghanistan, but there was no con- 
firmation of this. 

"Some people feared this might 
be another US cruise missile attack 
to get Osama but nobody knows, it 
is confusion,** AIP reported. 

The US launched cruise missile 
attacks against bin Laden on Aug 
20 last year in retaliation for the 
bombing of its Kenyan and Tanza- 
nian embassies which killed 200. 

He has been variously reported as 
living near Kandahar and the east- 
em town of Jalalabad and nearby 
mountains but his exact where- 
abouts are a mystery.— DP A/Reuters 
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KABUL, Aug 26: Ruling Taliban 
movement said on Thursday it was 
investigating the huge blast outside 
the residence of its supreme leader, 
Mulla Mohammad Omar, in 
Kandahar. 

A Taliban official said from 
Kandahar that authorities were 
looking into Tuesday^ night^^ 4^1o- 
sion that killed at least 10 people, 
including three of Omar*s security 
guards, and wounded more than 40. . 

"No suspect has been arrested. 
We are at the earliest stage and 
can't give you details of the investi- 
gation now. With God's grace, the 
culprits of the incident will be 
traced soon,** the official, 
Jahangirwal, told Reuters. 

High-intensity explosives packed 
in barrels in a truck caused the 
blast, the first in the Taliban's seat 
of power. 

The Taliban says Omar was not 
injured in the blast, which officials 
have blamed on the enemies of 
"Islam and the country". 

The Kandahar explosion 
occurred during a major Taliban 
offensive against Masood north of 

Mullah Omar 
suspects foreign 
hand in blast 



ISLAMABAD. Aug 28: TaUban 
supreme leader Mullah Mohammad 
Omar on Saturday said some "for- 
eign hand** was behind a truck 
bombing in his home base city of 
Kandahar but tlf at the lUnited 
States was "not involved.** 

"It was a political act involving 
some foreign hand,"^ the Taliban 
chief told the AIP. 

"The United Stktes was not 
involved, it had no hand in the 
explosion,'* Omar said, speaking to 
the Paklstan-based^ AIP from 
Kandahar, the Taliban's headquar- 
ters city where the massive explo- 
sion occurred on Tuesday close to 

his hom^. 

An investigation was underway, 
he said, vowing the culprits would 
be arrested. 

"Those responsible cannot 

escape." 

Taliban officials have said the 
' blast, which killed 10 people and 
caused widespread devastation, was 
aimed at killing Omar.— AFP 
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Kabul and efforts by Pakistan to 
get Masood to the negotiating 
table. 

Masood's supporters said the 
blast was a sign of local hatred of 
the Taliban. 

SECURITY NET: Tahban author- 
ities have cast a wide security net 
across southern Afghanistan after 
the attack. ' ^ 

Sienior Taliban spokesman Abdul 
Hai Mutmaen said the would-be 
ajssassins had directly targeted 
Omar. "It seems the plot had been 
worked on for years, or at least a 
year." 

"Investigations are under way, 
we are alert to our enemies," he 
added. 

Sources said exit routes out of 
Kandahar near Spin Boldak on the 
Pakistan border, to Herat in the 
west and Ghazni in the north were 
being tightly monitored as a man- 
hunt continues for the bombers. 

The Taliban says three people 
drove the truck to Kandahar and 
parked it along the Herat Highway, 
within a short distance of Omar's 

Taliban tighten 
security after 
Kandahar blast 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The Af- 
ghan ruling Taliban have strength- 
ened security in souths Afghanistan 
lafter a truck bomb blast killed 10 peo- 
ple and narirpwly missed their su- 
preme leader Mullah Mohammad 

iOinar.' ■^i-''-"" ^ 
i AUroadSvOutpf Kandahar, the Tal- 
iban's headquarters m southern Af- 
ghanistan, have i>ee0 uflider tight mont 
iitoring for bombjers, Afghan sources 
here said dn Thursday. 
The explosion took place late T\ics- 

day afi^r thtee people had parked the 
truck liar Omar's hoiise, Taliban se- 
cun^ &mds had told the people on 
the tmbk to remove it, but they said it 
had broken down and then left to 
! "look for help." ^ . ^ 

In the back oflKc truek were six 
barrels bf explosive^ which went 
off when the guards tried to re- 
move the truck. According to the 
sources, the explosive device was 
very simple, but the explosion was 
massive, leaving 10 people dead and 
dozens injured. : 

* Taliban authorities have blamed the 
blast on the **enemies of Islam" but 
have been careful not to single out 
jsuspects. 
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Omar says US 
noi 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - taUban su- 
preme leader Mulla Mohammad Omar 
Saturday said the United States is not 
behind the Kandahar blast. 

. In an interview with the VQA Push- 
to service Omar said foreign hand is 
involved in the Wednesday blast but the 
United States is not involved in the in- 
cident. V 

A truck loaded with ej^plosive mate- 
rials exploded near the residence of the 
•Miban supreme lead^' Mulla Omar in 
the southwestern ;A4^an City of Kan- 
dahar killing 10 and ifijuring 30 others. 
'7 -The tnick w^ parkodiust t|»rec houses 

I |iQ|le. Hw he 

Omiff said in>^stigat^ 
plosion are cont^nuing^Moweyeir, no 
person has so farbeen arrested. **Np one 
would be spared if found guilty in the 
blast," he said. \ , \ 

The Taliban supreme leader con- 
demned the inc«lent saying it was a big 
explbsiori, which had isdso caused loss- 
es to lives and properft^' ^ • 

Taliban officials are investigating 
ho<v the truck loaded with explosive 
mi^terials could have Teached near 
Omar*s residence^ a^d who ^as the 
: MytT. . . ; t " . ' „ , . 

Meanwhile) a USjState Department 
spokesman condemned 1the Kandahar ' 
blast as alleged act of terrorism and 
^expressed synapathy with the affected 
people, y 

**We condemn all acts of terrorism, 
especially the explosion in K^dahar," 
the spbkesnaan said, reports VQA. 
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War- 
factional 



KABUL (AFP) - War-weary resi- 
dents of Kabul, two-thirds of which is 
in ruins after y ears of factional battles, 
have greeted the latesi round of fight- 
ing with a mixture of gloom and dis- 
gust. 

*This is merciless. Only Afghans arc 
killed on both sides and Afghan prop- 
erty is being destroyed/ said taxi driver 
Abdul Rahim. 

* Somebody should stop this. We have 
plenty of widows, orphans and handi- 
capped people anyway.* 

Afghanistan has sufferedhuge losses 

in both human and material terms from 
the past 20 years of war, which began 
with the December 1979 Soviet inva- 
sion. 

The UN and foreign aid groups oper- 
ating here are also suffering as the 
outside world and donor nations grow 
increasingly tired of Afghanistan's in- 
ability to settle its conflicts. 

One pensioner said Kabul has thou- 
sands of widows and beggars and its 
infrastructure is in ruins while the rul- 
ing Taliban militia *is trying to push its 
juggernaut all over the country' . 

The purist Islamic militia, now in 
cpntrol of about 80 percent of the eoun- 
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try, launched an offensive last Wednes- 
day to crush opposition forces led by 
former defence minister Ahmad Shah 

Masood. t ^ 

•I have heard the stories of back and 
forth movements for so many y^ars. 
What we want is peace, not the fratri- 
cidal war,' said Mohammad Aziz; a 
retired civil servant. 

Afghan leaders, he said, had yet to 
realise the ftitility of war. » • ; 

*This is useless. Who now cares about 
those fighters who died in the p^vious 
hpstilities between the communists and 
tfie mujMideen and then betwc(Mt 

various factions?' he said. 
After a decade of bifttding muj ah|(4eeh 

guerrillas the Soviet Union pulled out 
of Afghanistan in February 1989.They 
left behind a Moscow-backed commu- 
nist regime which was toppled by the 
mujahideen three years later. ^ 



itssummeroffensiveagainstMasood's 

men.' • ■ ■ • . ■ 

*They are attacking each other like 
wolves, using all the strength they can 
muster,' said Mohammad Asghar as a 
TaUbanjetsdreech%ioverheadtbbomb 
the frontlines 25 Wlometer6 north of 

here. ■ V '1-f- -V: • 

Recent battles have been concen- 
trated in the Shamali plains. Rocket 
strikes and artilery barrages are clearly 
audible to the capital's residents: 

: The,)5^f eru|p^ 
Nationsspecialenvoyl^darBra^^ 
Med to persiide dieT'6^^ 
plans for its offensive and to continue 

peace talks. 

His visit followed a meeting in 
Tashkent of the Six-Plus-Two group, 
. The group comprises Afghanistan's 
neighbours - Iran,, Pakistan, China, 
Uzbekistan, ;43S^jil"8tan, and 



After seizing power, the mujihaffcen TurtanedstoflJ ito Umte^^S^J^ 
factions tum^; on' each others The and Russia., ^m^^M^l 
ethnic Pashtwn Taliban eipeyged,. agoto?y wM*BR?fsf 
froin the south and under a strictS,*;^ RMid^^^^^ 
interpretation oflslamicl^w vowed ? failed msstons ance lhec^aSS^ 
to end the 'evil and corrupt forces' of scoff atUN peacematang tSa^^^ M-, 
Ae tauiahideen • ' 'This is also a waste of ,tim? and' 

I^tWednesdaythemilitialatohehed ■ mdney/Wdformw 
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Kabul seeks UNHGR, Pakistan help to overcome problems 



Afghanistan may not 
sustain refugees burden 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Maulvi Abdul 
Raqeeb» Refugees Repatriation Minis- 
ter of the Islamic Enurates Afghanistan 
has said that their government wel- 
comes repatriation of the refugees but 
owing to financial crunch, the govern- 
ment may not sustain the burden of ref- 
ugees. 

*To ensure complete repatriation and 
rehabilitation of the refugees, the UN- 
HCR. Pakistan and other donors need 
to take active part in rebuilding and re- 
construction of Afghanistan," he re- 
marked while addressing a Press con- 
ference here at Afghan Consulate Gen- 
eral on Tuesday afternoon. 

The Afghan minister for refugees re- 
patriation, is currentiy leading an 8- 
member delegation to attend the tripar- 
tite conference on Afghan refugees re- 
patriation being held in Peshawar. 

Maulvi Abdul Raqeeb said tiiat dur- 
ing the two days tri-partite meeting, the 
participants representing UNHCR, Pa- 
kistan and Islamic Emirates Afghani- 
stan had held lengthy debates over ways 
and means regarding repatriation of ref- 
ugees to their motherland. 

He said although they held detailed 
talks over the issue, final ichedulfe for 
starting complete reipatriation of the 
Afghan refugees from Pakistan is still 
awaited. In Ms connection, he told the 



tripartite meeting to help the Afghan 
government in provision of economic, 
agriculture, employment, health, edu- 
cation, communication and otiier facil- 
ities; 

He was of the view that after getting 
facilities to refugees, die UNHCR, Pa- 
kistan and otiiers could get rid of the 
influx of Afghan refugees. 

In response to a question, Maulvi 
Abdul Raqeeb disagreed with the im^ 
pression that Taliban leaders are not sin- 
cere to their declared general anmesty. 
He said tiiat in the light of general am- 
nesty, die Afghans need to honour pol- 
icies of die Islamic government. 

However, he was reluctant to say that 
according to general amnesty all previ- 
ous misdeeds and wrong doings of the 
citizens had been forgiven. He alleged 
tiiat not only former communists but 
even majority of tiie Mujahideen were 
still resisting policies of the Islamic 
government. 

"We never send youngsters forcibly 
to the war fronts," was his reply when 
diverted his attention towards die recent 
reports pertaining to sending of young- 
sters forcibly to war fronts by Taliban. 
He added tiiat tiieir opponents, particuj 



th*s'wita»»flbnts.* 

An'^wering to a question, Maulvi 
Abdul Raqeeb confirmed that Afghan 



issue was yet to be resolved but he re- 
jected die allegations tiiat Taliban were 
reluctant to enter into dialogues for a 
negotiated solution to the conflict. He 
added that since dieir emeigence, Tali- 
ban had time and again participated in 
direct and indirect n^otiations. Ifeblamed 
the opposition for rejecting the UN, OIC 
said odier countries can for a cease-fire. 

Answering to yet another question, 
Maulvi Abdul Raqeeb confirmed tiiat 
diere exists ftom 50,000 to 60,000 Tad- 
jik refugees in Taliban controlled areas 
of Kabul and Jalalabad but he dispelled 
die impression that they had made hos- 
tages such people. He claimed that such 
families had Ix^n migrated to Taliban 
controlled areas. In response to a ques- 
tion, he said tiiat tiiere is no restriction 
against such people if they want to go 
back to tfieir houses. He added tiiat ac- 
cording to its own obligations, the Is- 
lamic Emirates is providing due facili- 
ties to these war-displaced refugees. 

Maulvi Abdul Raqeeb said tiiat next 
meeting on Afghan refugees repatria- 
tion will be held in Kabul. However, its 
date and time is yet to be announced. 

He, while answering to a question, 
also confirmed that Iranian authorities 
were forcibly ejectiiigfJdirAfghaotl'itf- ' 
\xim:'TiCM^ c6tldttetiby, !^ sidd miif' 
Vefugees retumiflff -lo^*iefat,'Flrfah ,^ 
Jauzjan and other provinces have con- 
firmed such reports. 
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From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - In connection with ^ 
repatriation of the Afghan refugees, 9th 
meeting of the Tripartite Repatriation : 
Commission was held in Peshawar with 
NWFP Chief Minister Sardar Mehtab 
Ahmad Khan in the chair, on Mon- 
day. 

The meeting besides others was at- 
tended by an 8-member delegation from 
Afghanistan headed by Refugees Min- 
ister Maulvi Abdul Raqeeb, Chief of the 
UNHCR mmon in Pakistan, Gulzar 
Khan Conppsioner Afghan Refugees, 
FederaljSeCretary for States and Fron- 
tier Regions ( SAFRAN) and others. 

The meeting which continued for sev- 
eral hours discussed in depth the out- 
come of the previous meeting as well 
as constraints being faced for the hon- 
ourable and safe return of Afghan refu- 
gees to their motherland. 

Almost all the participants were of the 
view that besides creating conducive 
atmosphere in Afghanistan, it is also 
must that economic activities are geared 
up. The UNHCR representatives 
briefed die meeting about die repatria- 
tion process of the refugees. The UN- 
HCR also informed ^bout its standard 
package being given to the returning 
refugees from both Iran and Pakistan. 

During proceedings of the meeting, 
the Afghan minister for refugees Maul- 
vi Abdul Raqeeb confessed that unless 
proper economic opportunities, it CQuld 



meeting reviews 



be impossible for the concerned quar- 
ters to get maximum repatpatipn pf the 
refugees. He added that interhational 
community needs to fulfill its respon- 1 
sibilities in this connection ,andi must 
extend financial support to the Islamic 
government. ' 

The NWFP Chief Minister, JSardar 
Mehtab Ahmad* Khan said ^hat launchf 
ing of large scale reconstruction is the . 
oidy solution to the repatiiatioh of the 
Afghan refugees. No doubt, he said,|he 
UNHCR and other donors had contrib- 
uted greatly towards the weal of the 
Afghan re&gees in the first phase of 
the Afghan issue yet, with the withdraw- 
al of the Russian f(m:es, the sudden 
stoppage of the assistance had not only 
tnhiaced miseries of the refugees but 
had also caused difficulties for Pakistan. 

Similarly, he said, die repatriation 
process is also not an easy task and de- 
manded whole-hearted and sincere, ef- 
forts besides die material sui^rt which 
is also a great challenge both for ^e 
UNHCR and for die Afghan govern- 
ment. Therefore, he said, the WtHCR 
must approach the donor agencies to 
seek generous assistance for the relia- 
bilitation of the refugees. I* 
« The Chief Minister further said, widi 
the passage of time, the situation in Pa^ 
kistan especially in diis part .of the coun- 
try is also becoming a matter of con-^ 
cem and it would also be equally im* 
poitant to facilitate the speedy return of 
refugees. For this purposes, Sardar 



Mehtab Ahmad Khih suggested for the 
creation of a periniinent forum. 

As far as our government is con- 
cerned, the Chief Minister said,** we are 
ready ^ extoid idl possible assistance 
in accordance with the proposals and 
plans of die UNHCR. 

The Refugees Minister of Islamic 
Emirate Afghanistan Maulvi Abdul 
Raqeeb in his nsmarks thanked the peo- 
ple and ^venunent of Pakistan as well 
as die donor agencies for their assist- 
ance and keen interest for looking after 
the repatriation of Afghan refugees. 
! Whde giving die policy statement of 
his government, the Afghan minister 
said,** we are not only making hectic 
efforts for the repatriation as well as 
rehabilitatibn of the refuge from Pa- 
kistan ami Iran but would also welcome 
the return of the Afgjhans living in any 
part of the worid. ^ - \ 

As far as, the peace and conducive 
atmosphere is concerned, it is very 
much there in almost 90 per cent area 
of Afghanistan but we concrete 
assistance' for generation of economic « 
activities in th^ country. 

While giving sectorial priorities in : 
this connection, he said, agriculture, 
development^ reconstruction and 
strengthening of health institutions 
and rehabilitation of infra-structur- 
al network particularly the commu- 
nication iystem together with pro- 
vision of education facilities is the 
demand of the hour. 



meet 



mii^sioh, Pakistan, Afghanistan jand^CRaqeeb^^ \ 
United Nations ffigh Coinmissiorilf^SiK)^ s 
Refugees (UNHCR). > ^ i p^ttot only nwki^ hectic ^fcrts for re- 1 

BiiU h^said^lot of ground wori^n^^d^T^'^'pad^ 
ed to be donehefbre talghg fihal ste^lyo^ 
for sending back Afghiaii Refug|ecs toPflRm^ 
Oieir modieriand. * of Afghf^ 

/**FirstofaUdieland-nMnesindiearea >^w ^ ^ .7' 

are t)ie main concern. Widioiit sweep- But, he said; as regards sectoral pri- 
;ing tiiese mines it Would be difficult to orities; agricultural development, re- 
!undertake iii^astructure>dev(elopment construction and strengthening of f 
in die area,** diedfficial said.,; v .healdi in^tution^ and rehabilitation of ^ 

He said, tealdi and c6inffl|n^^ »w \ 

fadiitiw art odi^ scctotiB wliictif hbuld ^ die qominippatiph secu^ togedier widi ; 
be developed before staifeng tfce pitWr^^^^^^ were i 

ess of rehabiUtation: ;^T^^ \ , ^ j 

enabling conditions toj«^^ 

An omciai or ^ranuswuucr lui /%iT The same views were expi«ssed })y^ ,m 
ghanRefugees tolddieagency onMon. die Afghan Mimste^ wliD:pa|tfdpated:> held m Sepfember as die Chjef Muu$-/ 
day diat it is die comirion cdncwn of ^ in die 9di meeting of die, Coipmission. ,ter NWFP has been takmg keen mterr ' 
all duce members of Tripwtite Com:. Afghan miniffter, Mau|5ti Abiu}^, estinrehabiUtationpro^^^ 



ISLAMABAD (APP) - To accelcr^ i 
ate its efforts for rehabilitation of ^f- " 
ghan Refugees ^he Tripartite Repa- 
triation Commission on Afghan Dis- 
placed Persons will meet in Kabul next ! 
month.^ f , V r 

The agenda of lOdi meeting is to ere- ; 
ate enabling conditions in the South 
East provinces of Afghanistan adjacent ^ 
to Pakistan so diat the refugees staying 
here could be sent back. « . - , 

The meeting will be attended by Chief 
Commissioner Afghan Refugees inPar. I 
kistan. Commissioner Afghan R^gees - 
Peshawar, representatives from Paki^ ; 
stan*s Foreign Office and SAFRON, , 
UNHCR members smdj Kabul*s repre- | 
sentatives. ; ' : 1 

An official of Commissioner for Afr 



Afghans protest in 
Tehran against 
TaUban 'repression' 

TEHRAN (AFP) - A veiled Afghan 
woman called here Friday for an end to 
the Taliban's 'medieval' repression in 
her homeland as several hundred Af- 
ghan refugees demonstrated outside 
UN offices against the militia's 
*crimes.* 

The woman, clad in a black chador, 
condemned *the Taliban's campaign 
of repression, especially against 
women, in Afghanistan.' 

*This medieval group has impris- 
oned an entire people, and no one can 
move.' she said, calling for UN inter- 
vention *to stop the massacres perpe- 
trated by the Taliban' in neighboring 
Afghanistan. 

About 300 Afghans, most of them 
refugees residing in Iran, participated 
in the rally organized by Afghans liv- 
ing here and Islamic groups. 

They called for the United Nations 
and the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference, currently chaired by 
Tehran, to intervene with Pakistan *to 
halt its military interference and role' 
on behalf of the Taliban. 

They chanted slogans against Taliban 
leader Mullah Omar and the United 
States and called for peace in Afghani- 
stan. 

Several demonstrators carried pic- 
tures of Afghan opposition commander 
Ahmed Shah Massoud, but organizers 
asked them to put the pictures aside. 

The Afghan opposition, supported 
by Iran, accuses die Taliban of massa- 
cring several hundred villagers during 
its offensive north of Kabul in late July. 

On August 5, the opposition com- 
mander took back pbsitions that the 
Taliban had seized. 

Iran does not recognize the Taliban 
government, which ousted President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani in 1996, and has 
vowed not to normalize relations with 
the Islamic militia until it arrests those 
responsible for the murder of nine Ira- 
nians in Afghanistan last year. 

TheTalibanhave never admittedkill- 
ing the eight Iranian diplomats and one 
journalist, who were slain when the 
militia captured the northern Afghan 
town of Mazar-i-Sharif . 
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UN refuses 
to help new 
Afghan 
refugees 

ISLAMABAD, Aug 20: United 
Nations relief agencies in 
Af ^anistan have flatly refused to 
extend any assistance to persons 
displaced by factional fighting in 
that country. 

This categorical statement was 
made by the UN Chief Coordinator 
for Afghanistan Mr Broneck 
Szynalski at a news conference at 
the UN Information Centre here on 
Friday. 

He said it is not the intention of i 
the UN to provide humanitarian 
assistance to them because it is a 
man-made emergency and must be 
resolved by those involved in it; . 

He said bulk of people seem to 
have moved to Kabul numbering 
between 30,000 to 40,000 along 
with their families. The UN has 
given the warring factions 20 days 
notice to settle down these people 
back in their homes, adding they 
have reports that some families 
have gone back. 

Without knowing the actual fig- 
ure of the persons in the Panjsher 
valley, he estimated that 60,000 to 
70,000 persons were there, but they 
would try to send missions or check 
from NGOs as to how they these 
people were being taken care of. 

He said there are another 10,000 
displaced persons from northern 
Afghanistan who have sought shel- 
ter in different parts of the country 
with some staying with their 
friends and relativ<&. ' 

The UNICEF representative 

Louis G. Arsenault was unable to 
give the exact number of children 
fighting in Afghanistan and only 
said that **children between the 
ages of 15 and 35 are involved in 
the fitting.** He could not make a 
distinction between children and 
young men. — ^PPI 
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AfghanDPs 
protest in 




TEHRAN. Aug 13: A veiled 
Afghan woman called here on 
Friday for an end to the Tcdiban's 
'^mediaeval" repressioik in her 
homeland 'as several hundred 
Afghan refugees demonstrated out- 
side UN offices a^dnst the militia's 
"crimes." 

The woman, clad in a black 
chador, condemned *'the Taliban's 
campaign of repression, especially 
against women, in Afghanistan." 

''This mediaeval group has 
imprisoned an endlre people, and no 
one can move," she said, calling for 
UN intervention "to stop the mas- 
sacres p«i)etrated by the Taliban" 
in neighbouring Afghanistan. 

About 300 Afghans, most of them 
refugees residing<in Iran, participat- 
ed in the rally organized by 
Afgh^yny ViviTig.h'&ter^AFP > ' 
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Mujaddedi leaves 
for Denmark for 
unspecified reason 
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PESHAWAR - Former Afghan Pres- 
ident and Chief of Afghan National Lib- 
eration Front (ANLF). Sibghatullah 
Mujaddedi, left Islamabad on Saturday 
for Denmark by flight No; PK739 at 1 1 : 
1 5 a.m for unspecifled reasons: 

His departure came at the helm of his 
renewed outburst against the increasing 
interference from neighboring countries 
t in the affairs of Afghanistan. ANLF 
i Director for Foreign Relation Hu- 
maypon Shinwari, however, said it is 
Majaddadi*^ routine visit to Denmark 
which )i#0|fid was scheduled almost 
1 two weej^ap. - 

Speciilaldns ' ai«, howeveri that the 
f former Afghan President was forced to 
leave Pakistan in the wake of his letter 
to Prime Minister |^awaz Sharif where- 
^ in the earlier showed his concern over 
the reported presence of Pakistan Army 
in Afghanistan. Thi? move put Pakistan 
in embarrassing situation on interna- 
tional level. ' 

i On Thursday, Foreign Minister Sar- 
' taj Aziz, had a ha{f-an-our talks with 
the Afghan leader on telephone at his 
Peshawar residencew' Sartaj Aziz had 
flatly demedthe'prcsence of Pak Army 
' in Afghanistan in his interview to BBC. 
The same ilight he proceeded to Islam- 
abad: And the very next day high level 
Pakistan offlcials met him at his Islam- 
abad residence. 

1 "It was just a routine meeting.'^ Hu- 

' mayoon Shinwari said and quashed the 
speculations that Pakistan has exerted 
pressure on Sibghatullah Mujaddedi to 
leave ib soil. ** We have, always con- 
sidered Pakistarj our second country. 
And the telephone call of Mr.sartaj Aziz 
and subsequent mcfeting with Pakistani 

' officios were Just rputihe events", he 
argued.>^,;; - ''."^c'ff ;^ 

^ He, hbwevcfr, did not- the 
purpose of Mujiiddedi's visit to Den- 
mark. He often goes to benmark for 
his medical check-up", the ANLF Di- 
rector mentioned. 
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Pak army, Osama 
militants accused of 
supporting Taliban 



From Our Correspondent ^ 

PESHAWAR - Ittehad Islami of Prof. 
Abdul Rab Rasool Sayaf is the second 
Jehad group which accused Pakistan's 
armed forces and militant supporters of 
Arab national Osama bin Laden of sup- 
porting Taliban in the current fighting 
in nor3i of Kabul. 

Earlier, Afghan National Liberation 
Front (ANLF) Chief and former Afghan 
Pr9sident Prof. Sibghatullah Mujadde- 
di was the first one who made such al- 
legations against Pakistan through a let- 
ter addressed to Prime Minister Mo- 
hammad Nawaz Sharif. 

Engineer Toryalay, an activist of It- 
tehad Islami (Sayaf) who introduced 
himself as a spokesman of the North- 
ern Alliance at Peshawar, through a 
Press statement, alleged that the Tali- 
ban with the help of militarymen of 
Pakistan and supporters of Osama bin 
Laden captured Bagram, Nijrab, Tagab, 
Charikar and other areas. He also al- 
leged that Pakistan's aircrafts have also 
contributed in the current fighting. He 
added that after six days fighting on 
the. orders of Ahmad Shah Masud, the 
Northern Alliance troops vacated Ka- 



pisa and Parwan provinces. 

He further said that identity of all 
these foreigners supporting Taliban in 
their fighting have been confirmed. 
Elaborating his point of view, Engineer 
Toryalay said that some of them are vic- 
tims in the fighting while a large 
number have been arrested. He said that 
121 out of these Pakistani armymen 
were sent from Cherat and 11 of them 
have been killed in the fighting. They 
included Zafmd Haq, SanauUaii from 
Swat, Akbar from Multan, Ali Haidar 
from Swat, Kefayat from Lakki Mar- 
wat, Salim from Kohat, IzazuUah Now- 
shehra, Alam Shah frt>m Multan and Zia 
from Batagram. 

As there is no further fighting but the 
Northern Alliance has been occupying 
the Salang Tunnel. He added that Tali- 
ban have made several attacks against 
Salang tunnel but it were repulsed. 
He, however, confessed fall of Sher 
Khan Bandar to Taliban in Kanduz 
province along with the Imam Sa- 
hib district. He apprehended that 
Taliban are likely to initiate further at- 
tacks against Salang Tunnel and the 
fighting in north of Kabul could be fur- 
ther prolonged. 
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Security Council 
Condemns 




UNITED NATIONS, Aug 5: The 
UN Security Council on Thursday 
condemned the Taliban militia's 
latest offensive in Afghanistan 
against the last bastion of opposi* 
tion in the north of the country. 

"Members of the Council con- 
demn the Taliban for the launching 
of the large-scale military offensive 
in the recent days," said a state- 
ment read by Council president 
Martin Andjaba of Namibia. 

In their closed-door meeting 
here, Council members "demanded 
that the Taliban stop the offensive 
immediately and resume political 



negotiations under the auspices of 
the United Nations,** Mr Andjaba 
said. 

<*Member8 of the Council expres- 
sed their concern at reports of mas- 
sive military assistance in support 
of above-mentioned offensive,** 
Andjaba said. **They call for the 
unmediate end of all external inter- 
ference.** ^ , 

"To our dismay, the international, 
community, throuj^out this period, 
with regards to the cessation of for- 
eign aggression in Afghanistan, did 
not resort to any beneficial or con- 
structive measures."— AFP 



UN not to recognize 
Taliban: Brahimi 



TEHRAN, July 31: UN special 
envoy for Afghanistan, Lakhdar 
Brahimi has said that Taliban 
would continue to face the problem 
of non-recognition by the interna- 
tional community even if they cap- 
ture the entire Afghan territory 
through military means, Radio 
Tehran reported on Saturday. 

In an interview with IRNA, the 
UN envoy expressed deep concern 
over the heavy offensive by the 



Taliban against the United Front. 
He said TaUban have provoked the 
anger of the global and regional 
countries by not abiding to the 
peace accords particularly the lat- 
est agreement in the meeting of six 
plus two group in Tashkent. 

The United Nations, he said, has 
suspended its aid supply pro- 
grammes to different parts of 
Afghanistan due to escalation m 
war.— NNI 




may 



UNTIED NATIONS, Aug 7: UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
appealed on Friday to the sbc coun- 
tries bordering Afghanistan to hon- 
our a pledge to keep out of the civil 
war, lest it become a "trans-nation- 
al conflict", 

"Even as a purely internal con- 
flict, the Afghan crisis is a clear 
menace to regional peace and sta- 
bility," Annan said in a statement 
through his spokesman. 

He said he was disturbed by 
reports "that there are now thou- 
sands of non-Afghan nationals tak- 
ing part in the fighting" between 
die Taliban and its opponents, 
j Annan also criticized the bel- 
I ligerents for "cynically" trying to 



exploit tiie UN by forcing dviHans 
to flee their homes, then asking for 
humanitarian aid. . 

"The parties responsible for such 
disasters cannot, cynically, commit , 
such criminal acts, then turn to th^ ? 
UN and the international communi- J 
ty as a whole to help save their own- 
people from disasters provoked by 
those who daun to be the country's 
leaders," he said. 

Annan recalled that 
Afghanistan's neighbours had 
signed a joint declaration last 
month in which they "agreed not to 
provide military support to any 
Afghan party and to prevent the 
use of our territories for such pur- 
poses."— AFP • . - f 



Annan calls for 
end to fighti^ in 
anistan 




UNITED NATIONS (NNI) - As tens 
of thousands of people fled the latest 
bout of, fighting in Afghanistan, UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan has 
called upon 

the warring factions to stop their 
"senseless self-destruction" and resume 
serious hegotiati(!ms^ under the auspices 
of the woridbody: / \ 

In a statement issued by ms spokes- 
man here^Annan said the changing for- 
tunes of the parties on the battlefield 
"vividly illustrate that die Afghan con- 
flict can never be resolved through force 
and the gain or loss of territory will not 
bring peace.*' 

"It demonstrates ane)v that the con- 
flict will end only through a peaceful 
dialogue which would lead to national 
leconciliktion arid the formation of a 
genuinely representative government 
acceptable to all Afghans," he said. 

*This fundamental truth has been re- 
affirmed one more time at the recent 
iSg^ftl of the "Si*-'pitS-;TWtr' gwup 
inTasWcent. ; 

Annan deiscribeii as "alarming" re- 
ports of massive forced displacement of 
civilians and said UN personnel and 
others were trying to ascertain those 
responsible^ for the human rights viola- 
tions! The U.N. staff was also assess- 
ing die needs of peiople affected by the 
fighting and was prepared to provide 
whatever help was available, he said. 
"But the parties responsible for such 
disasters cannot, cynically commit 
such criminal acts and then turn to 
the PN arid: die interriational com- 
munity as a whole to help save their 
own'people from disasters provoked by 
those who claim to be their country's 
leaders/' he said. * 
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worries UN 2 1 Aus m 



DAWN 



ISLAMABAD, Aug 20: The 
United Nations on Friday voiced 
concern over the growing recruit- 
ment of students from seminaries 
in its war against the country's 
beleaguered opposition alliance. 

*'The process has been going on 
for some time and we are worried it 
is increasing," said Louis-Georges 
Arsenault, UNICEF representative 
for Afghanistan in Islamabad. 

He could not give an exact figure 
on how many students had joined 
the Afghan dvil war on the side of 
the pro-Pakistan Taliban. 

**The number is in thousands, 
and a big number among the fresh 
draftees is under the age of 18,** 
Arsenault told German Press 
Agency dpa in an interview. 

He said the trend was of great 
concern and that was why the 
world body was appealing to all the 
Afghan factions to refrain from 
recruiting young fighters for any of 
the fronts. - 

Early last week, soi^e 2,000 
Afghan yoimgsters, currently learn- 
ing at one of pro-Taliban schools in 
Akora Khattak, some 120 kilome- 
tres northwest of Islamabad, were 
dispatched to Afghanistan to join 
the Taliban forces north of capital 
Kabul 

However, Pakistani press reports 
suggested diat the majority of sem- 
inaries in the northwestern frontier 
area had been closed to allow the 
**young Taliban", mostly Afghans, 
to join the fighting in the war-rav- 
aged countiy. ' 

Pakistani border authorities last 
week detained some 20 **Pakistani 
Taliban" ti keep them from cross- 
ing into Afghanistan. 

A Taliban delegation recently 
visited northwestern Pakistan to 
persuade the students to take part 
in the jihad in Afghanistan. 

FIGHTING: Fierce fighting 
raged on Friday betweenTaliban 
militia and forces loyal toAhmed 
Shah Masood in the country's east. 

Troops were fighting in Laghman 
province for the control of the 
strategic Daulat Shah district, the 
Afghan Islamic Pressreported. 

The Pakistan-based private news 
service said Taliban forces have 
launched a large-scale offensive to 
capture the district, still in the 
hands of Masood's troops. 

The report said ten soldiers were 
killed there and more than a dozen 
injured in the past two days. 



The Taliban's information minis- 
ter. Amir Khan Mutaqqai, mean- 
wh'ile claimed that the militia • 
wliich rules more than two-thirds of 
the country - had repulsed attacks 
in the eastern Nangarhar and 
Kunar provinces. . 

"The entire provinces of Kunar 
and Nangarhar are now controlled 
by Taliban and we are facing no 
problems in these areas," he told 
AIP.— dpa 



UN condemns Taliban 
for HR violations 



By Our Correspondent 



UNITED NATIONS, Aug 18: The 
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan 
on Tuesday strongly condemned 
the Taliban for its "forced displace- 
ment of civilians in Afghanistan as 
a result of a recent offensive 
against the opposition northern 
alliance". • ^ ^ 

Annan also expressed deep con-\ 
cern over reports that students 
some as young as 14 years were 
involved in th^' fighting calling 
upon the warring parties in the con- 
flict to respect Convention on the 
Rights of the Child. • 

In a statement issued here by his 
spokesman Mr Annan said he was 
alarmed and deeply distressed by 
reports of widespread violations of 
human rights and international 
humanitarian law against inhabi- 
tants of the Shomali Plain and dis- 
placed people in the capital, Kabul. 



According to the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHQR) around 10,000 people 
arrived in Kabul on foot over the 
weekehd, after trekking by foot 
from the Shomali plain and 
Panjsher valley north of the city. 
Another 9,000 reportedly arrived in 
the dty on Monday. 

He urged the parties to immedi- 
ately end the conflict and ensure 
the protection of civilians. 

The Secretary-General also 
called on the warring parties to 
ensure the safe and free movement 
of relief workers who, he said, 
remain committed to providing 
humanitarian assistance to the vic- 
tims of the conflict. However, he 
noted, the primary responsibility 
for the welfare of the Af^an dvil- 
ians rested with those who have 
displaced them from their homes. 
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UN doubts rd^yance of 
Afghan mediation group 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - UN of- iicibus iid fiaBcless/ Bit Afghanistan's 

ficials cast doubt Rid^y'on peac^ ef- opppsition Jias denounced Islamabad 

fwts involving Afghanistan's six iteigh- ' for iik 'fla^tot invfalvcinchf 
bour countries and urged the interna- *^c.be^Jfaatthe »hoit-<^^ 



VIS- 

an 



Kieran Prendcrgast,>ndcr secretary :^ fo cw'countty/ AbduUah t9ld AFP on 

generalforpoUiicalaffaiw.>ld|^ . T „ 

curityCounciiJ^^^^- : ^^/^ ^ //-Thesa-plus-twowenjon^ 

It was'headded/'cxti^niely perplex- j scmWed^ah^ost tWo years ago iwth a 
ing that butside suppdit for the warang ^/^vicwftQ ad^^ as jomfstrategy. vi" 
parties has not diminishedrsihce the V V^^^a^^ a peaceful solution to the Afghs 
called six-pliis-two groups met on July I i conflict,' |»iendergast said. ^ 
20 and irfedged to ktep out of tiie Af- *This fias; not hat)pened. A new fw- 
ghan wfiff. mula of mcihber states* support for the 

*The apparent trend of grovwng disu- ' ' peace-making efforts of the Secretly 
nityam<mg die members of the siX'flus-rC^ special envoy;maybe 

two can be expected tP further call into/ ;,n6quired. V/j ^ , 

question the relevance of that group as ^ . On Augu^ 6, UN Secretary Ge^ral 
presently constituted,* Prendeigast told Kofi Anniwi i?^aled to the^six. to hon- 
the Council during aii open debate. our their pledge *not to provide nmu- 

The six-plus-two included Pakistan; ; ,tary sijpwit to any Afghan par^ and to 
which recogiise^ the TaHban move-£i 

ment and Irari, which is h^ tp the ^^purpo^es.^ »fcsaldhe wasdistt^ 
Taliban. Other mem^)C^ are Tajildsta^^ 
Turkmenistaia <md Uzbekistan - . tpf non|M|^nationak^^ 
formof Soviet^tral Aaanrepul^ to..;:^^^ the Islfiiniclali- 

the noife of Af ghanistan — and r 
Vhich has a smatt bolder with it in the \^ VPipndcr^^d JW>»tiniat^ 
Himalayas. Riisaaandtl^UnitedStatesVj^ and;600 
are the other two members of the giovp. ^ mcniheWof^ Pmu^^ 

Pakistan has diwnissed allegations of ^vcommaiid qf Ahmad Shah Masood had 
military support to die Taliban as 'ma- been killed in the past month. 



UN chides Taliban: recruitment 



ISLAMABAD: The United 
Nations appealed on Friday to the 
Taliban militia and opposition 
forces in Afghanistan to stop 
recruiting child soldiers to fight in 
the long^running dvil war. 

The UN children's fund, Unicef , 
be(i^vei $hai;thousands of children 
as yoi^ as 14 — are fight- 
ingiqoi'the opposing sides. 

Although unable to supply specif- 
ic figures, the UN is in no doubt 
that the problem is now much 
worse than in the past 



By Richard Galpin 

**It's on the increase and that's 
why we are worried," said Louis- 
Georges Arsenault, the Unicef rep- 
resentative for Afghanistan. ^The 
fij^ting is intensi^ing, and diere^ 
fore there are mQre fighters 'T>eing 
recruited and there are more»undar 
the age of IB." : 

The United Nations fears have 
been heightened by a huge recruit- 
ment drive by the Taliban in the 
madrassahs of a neighbouring coun- 
try. 

This month a Taliban delegation 



visited all the main madrassahs of 
that particular country and read 
out a message from the militia's 
supreme leader. Mullah 
li^ohammed Omar, appealing to the 
^dents to Join ^e Taliban's holy 
war. 

} It is estimated^that up to 5,000 
students left their schools, where 
many of them receive military 
training, and crossed the border. 
Some sdiools dosed down to enable 
their students to sign up.— 
Dawn/Gmrdian News Sennce 
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Afghanistan 



UN unhappy 
over foreign 
meddling 



UNITED NATIONS, Aug 28: A ed to impose, sanctions on the 

senior UN official told the Security Taliban and ignored crimes of the 

Council on Friday that foreign med- opposition, 

dling was keeping Afghanistan's Pakistan said young fighters 

brutal dvil war going and accused crossing the border were Afghans 

the ruling Taliban of forcing 70,000 and not Pakistanis. Ambassador 

people from th^ homes. InamulHaque said it was foolish for 

Foreign countries were delivering the United Nations to continue 

war materials to all sides and send- recognising the ousted Afghan 

ing combatants, including young government while the Taliban 

boys, to participate in the fighting, controlled 90 per cent of the coun- 

Kieran Prendergast, die UN under- try. 

secretary-general for political Haque said moves toward sanc- 

affairs, said. tions were wrong but voiced sup- 

''If this is not reversed by the port f or Qiinese suggestions for an 

warring Afghan parties and their arms embargo on all parties. **It is 

outside supporters, the nature of through engagement and not isola- 

the senseless war in Afghanistan tion that the international commu- 

wiU increasingly evolve towards an nity can hope to bring peace,** he 

even idore widespread and destruc- said. 

dve regional conflict," he said. Prendergast, who said flghting in 

Prendergast's remarks opened a the Bangi district was still continu- 

day-long council debate and review ing, said Masood had indicated will- 

of Afghanistan. The country's ingness to negotiate, including talks 

Taliban rulers in late July began a furthered by Pakistan. But the 

major offensive to crush the forces,, Taliban had not consented yet, he 

of Ahmad Shah Masood, their last said.^. *"' 

obstacle to control of the entire y Prendergast, however, stressed 

country. ' that the 'Hmabated involvement** of 

Abdullah Abdullah, vice minister foreign countries made a mockery 

for foreign aftairs Iq the UN-recog- of peace declarations by those same 

nised government the Taliban over- countries.' 

threw, accused Pakistan of ''stated He was referring to negotiations 

sponsored terrorism.** in the "six plus two** group com- 

.And in a separate news confer- prised of Afghanistan's six neigh- 

ence a Taliban official, Abdul hours •— China, Iran, Pakistan, 

Hakim Mujahid, said the 15-mem- Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 

ber Security Coimdl ''prompted by Uzbekistan — as well as the United 

the evil intentions" of Russia want- States and Russia.-~Reuters 





Pakistan team to 2 ^ AUG 1999 
hold tidks with 
Taliban today 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Pakistani ne- 1 
gotiating team, shuttling between the 
ruling Taliban and the opposition alli- 
ance for peaceful settlement of Afghan 
crisis, wiU visit Kndahar today (Satur- 
day) for talks with IMiban leadere, Af- 
ghan and official sources said Friday. 

The Pakistani delegation, led by Sec- 
retary Interior Rustam Shah Mohmand, 
will hold talks with Taliban supreme 
leader MuUa Mohanmiad Omar, the 
sources said. , ^ 

The delegation will include Pakistan s 
Ambassador in Kabul Aziz Ahmed 
Khan, Acting Director General, Af- 
ghanistan, Ayaz Wazir, and s<Mne other 

senior officials. 

Hie same Pakistani team met with a 
four-member Afghan opposition dele- 
gaUon in Dushanbe, the capital of 
T^ikistatt. Y^Wdis Qanooni, close ai^ 
to Commander Ahmed Shah Masood, 
led the opposition's delegation. Other 
members of the delegation included 
General Hussain Anwari, General Ab- 
dullah Wardak and Abbas Karimi. i 

"The Prfdstani delegation will i^K^i** 
the Taliban leader of its talks with the 
opposition alliance in Dushanbe and 
will also discuss^thtea ^^ys WfiiK^ 
out a negotiated settlement <rf i»e oi- 
sis," the sources said. 

They said members of the Pakistan 
delegation are likely to proceed again 
to Tajikistan for second round of talks 
with the op|K)sidon alliance. 

The sources dismissed as baseless 
reports that the Afghan opposition de- 
clined iwsc^ng with Pakistani delega- 
tion. "The Pakistani team held wide- 
ranging talks with a high-level opposi- 
tion team ^dxiscussed a couple of pro- 
posals for the peaceful settlement of the 
Afghan turmoil," the sources said. They 
described the talks between Pakistani 
officials and Afghan oppositioto as pos* 

itive. • ■ ' " 

TTms was the first face-to-face contact 
between Pakistan and the opposition 
alliance in almost three years. The Af- 
ghan opposition accuses Pakistan of 
backing Taliban, the charges always de- 
nied by Islamabad. 

The Afghan opposition alliance 
Thursday described Pakistan's latest 
peace efforts as "insincere given Its 
overt support of tlie Taliban and its in- 
terference in Afghanistan". 

"The United Front questions Paki- 
stan's impartiality given its deceitful 
and recalcitrant role to date in ending 
the Afghan im'broglio," General Sayed 
Husain Anwari, Chief Military Com- 
mander of 6pposition Harrakat-e-Isla- 
mi, said. 



In a statement Anwari said the Unit- 
ed Front will not accept its role as an 
hoffestlfeker as long as its government 
continues supporting the Taliban regime 
in Afghanistan. He said the Afghan op- 
poitiOTi is determined to sue for peace 
and to reconcile its differences with dif 
Taliban under the auspices of the "six* 
plus two" ^oup of nations. 



Sami lashes o]ii]t#t 
Northern AlUance 



By Sadaqat Jan 



ISLAMABAD - Chief of his own 
faction of Janaiat U!m[a-*%lam (SyiM 
Haq Group) Maulana Samiul Haq Fri- 
day lashed out at Afghanistan's oppo- 
sition Norflierii Alliance for rejcctiag 
Pakistan's fresh bids to mediate peace 
for its war-tom western neighour. 

Samiul Haq saitf, ^fliey (the Nortii- 
em Alliance) are neither interested in 
talks nor in peace for Afghanistan." . 

"A dialogue with them is not a solu- 
tion of the Afghan problem," he said 
talking to a group of Islamabad-based 
journalists at Wr Ak«ra?1S«ti^ te^- 
dence. 

A two-member Pakistani delegation 
' held talks in the Tajik capital of Dush- 
anbe, with Younas Qanooni, a close aide 
of Afghan opposition commander 
Ahmed Shah Masood, on Thursday, as 
part of Pakistan's "renewed" efforts for 
.peace in Afghanistan. ^' %' 
rtBut, according to reports, Qanooni 
spumed Pakistan's initiative saying 
"rhediator is a neutral and impartial per- 
son and they (Pakistan) are at war 
against us." , . " - 

The Afghan opposition accuses Pa- 



kistan, which recongises Taliban as 
Afghanistan's rulers^ of medibg In the 
internal affairs of Afghanistan, a charge 
Islamabad denies. 

MaulaaMii Swiriul Haq, patron-in chief 
of Darululum Haqqania which has 
thrown up almost all of top Taliban lead- 
i»sMp, sfflid Yoim^ Qanooni was a mere ; 
'♦fugitive" and has no statys for negpti- \ 
a'^ions to be held with him. | 

He said even if Taliban withdrew i 
from' Afghanistan there would be no j 
peaCe in that country. The seven or eight *| 
opposition groups will then tear away 
any hopes pf peace in Afghanistan, Haq 
said. He advised Pakistan to fully back 
Taliban as they were the only people 
who could protect its interests. 

"Witii the grace of Allah" the spirit 
of Jehad (holy Muslim war) has been 
revived in Dagestan, Samiul H^ s?dd, 
commenting on the uprising in Caucas- 
es republic. . 

"The wave of Jehad has reached there 
and nobody is going to stop it," he said. 

"Dagestan was a centre of Islam and 
Imam Shamil had waged Jehad ther^ 
centuries before." ; ' r—'s ^ r ; . 

He expressed satisfaction that "with 
tiie grace of God Shariat (Islamic laws) 
has been imposed in Chechnia." 
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US contacts Taliban 

on Osama extradition 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - The United 
States is negotiating with Taliban on 
sending Osama bin Laden to stand trial 
in a third country, NBC News reported 
on its website Saturday. 

Quoting a senior US official, NBC 
said Washington hoped to convince the 
Talibai||t9 Osama to either Egypt 
or ^m^ Aidbm to answer charges that 
he ilq&terminded the bombings of two 
US embassies in Africa a year ago. 

Abdul Hakeem Mujahid, the Tali- 
ban's UN represcntarive, told NBC 
News the United States had asked that 
Osama be deported. 



More Afghan women 
to be allowed in US 



By Our Staff Comespondeiit 



WASHINGTON, Aug 12; The US 
has doubled die year-2000 quota for 
refugees from South Asia^ froni 
4,000 to 8,000, specially for women 
from Afghanistan, a senior State 
Department official has announced. 

Julia Taft, assistant secretary of 
state for population, refugees, and 
migration, made the announcement 
before the Sub-committee on 
Immigration of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. 

*'We expect our earmarked assis- 
tance for Afghans to reach nearly 
$10 million this year, while general 
regional contributions to the 
UNHCR and ICRC also benefit 
Afghans significandy,** she said. 

"We have seen a sizable incre^ 
in the numbers of Afghan women at 
risk. As President Clinton has made 
dear, we are deeply opposed to the 
Taliban regime's repressive policies 
toward women and we are commit- 
ted to ensuring that Afghan women 
in vulnerable circumstances obtain 
the protection they deserve," Taft 
said making a liberal admissions 
policy for the Afghan women. 

"In order to accommodate th^ 
anticipated surge in referrals, we 
are proposing to double this region^ 
al ceiling in 2000 to 8,000»** she said. 

"We are al^o pursuing the **up to 
standard" initiative with Afghan 
refugees, with a special focus on 
educational opportunities for 
refugee women and girls in 
Pakistan. 

Taft said US has now doubled the 



assistance for Afghan refugees. 
"When it looked a few years ago as 
if peace might come to Afghanistan, 
repatriation was robust and interna- 
tional aid to refugees began to be 
downsized. Now, with genuinie peace 
still elusive in Afghanistan and the 
patience of the refugee-hosting 
nations wearing thin as the decade 
closes, we have redoubled rather 
than phased out our assistance." 

"Additionally, the administration 
is recommending an admissions' 
ceiling of 80,000 refugees for FY 
2000, she said, but added that if 
Congress approves less than $660 
million for this programme — -- 
Migration and Refugee Assistance 
(MRA) ' — "we will be forced to cut 
the number of admissions." 
- Out of the 80,000 admissions, 
about 17,000 slots would be 
reserved for non-Kosbvo crisis 
refugees from the former 
Yugoslavia, which "wotild address 
the <nigoing need for Bosnian reset- 
tlement," ^ said. 

Taft also outlined refugee admis- 
sions proposed for Africa and the 
Near East/South Asia, as well as 
^ special programmes for refjugees 
from Cuba, Vietnam and the l^rmer 
Soviet Union, all of which show 
declining admissions. 

She said US support of UNHCR 
in the Near East/South Asia region 
had greatiy expanded their work in 
individual status determinations 
and, as a result, referrals for reset- 
tiement. 



*If Osama bin Laden himself wants 
, to go to any other country, we will sup- 
port the idea and even facilitate his de- 
parture to any other country,* Mujahid 
said. y- 

But if Osama Were to leave the shel- 
ter of the TMiba^ which controls 80 per 
cent of Afghanistan, it is unlikely he 
would go to Egypt — where he has been 
linked to a plot to kill President Hosni 
Mubarak — or Saudi Arabia — wher« 
he is suspected of involvement in a 
bomb attack that killed five US serv- 
icemen, reported NBC. 

The United States has posted a five- 
million-dollar reward for information 
leading to the arrest of Osama, accus- 
ing him of being behind die twin bomb- 
. gfjpS jcmba^^ 
iSt 1^98. 

More than 250 people died in those 
attacks. 

In July, Washington, which does not 
officially recognise the Taliban, im- 
posed economic sanctions against Af- 
ghanistan f(H- harbourmg Osama. 

By July 30. the Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) repented that Osama had agr^ 
to leave the country. 

The Saudi Arabian millionaire was 
looking for asylum in another country, 
said the agency, which operates from 
Peshawar in Pakistan. It did not name 
which countries he had ^{noached. 

Although Osama*s stay in Afghani- 
stan had become increasingly difficult 
because of the dffi^ of a US lOtack aid 
the milkia's curtailment ctf his activities, the 
'Mban *will never oust him forcibly,' 
AIP quoted one source as saying. 
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us officials in 
regular contact 
with Taliban 

ByUmerFarooq 

— _ cuss three issues including psama bin 

ISLAMABAD - United States offi- Laden, countering internati9nal.tenx)r- 
cials have been in regular contact with .^^^ finding ^solutions to the present 
the Taliban representatives on the^issues conflict in Afghanistan" said the US 
of Osama bin Laden and countering in- J . ^ 
temaMonal terrorism, however, no for- official, however, ruled out the 
mal talks between the two have been possibility of US recognition of Tali- 
held, a US embassy official said on ^an Administration as a legitimate goy- 
Tuesday. / . ^ ' ernment of Afghanistan. **We can only 

••We have been m regular contact with ,^gnisc a brdad-based govtoment in 
the "Wiban representatives in Islama- y^giianistan formed in accordance with 

bad. New York and Washington, but I principles agreed in the ineeting^f 
am not aware of any formal talks with ^ns Two Group," said the US offi- 
the Taliban." said the official. The US 

Administration doesn' t recognise Tali- 
ban Administration. 

The official said that die US main- 
tained regular "informal contact" witii 

all die Afghan factions including TaU- 
ban to discuss die issues of Osama bin 
Laden, countering international terror- 
ism and finding solution to die conflict 
in Afghanistan. **There have been no 
formal talks between the US and Tali- 
ban, the contact is informal in nature in 
which diey express tiieir views and we 
express our's." said the official of die 

US Embassy. 

Recendy. die NBC television telecast 
a report quoting Taliban's representa- 
tive to UN Abdul Hakeem Mujahid diat 
US officials were trying to convince 
Taliban to deport Osama bin Laden. It 
was. perhaps, during, one of such in- 
formal contacts diat die US officials 
proposed die extradition of Osama to a 

diird country. 

The US embassy official told The 
Nation diat die Taliban and die US of- 
ficials meet widi no fixed agenda. 

••However, in our informal contacts 
widi die Taliban representatives we dis- 
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Iran wants UN 
intervention in 
Afghanistan 



TEHRAN, Aug 4: Iran called on 
Wednesday for UN intervention to 
stop the bloody civil war in 
Afghanistan and denounced for- 
eign interference in the region. 

In a phone conversation with UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan, 
Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazi 
underlined the need for a "political 
solution rather than military 
actions," the official IRNA news 
agency said. 

Kharazi called on Annan to **use 
his influence to put an end to the 
mass killings'* and criticized "inter- 
ference by foreign forces in 
Afghanistan,** IRNA said. 

TALIBAN FORCING EXODUS: 
Afghanistan's opposition alliance 
accused the Taliban movement on 
Wednesday of forcing a civilian 
exodus from the newly-captured 
Shomali plains north of Kabul 

"We have reports that the 
Taliban are forcing people out of 
Shomali,** opposition spokesman 
Dr Abdullah told reporters by tele- 
phone from London. "Those who 
stay are exposed to all types of 
atrocities like murder and impris- 
onment.** 

Abdullah spoke as the Taliban 
pushed further into the opposition 
territory and captured Gulbahar, 
the second most important opposi- 
tion stronghold after the Panjsher 
valley. 

The militia reached the Salang 
pass, which divides the north and 
south of Afghanistan. 

Residents of the strategic 
Shomali valley are mostly ethnic 



Tajik like Masood, while the 
Taliban draws its forces mainly 
from the majority Pashtim ethnic 
group. 

"This is mostly directed at Tajiks 
of the region,** Abdullah said of the 
alleged' Taliban eviction drive. 
"Some 300,000 people have left 
fearing Taliban's savagery.** 

On Tuesday, Abdullah said 
about 250,000 civilians of the area 
had sought refuge further north in 
the Panjsher valley. 

An estimated 10,000 women, 
children and elderly m^ from the , 
Shomali have converged on the 
Taliban-held Kabul for shelter. 

Most of the refugees arriving in 
Kabul were from Charikar town, 
which fell to the Taliban on 
Monday. Walking the 60-km^roiite 
to Kabul, they looked exhausted. 

Aid agencies were discussing 
with the Taliban arrangements to 

See also BiACk Page 



settle the refugees in Kabul, where 
400,000 people already live on 
international assistance, agency 
sources said. 

His statement followed a warn- 
ing by Amnesty International last 
week th^t thousands of civilians 
were at risk in the Taliban drive to 
crush Masood. "Taliban and anti- 
Taliban forces have committed 
gross human rights abuses against 
civilians in the past,** Amnesty 
said. "What guarantees are^here 
they will spare civilians this time?** 
— AFP/Reuters 
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Tehraii calls on UN to 
halt war in Afghanistan 



TEHRAN (AFP) - Iran called on 
Wednesday for UN intervention to stop 
the bloody civil war in Afghanistan 
wxS ttenoiinced foreign interference in 
the region. 

In a phone conversation with UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan, For- 
eign Minister Kamal Kharazi under- 
lined the need for a 'political solution 
ratiier than military actions,' die offi- 
cial IRNA news agency said. 

Kharazi called on Annan to 'use his 
influence toputaneiKltothemass killings' 
andcriticised 'intaferenceby faei^fotces 
in Af^iani^an,' IRNA said. 

Alipianii^Mi's Islamic Taliban mili- 
tia, which controls 80 percent of the 
country, has mounted a fresh offensive 
kk recent weeks to oust the remaiaing 
opposition troops in the north under 
the command of Ahmad Shah Masood. 

Iran has had strained relations with 
the Taliban since the murder of several 
Iranian diplomats and a journalist dur- 



ing the Taliban's capture of the northr.. 
em Afghan town of Mazar-i-Sharif last 
year. But a Taliban official said two 
weeks ago the militia were ready for 
fence-mending talks with Tehran* 
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Killing of diplomats 

Iran lodges complaiiut 
against Taliban 



By Our Correspondent 



UNITED NATIONS, Aug 11: Iran 
on Tuesday lodged a complaint 
against the Taliban government in 
Afghanistan for not investigating 
the killing of eight Iranian diplo- 
mats and journalist in the Jrsxdm 
consulate at Mazar-i-Sharif last 
year. 

On the first death anniversary of 
its diplomats Iran's Foreign 
Minister Kanud Kharazi asked the 
secretary general of the United 
Nations to look into the matter 
urgently. 

TbA spokesman for the Secretary^ 
General Fred Eckrad acknowl- 
edged that Mr Kofi Annan has been 
inf<»in^ by the foreign ndldstia' of 
Iran that the Taliban Movement in 
Afghanistan has not made substan- 
|n<6gress in its investigation into 
last year's murder of eight Iranian 
diplomats and a journalist in the 
Iranian Consulate General in 
Mazar-i-Sharif 

Spokesman Fred Eckhard told 
reporters at UN headquarters in 
New York that the secretary gener- 
al had received a letter from Dr 
Kamal Kharrazi on the occasion of 
the first anniversary of the inci« 
dent. 

Mr Eddiard said that the secre- 
tary general's special envoy and 
the United Nations Special Mission 
to yA.fghanistan (UNSMA) had 
repeatedly reminded the Taliban 

DAWN 



of the resolutions and declarations 
adopted by the General Assembly, 
the Security Council and the "six- 
plus-two" inf ohmd group caUing on 
the Taliban to carry out a serious 
and speedy investigation into that 
very grave incident. The issue was 
agmn raised by the special envoy 
when he visited Kabul last month. 

"It should be recalled that dur- 
ing the samie period thousands of 
Afghans, most of them civilians, 
were killed in Northern 
Afghanistan, including thousands 
1st Taliban fighters in Mazar-i- 
Sharif in May 1997," Mr Eckhard 
said. 

The office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights has commissioned an inde- 
pendent investigation of these 
mass killings of 1997 and 1998 and 
the report will be submitted to the 
High Commissioner in the near 
future, said the spokesman. 

Meanwhile, the UN refugee 
agency reported on Tuesday that 
civilians were still moving into 
Afghanistan's capital of Kabul 
after the latest round of fighting. 

The UNHCR said the people 
who were trucked to Kabul and 
Jalalabad last week by the Taliban 
are now nearly all in Kabul and 
most of them seem to have dis* 
persed to the northwestern part of 
thedty. , . 
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ICRC to assist displaced 
persons in 




; The ICRC, he said is observing the 
situation to know as to finally wjiiw^^do 
the people go, •*We also monitor tije sit- 
uation tp know as to what are the needs 
of these people", ht, said;HeiMklcd that 
the i^esent, it is very diffipt to^say^ 
to how many people have beeif dw- 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) r\The spokes- 
man of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross in Kabul. Christopher 
Lodhi has said that the Committee has 
resumed flights to Kabul and is now 
assisting the war wounded and refugees. 

In an interview with the VGA, Quis- 
to^T said he did not know the e: ^ 

fiffure of the wounded of die war t*j»^i^x*^»— » rs "iin^ . 

«ddhe amjust mv tbat few hundied.>?would try to extoulheto^ jsristonce 

S«ftte S is supporting hospitato f ke«angminindastohowi^^ 
Kabul. Shamali plSn and Panjsher ; . to reach the other an^i ftpm logisUc 

H^iaid during the war, they were >> He;saidthiitTUil^ 
monitoring the situation at hospitals and ?.help "^sStt^ » ti^ 
providing additional assistance to somei -^He sard that T^5;>»!njnf««55f ™^ " 
hospitob for the treatment of those.#ii meeting m Mmistiy of Planmng m 
W0& in war. He added «^t<*ef Kabul today Art a^^ 

: ♦ rkft^KUm nf shhrt- ™ ace amvmg m Kabul and tequesteo me 

|,ICRC to extend them help and assist- 
' ance if need be; Christcq>her said that 



ICRC is not facing the problem of short- 
age of medicines and at present, it does 
have adequate medicines to assist the 
hospitals. Talking about die refugees 
and displaced persons of Shamali, 
Christcfher said that enviously civil- 
iims have left Shamali due.to fighting 
and part of them have moved, to,,thc 
north, to the Panjsher and p&cre jire^ 
arriving in Kabul; 



they pledged with theim for the aid. He ;* 
added that they have an office in Pan- 
jsher as well as the ICRC officials iffe 
in touch with their officials to .discuss 
the issue of the refugees; He said the 
ICRC resumed its flints to Kabul after 
getting peace guarantee. ^ 
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OlCasks 
Afghan groups 
to cease fire 



RIYADH, Aug 8: The 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) called on the 
warring parties in Afghanistan on 
Sunday to itop fighting and return 
to the negotiating table under the 
auspices of die United Nations. 

The OIC is "following the current 
developments with great concern" 
and deplored the "heavy human 
and material losses suffered by the 
Afghan people," it said in a state- 
ment issued in the Red Sea dty of 
Jeddah, where it is based. 

"The Organisation of the Islamic 

Conference calls on various Afghan 
parties to listen to reason and 
return to the negotiating tables 
under the auspices of the United 
Nations, with the participation of 
all the parties concerned in the 
Afghan question," it said. 

"Bitter experience ... has dearly 
shown that the Afghan problem 
cannot be settled by arms," said 
the organisation, whose 55 member 
states make it the world's largest 
Muslim organisation. 

The hardline Taliban, which con- 
trol 80 per cent of Afghanistanj 
launched its sununer offensive at 
the end of July against the resis 
tance forces of General Ahmac/ 
Shah Masood, the last military 
leader to hold out against them. 

After a five-year civil war, the 
Taliban is attempting to capture 
the northeast provinces held by 

Masood. 

The UN Security Council on 
Thursday called on the Taliban to 
halt their offensive and return to 
talks.— AFP 
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Japan to assist 
Afghan NGOs 



Bureau Report 



ISLAMABAD, fug 18: The 
embassy of Japan announced here 
on Wednesday the decision to pro- 
vide financial support to 
Afghanistan through Grass Root 
Assistance scheme^ amounting to 
Pakistan rupees 5,673,210 eqqiva- 
lent to US $1,10,740. 

This is going to be the first ever 
assistance granted to any NGO 
involi^ in relief and humanitarian 
activities in Afghanistan through 
Grass Root Assistance scheme. 

Under these agreements, the gov- 
ernment of Japan will extend 
grants to two non governmental 
organizations (NGOs) in order to 
assist them in the implementation 
of their projects in the fields of 
land mine clearance and rehabilita- 
tion of land mine victims. 

According to a press release 
issued by embassy of Japan, a sign- 



ing ceremony will be held to this 
effect at the embassy premises at 
1100, hours on Thursday. The 
ambassador of Japan Mr Minoru 
Kubota will sign the agreements 
with the representatives of these 
NGOs. 

Government of Japan has made 
more than 400 million US dollars 
equivalent contribution (213^ d# 
lion ^Pakistan rupees) to 
Afghanistan through United 
Nations Organization and other 
international organizations since 
1979. 

In addition to this assistanite, the 
GRA scheme for Afghanistan has 
been launched this year to extend 
direct assistance to the people of 
Afghanistan through NGOs and 
local organizations to meet the vari- 
ous humanitarian needs in 
Afghanistan. 



India snaps last 
air links with 
Afghanistan 

NEW DELHI (AFP) - India has fro- 
zen commercial flights to Kabul, snap- 
ping ^ei main lifeline for thousands pi 
Afghaprlw who rejgularly uavel back 
home to lajnd to fto^ . 

Afgpn national earner Ariana Air- 
lines.said Friday i| ha4 be^n order^ last 
week to halt its tri-w^kly flight^ironi 
the nortliem Indian city of Amritsar to 
KabulV It^a attributed the susjpsnsioh 
to *operafional reaspiisVand threw but 
the airline's i^peal this .week to oper- 
ate three fUghts tdft^ of* 
cargo, mo^ly medicincis, held up in 
Amritsar, Ariaiia officials told AFP. * 

•We had appealed that as we are a 
commercial airliiie opwating in India 
since 195$- we should be allowed^^^^ 
operate three ad ^oc flights to cfear the 
•backlogbulnothinghMhaK)ene^ said 
Abdul Rahim, Ariana's chief repfcserit- 
ative m lndia.lndia halted daily Ariana 
flights from Newi Delhi to Kabul in 
October 1996 when the Taliban militia 
overthrew the government of President 
Burhunaddiri Rabbani in Kabul. 



Vajpayee criticizes Afghan 'massacre' 



J 



NEW DELHI, Aug 25: India's 
prime minister has condemned 
killings and torching of houses in 
an offensive by Afghanistan's 
Taliban movement and called on 
Pakistan to ceasing "interfering" in 
the conflict, a government state- 
ment claimed on Wednesday. 

In a letter to deposed Afghan 
president Burhanuddin Rabani, 



Atal Behari Vajpayee ^fcondenmed 
the brutal massacre of innocent 
people, torching of houses...perpe- 
trated by the Tsdiban forces backed 
by Pakistan on the people of 
Shomali plains in Afghanistan ear- 
lier tiiis month," the statement 
claimed. 

"It is our earnest desire that 
peace and stability be re-estab- 



lished in Afghanistan," Vajpayee 
said m his letter to Rabbani. 

"That will be possible only when 
Pakistan ceases its interference in 
Afghan affairs." 

Rabbani has accused Pakistan of 
meddling in Afghanistan's affairs 
by allowing Pakistani religious 
recruits to ^ht alongside the mili- 
tia.— Reuters 
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Taliban from Mardan 
leave for Afghanistan 

By Our Correspondent 

MARDAN, Aug 4: A number of Tafhimul Qujran, Tajweedul Quran, 

TaUban have left for Afghanistan Madressah Qadria, Madressah 

in the wake of fresh fighting Rahmania, Madressah Qiamia. 

between Taliban and the Northern Madressah Tahifzul Quran and 

Alliance, led by Ahmad Shah Madressah Taqweetul Eeman. 

Masood Meanwhile, a large number of 

A survey showed that more than Taliban and their supporters^have 

1 000 Afghani Taliban were study- . welcomed the interview of Jul 

ing in 11 madressahs here and chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman to 

those who have completed their BBC in which he had vowed to 

religious courses have left for retaliate in the same manner if US 

Afghanistan. launched any attack against Osama 

Hie madressahs operating in the bin Ladin in Afghanistan. ^ 

city are: Khairul Madaris, They said Osama was a peaceftil 

Madressah Faizul Islam, person who had not harmed 

Madressah Anwarul Uloom, any US interest anywhere ^n the 

Madressah Anwari Mohammadia, world. 



No interference in 
Afghanistan: Sartaj 



ISLAMABAD (Agencies)-Foreign 
Minister Sartaj Aziz Thursday denied 
that Pakistan soldiers were fighting in 
Afghanistan, terming all such reports 
false and misleading. 

"Not a single soldier of Pakistan is in 
Afghanistan nor do we have any other 
kind of interference there. They (Tali- 
ban) have lot of weapons and all such 
reports are false and wrong," the 
Foreign Minister told BBC in an 
interview. 

A number of counnies have expressed 
their concern over ongoing fighting in 
Afghanistan. Iranian Foreign Minister 
Kamal Kharzi has also expressed con- 
cern over the escalation of war and dis- 
placement of thousands of people in 
northern Afghanistan. He called for in- 
ternational effort for end to fighting in 
Afghanistan. Kharzi has met the UN 
Secretary General as well to discuss 
Afghan situation. 



*These are totally false reports and 
rumours." Sartaj said when he was 
asked about reports that the Taliban's 
recent gains were Pakistan-backed. 

Uzbekistan has also expressed con- 
cern and Russia has regretted mcre^ 
in foreign interference in Afghanistan. . 
Most of the Qountries point finger at 
Pakistan. 

"We have no link with Taliban. Peo- 
ple from our Madrassas used to go to 
Afghanistan during the Soviet invasion 
of Afghanistan. This practice has not 

come to an end." 
However, the Minister said the Pak- 

Afghan border was too long to man. "I 
cannot say that people from Pakistani 
organisations have not gone there be- 
cause how can we prevent them 
when we have such a long b^|der 
with Afghanistan. We have neithfer, 
supported tfiem nor we are making in- 
terference." 
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Pakistan not involved 
in Afghanistan: Zafar 



By Our Staff Reporter . 

ISLAMABAD - Minister for Reli- 
gious Affairs and Leader of the House 
in the Senate, Raja Mohammad Zafarul 
Haq ruled out on Friday Pakistan's in- 
volvement in the affairs of Afghanistan. 

"Pakistan wants to leave the issue of 
Afghanistan to the people of that coun- 
try " Raja Zafrul Haq S^d while re- 
sponding to points of order in the Up- 
per House raised by several oj^sition 

members. ' 

The Opposition benches, particular- 
ly the ANP Senators lashed out at the 
. government for its alleged interference 
in Afghanistan and ancst of ANP MNA 
andMPA. 

He said Pakistan's image was dam- 
aged by certain individuals, claiming 
that they would send Mujahideen to 
Afghanistan or Kashmir. *ln fact these 
individuals did not send even a single 
Mujahid to any area but only issue state- 
ments;" he said. 

He said that some tribesmen were liv- 
ing on both sides of the border and they 



used to visit one another. The govern- 
ment, he said, is not involved in this 
affair, adding during the Soviet occu- 
pation Afghan tribesmen crossed the 
border and took shelter with their rela- 
tives on this side of the bor^r. 

Raja Zafrul Haq pointed out that the 
Prime Minister has strictly directed the 
Interior Ministry and other agencies to 
check any effort by any element to cross 
into Afghanistan. He emphasised that 
fifteen to twenty countries including 
India are interfering in Afghanistan, 
quoting an article of Janes Defence 
weekly. 

He also assured the members that he 
would seek early release of ANP MNA 
and MPA held in Swabi on Thursday 
and that the matter would be taken up 
with the NWFP Chief Minister. 

Bashir Ahmed Matta, Qazi Moham- 
mad Anwar, Zahid Khan, Syed Aqil 
Shah, Dr Abdul Hayee Baloch, Syed 
Iqbal Haider, Shaikh Rafiq Ahmed and 
Aitzaz Ahsan pointed out the two is- 
sues. 
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Pakistan renews 
efforts for 
Afghan peace 

Bureau Report 

ISLAMABAD, Aug 18: The gov- Dushanbe for talks with the United 
emment of Pakistan on Wednesday Front. The United Front delegation 
categorically stated that it was not was being led by Mr Younis 
interfering in the internal affairs of Qanooni, a close aide of Ahmad 
Afghanistan. Shah Masood. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, The delegation was eiqpected to 
who presided over the cabinet, return to Islamabad on.Thursday. 
meeting, said that his government . The second phase of; this initia- 
was not taking any ''sides'* in 
Afghanistan. Rather, he said, 
Pakistan was maintaining a'neutral 
posture with a view to restoring 
peace in that country. 

Pakistan's policy, he said, was in 
acccnrdance with the Islamic princi- 
ples of brotherhood, tolerance and 
based on removing differences 
through dialogue and negotiations. 
_**PiUdstan*s sincere efforts for 
peace were being appreciated by 
all sides," he said and added that 
his government was seeking an and 
to civil strife in Afghanistan in 
order to promote stability for die 
entire regioiL 

Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz 
briefed the meeting about the lat- 
est situation in Afghanistan. He 
said that at the initiative of the 
prime minister fresh efforts were 
being made to have peace there. 

He said a delegation, led by inte- 
rior secretary Rustam Shah, includ- 
ing Pakistan ambassador in Kabul, 
Aziz Ahmad Khan, was currently in 



tive would be to brief the Taliban 
leadership about the details of the 
Dushanbe meeting. The Pakistan 
delegation would, acccnrdingty, pro- 

Another report on Back Page 

ceed to Kandahar on August 21 
where they would be calling on<jhe 
Taliban leader, MuUa Omar, Aziz 

Tlie cabinet, while etxpressing 
grief over the loss of lives and prop- 
erty due to the earthquake in 
Turkey, offered Fateha for those 
who had been killed in the tragedy. 

The cabinet was informed that 
the government of Pakistan had 
sent two C-130 plane-load of relief 
goods, ^diich included tents, blan- 
kets and medicines, to Turkey. A 
team of doctors and medical staff 
was also being sent to Turkey. 

The prime minister directed the 
departments concerned to send all 
possible aid and assistance to 
Turkey. 
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US freezes Afghan 
airline assets 



WASfflNGTON (NNI) - In an appar- 
ent bid to punish the Taliban for pro- 
tecting Saudi dissident Osama bin Lad- 
en, the US has resorted to drastic ac- 
tion against Afghanistan, freezing all 
the assets of its Ariana Airlines within 
American jurisdiction. 

The US administr^on also barred all 
American entities or individuals from 
engaging in any business transactions 
witfi the A^^^«^Tieriraywh^ 
.world. I 

inmitive ^on, announced by the 
White House, appears to be aimed at , 
pressuriiif the Taliban regime into turn- 
ing over bin Laden, iK^cused of master- 
minding the bombing of US embassies 
in Kenya and Tanzsunia, a year ago and 
of plotting firesh attacks on AmedCan 
citizens. 

The action was taken under authority 
of a July executive brder imposing sanc- 
tions on the Taliban, the Islamic militia 
which controls most of Afghanista^. 

bin L^den. 

The action was taken against tfie re- 
gime for "allowing his (bin Laden's) 
terrorist organisation to operate train- 
ing camps in tc^dry tiitider flEtliban 
control" and "to use Afghanistan as a 
base from which to sponsor terrorist 
operations," t White Homi staH^i^it 
said. Ariana is the only international 
carrier with regular flights in and out of 
Afghanistan. "As sw&h, we sm tm- 
cemed about the role it may play in fer- 
rying material, personnel and finances 
to the'Mtei. By designating the "Tali- 
ban-controlled Ariana, it will be denied 
the beneHts from dealings with U.S. 
businc^es mi ^mmd dtsarkc^,** iie 
statem^ Sfi^. 



"As part of our strategy to isolate bin 
Laden and his suppcnters, we will con- 
tinue to apply sanctions against him and 
those like the Taliban who support and 
assist him in carrying out his acts of 
violence," the White House said. It said 
it had so far identified $500,000 in as- 
sets held by the airliae tiiat wotikl be 
blocked under the move. 

In reply to a question. White House 
4 Deputy Press Siecretary David Leavy 
^ said Ariana has regular flights to India 
, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 
"And we will be talking with those 
countries in tibie days ahead to apply 
similar sancti(Mis,** he said. 

The White House said the Treasury's 
Office of Foreign Assets Control was 
reviewing reports that soine foreign 
banks, businesses and individuals, in- 
cluding persons in the Middle East, 
Were acting on behalf of ot were pio- 
viding material or financial supp<^ fot 
the violent acts of bin Laden, 

*':^ioqM fliese lepdrts prove tmt and 
if these entities and individuals do not 
cease their support" to bin Laden, "they 
cmM pc^tially be nffifned as Special- 
ly Designated Terrorists and face the 
same sanctions prohibitions" applied to 
tfie SaiKfi exile, it fulded. - 

This would mean that a foreign firm 
or individual designated for funding the 
vioteit icte isf bin Laden &r hir nont 
organisations would be denied access 
to US banks and financial entities. It 
would to t»e shttt out of U.S. Knaikets 
and any of its property or assets within 
American jurisdiction would be 
Wodasd;T1ie US, l<Mig frustrated by the 
Taliban's giving bin Laden refuge, 
launched air strikes on August 20, 1998, 
itvetyii^Q» fc^^ bombings 
£n Afiica.' 



Another US 
nil^ile attaefe on^^ « 
Afghanistan likely: 

By Our Monitoring Desk 

The chances of another US cruise 
missile attack on Afghanistan are grow- 
ing as there was no change in Taliban's 
stand on Osama bin Laden, said BBC 
on Saturday. 

Taliban neither expressed their will- 
ingness to hand over Osama to US 
where he is wanted on charges of pat- 
ronising terrorism nor to send him to 
another coundy. The US has toughened 
its Stand in diis regard and its Assistant | 
SecretE^y .Qf State Karljnderfurth has : 
wained Talibkn "if dicy want a confron- ' 
tation with US then Washington is readyg 
fof it." Taliban have been dcsclareji*| 
tfireat to national security In tJS, said 
the broadcast Amodca launched a cruise ^ 
missite atta|± on^IQipst in Afghan 
year v^iere, i«or^ to'US mteUigence, 
Saudi dissident Osama was hiding. ; 

Taliban are noW( encouraging local 
tribal Jeaders.,^tage,p^c^sama and 
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Sartaj holds 
talks with 
Afghan FM 

ISLAMABAD, Aug 24: Foreign 
Minister, Sartaj Aziz had two hours 
of discussions with the Afghan 
Foreign Minister, Mulja l^oham- 
mad Hassan Akhund at the Foreign 
Office on Tuesday, covering a wide 
range of areas of /mutual coopera- 
tion between the tivo counties. 

The discussions jparticularly cen- 
tred around matters.relating to eco- 
nomic cooperation, transit trade, 
Afghan refugees and reconstruction 
and rehabilitation of Afghanistan. 

Mullah Mphan^ad Hassan 
Akhund anived earlier in the after- 
noon at the head of a 14-man team. 

Before leaving Kabul, Informa- 
tion Minister Mullah Amir Khan 
Muttaqi «dijdie talks with Pakis- 
tan would focus on political, trade, 
transport and refugee issues. 

Muttaqi, who is also a member of 
the delegation said they would 
meet Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, 
Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz and 
other cabinet members. i 
"Afghanistan and Pakistan are i 
two Muslim neighbours with good 
and historical relations and a long 
border," Muttaqi said. 

The delegation includes the min- 
isters of information and culture, 
commerce, frontiers, refugees and 
higher education along with senior 
officials of these ministries. 

The Afghan foreign minister and 
his delegation will stay in Islama- 
bad tin August 27.— APP/AFP 
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Pakistan 
delegation 
back from 
Dushanbe 



Bureau Report 

ISLAMABAD, Aug 23: The 
Pakistani delegation playing the 
role of the *f adlitator* between the 
warring Northern Alliance (NA) 
and the Taliban for ending the 
intemedne war in Afghanistan on 
Monday made a day long visit to 
Dushanbe to meet the representa- 
tives of fhe NA and returned to 
^amabad the same evening. 

There was no official word about 
the progress, if any, so far made by 
this official delegation which had 
gone to Dushanbe to convey to the 
representatives of Ahmed Shah 
Masood the respbnse of the Taliban 
to the NA's three proposal envi^g- 
ing arrangement for peaceful co- 

c?Qst6nce« 

The basic purpose of visiting 
Dushanbe was perhaps to keep the 
contact with the NA ali,ve while the 
Taliban discussed the proposals of 
the alliance with in the Shura and 
formulated a response. 

None of the delegation's mem- 
ber, when contacted by Dawn, was 
available for comments on the 
progress they had made so far in 
their latest round of talks at 
Kandahar and Dushanbe. 

It is experted that the delegation 
win now contact Taliban whom 
they met last Saturday, to get their 
response over NA's proposals. 

The delegatibn which is current- 
ly engaged in this effort comprises 
Rustom Shah ^ ' Mohmand, 
Additional Secretary Incharge of 
the Interior Ministry, as its head; 
Aziz Khan, Pakistan's Ambassador 
to Afghanistan; and Ayaz Wazir, 
DG Afghanistan, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. _ 

Reuters adds from Kabul: The 
anti-Taliban opposition said on 
Monday a second round of 
talks with Pakistani officials on 
ending the Afghan war had got 
nowhere but fiurther rounds were 
expected. 

Younus Qanooni, an aide to 
opposition leader Ahmad Shah 
Masood, told Reuters by satellite 
phone from Dushanbe, capital of 
Tajikistan, that the talks had 

failed. . 

He repeated allegations that 
Pakistan troops were fighting 
alongside the Taliban, together 
with recruits from Madrassas in 
Pakistan. 
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**Once again, we emphashed that 
the involvement of Pakistani reli- 
gious students and its army in the 
Afghan conflict makes it impossible 
to accept its offer of mediation 
between us and the Taliban," 
Qanooni said. 

It was the second round of talks 
between Pakistani officials and the 
opposition in a week and followed 
the failure of UN initiatives to end 
20 years of factional, ethnic and 
political bloodshed. 

The Taliban want Masood, who 
controls some areas north of Kabul, 
his native Panjsher valley and two 
northeastern provinces, to surren- 
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[der and accept Taliban rule but 
, Masood says he wants an interim 
fgovemmentsetup. . 
J Pakistani envoys took Masood's 
j proposal to the Taliban headquar- 
; ters in Kandahar, home to 
{ Taliban's supreme leader Mullah 
j Mohammad Omar.' i 
{ "The Pakistani side did not have 
iany coQunent from the Taliban or 
ifrom Pakistani authorities about 
jour proposal and today's talks 
; failed, but we vdU have more meet- 
ings," Qanooni said. 



Team leaves for Dushanbe today 



new 



^By B|L Ziauddin . ^ 

ISLAMABAD, Aug 21: The Aziz said on Fr^ay when asked for 
Pakistani delegation engaged in . his comments ^on reports that the 
shuttle diplomacy in Afghanistan, alliance had rejected Pakistan's 

returned here on Saturday evening move to mediate, 

from Kandhar after discussing with The five-member Pakistani dele- 

MuUa Omar the three proposals |of gation which also includes 

the Northern Alliance (iSrA)renW' Pakistan's ambassador to Kabul, 

aging possible arrangements for Aziz Ahmad Khan, had gone to 
peaceful co-exi{?tei|(^ 
^*Wo-wab4g^a^.--^^ 

According to the early schedule, 
the delegation^ led by interior sec- 



retary Rusto^ Shahj will now fly 
back to Dushanbe widi the counter 
proposals of Taliban. ' . 

Officials confirmed that the 
Pakistani delegation had returned 
to Islamabad but did not disclose^ 
any further details nor did they 
reveal any future plans of the dele- 
gation. 

The alliance gave their proposals 
to the Pakistani delegation when 
the two had met in Dushanbe on 
Thiu-sday. No details of these pro- 
posals were available as it was not 
considered advisable to make 
them public before the two war- 
ring factions reached an under- 
standing on the basic principles of 
co-existence. v ; . 

The Pakistani delegation is play 



withthe^i 

Younis Qanooni, a dose aide of 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 

In the second phase ol this initia- 
tive the Pakistani delegation met 
Mulla Omar in Kandhar on 
Saturday and returned here the 
same evening for consultation with 

See also Back Ps^e 



authorities before tmdertaking the 
third phase of the shuttle diploma- 
cy which would now take the Shah 
delegation to Dushanbe. 

The new Pakistani peace initia- 
tive is said to be a part of the over- 
all on-going international efforts to 
bring the Afghan parties to the 
negotiating table within the frame- 
work of the Six Plus Two Tashkent 
Declaration. 



_ _ ' Officials described the new ini- 

ing the role of a facilitator and it is tiative as part of Pakistan's tradi- 

not trying to mediate between the tional role of seeking to promote an 

two sides, foreign minister Sartaj intra-Af ghan dialogue. 
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No Pakistan troops in Kabul: FO 



Bureau Report 



ISLAMABAD, Aug 21: Pakistan/ released on/ 
Saturday the list of 11 Pakistan Army officers who 
the Northern Alliance (NA) has alleged had died 
fighting on the side of .Taliban in the clashes 
between the two sides^which broke out recently in v 
the Afghanistan. ' ^ ^ 

Foreign office officials, while releasing the names 
of these 11 officers, claimed that two of them Brig 
Kif ayat and Capt Musafir Alias Gulzar did not exist 
at all as persons with these names and ranks were 
never in the service of Pakistan Army while the rest 
of those named on the list were alive and living in 
Pakistan. 

Two of them are still in service while the rest 
have retired. All the nine are said to have helped 
the Afghan Mujahideen during their struggle 
against the Soviet occupying troops. 

The following are the names of the retired offi- 
cers: Col Salim (ex-ISI), Lt Col Sanaullah alias 
Group Captain Sanaullah (ex-consular Mazar and 
now on LPR), Col Halim Shah (ex-ISI), Col Ali 
Hayder alias Col Mehboob (ex-ISI), Maj Haleem 
(ex-ISI), Maj. Akber Ali (ex-ISI), and Col Sajjad 
alias Col Mujahid (ex-ISI). 

The two officers who are still in service include 
Capt Zafar Ul Haq (now Lt Col) and Maj 
Aizazullah/Ijazullah (now Lt Col). 

The reports mentioning the names of these offi- 
cers were said to have been published even in 
Iranian newspapers and on the basis of these 
reports Pakistan*s Ambassador in Moscow, Mansoor 



Alam; was reportedly simunoned on August 11 by 
the I^ussiani foreign office and handed over a 
protest note. 

Pakistan has maintained that if any private indi- 
vidual has managed to cross the border and joined 
the ranks of the combatants, the government of 
Pakistan cannot be held responsible as **we do not 
want to see continued fighting in Afghanistan.** 

Pakistan has counter charged that those who 
accuse it of providing weapons, ammunition, logistic 
support and military training to Taliban were them- 
selves providing similar assistance to the Afghan 
opposition. 

"Ah entire trainload of weapons for the Northern 
Alliance sent through Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan was confiscated last October in 
Kyrgystan which sho\ild suffice as proof, if any were 
needed, to demonstrate from where and by whom 
massive quantities of weapons were being sent,'* 
said official sources. 

When asked who wais helping the Taliban if not 
Pakistan, these foreign office officials gave the 
details of large nimaber of most modem and well- 
kept aircraft and tanks the Taliban had in their pos- 
session. 
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regrets 



Bureau Report 



ISLAMABAD, Aug 24: 
Pakistan said on Tuesday 
that its efforts to seek a 
peaceful end to Afghanistan 
conflict can only succeed 
when those engaged in 
fighting would cooperate 
with Islamabad. 

Taking strong exception to 
Younis Qanooni's statement 
whidi appeared in the press on 
Tuesday, the govermnent said 
that it (the statement) had 
raised doubts and created a 
sense of uncertainty with 
regard to the on-going peace 

process. 

In a clarification issued here by 
the interior ministry whose addi- 
tional secretary in-charge -Rustom 
Shah Mohmand- is leading the 
Pakistani delegation facilitating 
'distance negotiations' between the 
Taliban and the Afghan opposition, 
the government reiterated, 
**Pakistan has not been, and would 
not lend any support to any faction 
and would not sponsor any group or 
help any group to gain supremacy 
in Af ghamstan." 

This position was also explained 
to the Afghan delegation led by 
Qanooni, head of Noridiem Alliance 
negotiating team, who met with the 
Pakistani side in Dushanbe on 
Monday. . 

The interior ministry said that 
the latest process had been: 



launched by die primie minister iat 
the request of Prof Burhanuddin 
Rabbani who had made a specific 
request to the former to intervene 
and help bring peace between the 
two warring sides. 

"The prime minister of Pakistan 
decided to make fresh/renew<^d 
c^orts in order to end bloodshed iti 
Afghanistan so that peace returns 
to that war-ravag^ country,^ the; 
government handout said. 

It added that during the toll^s 
with tiie Afghan delegation headed 
1^ Qanooni in Dushanbe on Aug 23, 
a specific proposal fpr resolving the 
conflict was discussed threadbare. 

"At the end of the talks the 
Afghan delegation appreciated the 
sincerity of the prime minister of 

SeealsoBackPage 



Pakistan in trying to see an early 
end to fighting in Afghanistan," die 
clarification said,, adding, •^They 
informed the Pakistani delegation 
that the proposal put forward by us 
would be discussed with their top 
leaders and a response would , be 
forthcoming very soon.** 

It was also agreed that die press 
would be informed that the talks 
were continuing and that the 
Afghan delegation would > be 
responding to certain proposals in 
the next meeting. ' 

"It is extremdiy unfortunate and 
shocking t^>at Mr Qanooni in 'utt^ 
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disregard of what had transfpired in 
the meeting, chose to once again 
accuse Pak^tan of sending troops 
intb^Aighanistan and siding with 
*Talii)an' in the oiv>going conflict," 
said the interior n^nistry. 
, Mr Qanooni, it added, had also 
raised the point of Pakistan's 
alli^ed support to oite side in the 
conflict during the Aug 23 meeting 
but this allegation was forcefully 
and firmly denied by. Pakistan. Mr 
Qanooni was rathjbr sujggested. to 
send his trusted lieutenants to any 
place on the Pakistan-Afghan bor- 
der to see for themselves whether 
any Pakistan reinforcements were 
being dispatched across the bor- 
der. 

Emphasising that such state- 
ments tended to vitiate the atmos- 
phere, the hand out said, ^we are 
of the firm belief that Pakistan's 
efforts to seek peaceful end to the 
conflict can succeed only when 
those engaged in fighting would 
cooperate with Pakistan." 

llie interior ministry underlined 
that tiie foundation of Pakistan pol- 
icy was that Afghanistan should 
retiim to peace and normalcy as 
quickly as possible. **It is hoped 
that if the talks are going to be 
fruitful and productive all con- 
cerned would lend their support to 
the peace process without any pre- 
cohceived notions or suspidons," it 
concluded. 
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Pakistan ready to 
release A^han 
goods under ATTA 



By Our Staff Reporter 



ISLAMABAD - Pakistan govern- 
ment has expressed its will to release 
the goods that entered Pakistan through 
Afghan Transit Trade Agreement 
(ATTA) and were held by Customs au- 
thorities at Karachi Port, said sources 
hfere on Friday. 

Both Pakistani and Afghan officials 
led by Taliban Foreign Minister Mul- 
lah Muhammad Hassan Akhund agmd 
that goods held by Pakistani authorities 
would be released to be shifted to Af- 
ghanistan. These goods were held at 
Karachi Port a couple of years ago on 
the grounds that the same goods had no 
use in Afghanistan. The other reason the 
airthorities gave, was that they were 
being smuggled back to Pakistani mar- 
kets. 

Pakistani traders welcomed the gov- 
ernment deciskm of putting ban on tra^ 
of those items for Afghanistan whkh weie 
koer used to be smuggled to Pakistan. 



s T^e sources said diat both the sides / 
had agreed that they would i;elease the 

'present stock held at Karachi Port but 
would not allow trade of items that 
could not be used in Afghanistan^ The 
Afg;han delegation, however, insisted 
that tirade of all items should be allowed 
and had tried to assure the Pakistani i 
officials that items comingto Afjghani- j 
Stan through ATTA would not be smug- 
gled back to Pakistan. 
The two sides have also held positive 

. talks abiout the opening of land roiiteis 
at Torkhum, Spin Boldak and Ghulam , 
Khan fdr the vehicles. There is a de- 
mand from the people of both thi^jCicaui^ : 
tries that vehicles movement j^Q^Jidriis: l 
allowed across-the-border. ' ■ 

The sources said the Afj^an.delega- 
*tion also requested for reduction in the 
ratio of various taxes imposed on dry 
fruit coming to Pakistpi market. They 
pleaded that the poor farmers of Af-' 
ghani&tan could import their prodiicts 
to Pakistan due to heavy levy of vari- \ 
oiife kinds of taxes. ' ^ ^ ; 



Sartaj holds talks 
^<li Afghan 
FM 

ISLAMABAD (APP) - Foreign 
Minister, Sartaj Aziz had two hours 
of discussions with the Afghan 
Foreign Minister, Mohammad 
Hassan Akhund at the Foreign 
Office on TJuesday, covering a wide 
range of areas of mutual coopera- 
tion between the two countries. 

The discussions particularly 
centered around matters relating to 
economic cooperation, transit, 
trade, Afghan refugees and recoiK 
struction and rehabilitation of 
Afghanistan. 

Mullah Mohammad Hassan 
Akhund arrived earlier in the aftcr- 
npon at the hiad of 14-menibe^ 
ddegation. The delegation includes 
the ministers of information and 
culture, commerce, frontiers, 
refugees and higher education 
along with senior officials of these 
ministries. 

The Afghan foreign minister 
and his delegation will stay in 
Islamabad till August 27. The dcl- 
egation^illsdsQ be holcfiog lalk^ 
with the other relevant Ministries 
of the government of Pakistan to 
examine ways to further expand 
bilateral cooperation between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan in di- 
verse areas. 
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Broad-based govt 
favoured in Kal)ui 



By Our Staff Correspondent- 



QUETTA, Aug 25': Fonnatten of a 
broad based government in 
Afghanistan was necessary for the 
restoratitm of peace in that country. 

This was stated by Mian Abdul 
Waheed, Chairman Standing 
Committee of the National 
Assembly on Foreign Affairs while 
talking to newsmen at Quetta Press 
Club here on Ff fdiiy aton^ 
member of the coiiiiaitt^e l^j^^CB 
Hussain Chatta. 

•"Pakistan was not supporting any 
group in Afghanistan and all its 
endures were to restore peace in 
that brotherly country,'* Mian 
Waheed said. 

He said a broad based govern- 
ment could resolve the problems 
being faced by Afghan people for 
the hm two decades and added that 
no single political group could gov- ' 
em the country. 

He pointed out that Afghans by 
traditions were tune to the fact that 
the affairs of the country could be 
run through collective efforts and 
not by a particular group and if tlwt 
happened then it was out of ques- 
tion that the affairs of the govern- 
ment could be run smoothly. 

He said Pakistan was making all 
eiKmrts to convince the warring fac- 
tions to initiate political dialogue to 
resolve the Afj^an conflict. He tar- 
tfctr satct In this connection 
Pakistwi was holding talks with 



TaHban and leadership of Northern 
AUiemce. 

On Kargil issue, he said the mat- 
ter was intOTiationalise and did not 
agree that Pakistan's position was 
weaken due to Washington accord. 

Hie tsanceded tlat China asked 
Pakistan to resolve the Kargil prob- 
lena peacef^ that iiot 

^il^fttl^ten Sttt all states indud- 
ing Russia, Germany and Japan had 
accepted America as a super power 

Mian Waheed said that personal- 
ly he was in favour that Pakistan 
should refuse to pay the foreign 
debts as it was impossible that 
Pakistan could resolve its econoniic 
problems wMe ps^ihg^ihe int^ 
and instalments of foreign loans. 

He observed that it is necessary 
that we should use our resource for 
the improvement of electronic 
media and in this connection he 
sugigested that an int^nlititrnal 
press centre should be established 
in Islamabad so that foreign corre- 
spondents should project PallM^ 
point of view at international level. 

Responding to a question he said 
that government will not change 
the diplomats in foreign countries 
as they were acting according to the 
policies of the government. > : ; 

He and Naeem Hussain Chatta 
defended Nawaz government inter- 
nal and external policies. 



Nawaz calls for 
durable peace in 
Afghanistan : , 

; ISLAMABAD (APP) - Pnm€ Mih: 
ister Muhammad Nawaz - Sharif 
Wednesday emphasized that restoration 
of durable peace in Afghanistan wotJld 
open up enonnous economic opportu- 
nities not only for Afghanistan but for* 
the entire region. 

The Prime Minister stated this while 
talking to Afghan Foreign Minister 
Mullah Hassan Akhund who calledl^ 
him at Prime Minister's House. The 
Afghan delegation included six minis- 
ters and other senior officials. " ly 

Nawaz Sharif discussed with the Af- 
ghan Foreign Minister his latest peace 
initiative aimed at bringing the Afghan' 
parties to the negotiating table for a 
peaceful solution of the Afghan prob- 
lem. , ■ 

.4i He laid great emphasis on a settlement 
' within the framework of the Tashkent 
Declaration of the 6+2 group.- i'' 
.. The firinas-MinisteD« a do- 

I* nation of one thousand tents and two 
thousand blankets fdr t&e new refugees 
from the Shomali areas of Afghanistan ' 
to Kabul.' ^ - - , > 

The donation will soon be despatched^^ 
to the authorities in Kabul. This gesture 

'was gfeatiy appreciated by the Afghan 
delegation. \ 

') The ftime Minister was assisted by 
[ •Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz, Foreign 
Secretary, Shamshad Ahmad, and Oth^ 
; er senior officials. ' -"^ 
: ' Later, the Afghan Foreign Minister 

accompanied by the Afghan Inforraa- 
; tion Minister also held, talks with Mo ' 
t hatnmad Siddique'Khan Kanju, Minis 
; ter of State for Foreign Affairs. . . „ 
i The talks particularlyjocused on po^^ 
f litical solution of the'i^fghan' problen£ 
1 as Well as trade and economic coopera^i:^: 
■ tion between Afghanistan'and Pakistat^JJ 

The need for a negotiatexJjetUement'o" 

the Afghan problejm'^y^^lsV 
; sised. * • ''*\«v 
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Foreign Mmistaer Sartaj Aziz and Afghan Ministers Saeedud Dm 
Haqqani and Mullah Hasan Akhund at PAF Base Chaklala, Rawalpindi 
on Tuesday.-Staff photo by Mian Khurshid 
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ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz receiving Afghan counterpart Mullah Hassan Akhund 



^e ChaklalaAirbase on Tuesday. ^ RP. photo by byAGJJAMAHI^O^^^^ii.^fj, 



-It 



I. 



I' 4. 



1% 



> 



J 



J 



Essabt'sflsd 



^I^AMABAD: Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif receives Afghan Foreign l\/linister iVIuila Mohammad 
-T-. I Hassan Akhund for a meeting.-Staff photo by Mian Khurshid 
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